
7

(NAPSA)—Handling a water
emergency is usually not a do-it-
yourself project. Despite the best
intentions, do-it-yourselfers can
make some surprisingly costly
mistakes when coping with water
damage. These problems are exac-
erbated by today’s new energy-
efficient homes that trap moisture
inside, more easily leading to
mold and other problems.

Water in your home can come
from a variety of problems caused
by heavy rainstorms, leaky roofs,
malfunctioning sump pumps,
burst pipes, problem toilets or
faulty washing machine hoses.

Knowing if you should handle
the problem yourself depends on
a variety of factors according to
Peter Duncanson, director of
disaster restoration training for
ServiceMaster Clean. Duncanson
suggests this general rule of
thumb: “If it’s just wetness and
not standing water, you can prob-
ably take care of the water emer-
gency. If it is more than seepage
or a puddle, call a professional.”

Whether you do it yourself or
call in a professional, there are
a few important rules to follow:

• Act quickly. Decide whether
you can handle the situation your-
self. If you need help, call immedi-
ately. In flooding, water typically
flows toward substructure and
lower floors. Porous materials will
soak up the water, causing discol-
oration, swelling, warping and
the breakdown of building materi-
als. The more time that elapses
before treatment, the greater the
damage.

• Stay out of a flooded room
if the electricity is still on.
Wait for the professionals to
arrive.

• Turn off the source of
water if you can do so without
walking in standing water. Once
the water has been turned off, then
determine your next steps.

One problem many do-it-your-
selfers make is not being thorough
enough at detection and treat-
ment. That’s because they often do
not have the equipment or exper-
tise to do the job.

Calling a professional restora-
tion service, such as ServiceMaster
Clean, will help you avoid costly
repairs and future problems.
These professionals use equipment
such as non-penetrating meters to
determine the extent of the dam-
age. They inspect and evaluate the
whole house, including many
areas a homeowner might not
think to look. 

For instance, affected floor-
ing, walls, carpeting and doors
often have to be removed for
treatment with antimicrobial
and odor control products. High
velocity air movers and dehu-
midifiers are used to reduce fur-
ther damage. 

The only way to determine if a
home is completely dry is to test it
using specialized equipment.
Being thorough can help prevent
serious structural and health
problems later on. 

To learn more, visit the Web site
at www.servicemasterclean.com or
to request service, call 1-800-
RESPOND.

Water Damage Rarely A Do-It-Yourself Project

Often a water emergency is best
left for professionals to deal with.

(NAPSA)—Don’t be surprised if
someone asks you to go for a glide
sometime soon—and don’t worry if
you’re afraid of heights. “Gliding”
is one of the latest trends among
baby boomers and other people
looking for a new way to socialize
and get around town.

Gliding 101
People going for a glide stand

on maneuverable, two-wheeled
transporters and zip around at
speeds up to 12.5 miles an hour.
These machines, called Segway
Human Transporters, can be
used in virtually any situation (to
get to restaurants, the grocery
store, gliding through the park,
etc.) and are designed to be easy
to use. 

In fact, the company that
makes them says most people can
easily learn how to operate them
their first time using them. To go
forward, lean forward. To slow
down, lean back. Riders turn left
and right by twisting a grip with
their left hand. And the machines
go far. The i180 model and the
Segway Golf transporter (GT)
come with batteries that lets peo-
ple glide up to 24 miles on a single
charge.

Baby boomers now use the
devices for a variety of activities—
ranging from shopping to visiting
the beach—and for carrying gear
such as computers, sporting
equipment and even pets. 

Typically, a rider wears a hel-
met and possibly a pair of sun-
glasses—to protect against errant
branches or the occasional bug—
but the machines are designed to

be safe and intuitive. Using a
technology called “dynamic stabi-
lization,” the machines “sense” a
rider’s center of gravity 100 times
a second and continually keep the
rider balanced. The technology
lets riders stand upright on the
vehicle, even when not in mo-
tion—that helps keep people safe,
but also helps out with the social
side of gliding, by letting people
“stand” around and chat.

Surfing And Gliding
Sharing gliding experiences has

become a popular online activity as
well. Baby boomers gather with
people from around the world at
Web sites such as segwaychat.com
or www.segamerica.org to connect
with others and plan for glides—be
it on vacation overseas or with
someone the next town over. For
more information, visit the Web
site www.segway.com/glide.

Taking A Glide Through The Park

Care For A Glide? Baby boomers
have taken to “gliding” as a fun
way to get around town and meet
up with friends. 

(NAPSA)—There are so many
innovative toys on the market,
like the Hartz® DENTAL™ Chew ’n
Clean® Deli Cuts™ Dog Toy, which
looks like real pieces of meat.
Chewing the textured surfaces
helps remove tartar and plaque.
For more information on pet care,
visit www.hartz.com. 

Getting the most from a
portable generator requires some
simple planning. Knowing your
needs and budget is critical. A
generator must be operated out-
side and never be plugged into a
standard household outlet. To
learn more, visit www.honda.com.

For years a washcloth and
water was considered the best
way to clean a baby’s skin. Now,
parents can choose products such
as Pampers Sensitive Wipes that
are even gentler than a washcloth
and water, according to clinical
studies. For more information, go
to www.pampers.com.

One popular online service,
Webshots, contains a library of
more than 175 million photos and
its free service offers a number of
features to make online photo
sharing fun as well as simple.
Site visitors can view the millions
of public photos there and even
upload their own digital pictures
right from the Web site. By down-
loading free desktop software,
visitors can get the added capa-
bility of a wallpaper and screen-
saver program along with more
advanced tools for personal pho-
tos. For more information, visit

www.webshots.com.
A new online calendar is said

to enable consumers with no
technical experience to post a
group calendar on the Internet,
set up recurring, automatic com-
munication with group members
through e-mail and offer group
members the ability to easily add
events to their personal calen-
dars. To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.trumba.com.

Carlee, a German Shorthaired
Pointer who took Best In Show at
this year’s Westminster Kennel
Club’s Annual All Breed Dog
Show, has become something of a
celebrity. The day after winning,
she appeared on all three network
morning shows and helped with
the “Top Ten List” on Lettermen.
This year ’s dog show sold out
Madison Square Garden and had
higher ratings than last year. To
see highlights, visit www.west
minsterkennelclub.org. 

(NAPSA)—If you own a grill,
you’re not alone. Statistics show
that grilling has become a staple
of American culture and that more
than 80 percent of American fami-
lies now own a barbecue grill. Of
those, nearly 65 percent own
propane grills. 

“Given the large numbers of
grillers in this country, it is imper-
ative that safe grilling tips are
made available and, more impor-
tantly, followed,” says Steven
Raichlen, grilling expert and
author of The Barbecue Bible. 

A recent survey from the
Propane Education & Research
Council reports that 84 percent of
gas grill owners say it’s important
to follow basic safe grilling tips,
yet only one in three say they
know enough about them. Here
are some important tips for
grilling safely with propane.

1. When the cylinder is refilled,
have the supplier check for dents,
damage, rust or leaks.

2. After filling or exchanging,
take the cylinder home immedi-
ately. Keep the vehicle ventilated
and the cylinder valve closed and
capped.

3. Always use or store cylin-
ders outdoors in an upright (ver-
tical) position. Do not use, store
or transport cylinders near high
temperatures (this includes stor-
ing spare cylinders near the
grill).

4. Never leave the grill unat-
tended. Always follow the grill
manufacturer ’s instructions on

lighting the grill and make sure
the grill top is open.

5. Before connecting or lighting
a propane gas grill, use a leak-
detection solution to check connec-
tions for tightness. Do not use
matches or lighters to check for
leaks.

6. If you suspect a gas leak and
are able to safely turn off the gas
supply valve, do so immediately
and call the fire department.

7. Do not allow children to
tamper or play with the cylinder
or grill.

8. Do not smoke while han-
dling a propane cylinder. 

9. Never pour an accelerant
such as lighter fluid or gasoline on
the grill.

10. When not in use, grill
burner controls should be turned
off and the cylinder valve should
be closed. 

To learn more about propane
grills and safe grilling tips, visit
www.usepropane.com.

Safe Ways To Enjoy The Thrill Of The Grill

Safety first then the fun will follow.

(NAPSA)—According to the
Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Asso-
ciation, 56 percent of U.S. grill
owners cook out year round.
During the summertime, the
typical grill owner cooks out as
many as 22 times. Find recipes
at www.louana.com.

The first newspaper advertise-
ment appeared in a French news-
paper on October 14, 1612.

Tears, idle tears? Not quite. In
addition to clearing your eyes of
dust, hairs and such stuff, your
tears contain substances that
fight bacteria and proteins that
combat eye infection.

**
We know accurately only when
we know little; with knowledge
doubt increases.

—Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe 

***

****
Most powerful is he who has
himself in his power.

—Seneca 
***

***
Half our life is spent trying to
find something to do with the
time we have rushed through
life trying to save.

—Will Rogers 
***

***
The drying up a single tear has
more of honest fame than shed-
ding seas of gore.

—Lord Byron 
***




