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(NAPSA)—The next time you
consider expanding your family to
include a hamster, Guinea pig,
bunny or other small pet, you
won’t be alone. Some 16 million
U.S. families currently co-habitate
with small pets, according to the
American Pet Products Associa-
tion National Pet Owners Survey.
Of particular importance for

small pets is their living environ-
ment. Unlike dogs and cats, which
enjoy more mobility, most small
animals are confined to enclosures
that become their entire world.

Creature Comforts
Each item that goes into the

pets’ living spaces requires careful
consideration, especially the bed-
ding, as there is a wide variety of
options, including wood shavings
(pine, aspen and cedar), paper
(reclaimed sludge-based and
sludge-free), corncobs, pellets
made of wood, paper, wheat and
other fibers, and crinkled paper.
They’re not all alike, however.
Some bedding products may actu-
ally contain toxins. A review by
the Michigan State University
Diagnostic Center for Population
and Animal Health of previous
testing confirmed that beddings
made using reclaimed pulp fibers
are “…more likely to contain
detectable levels of dioxin than
other products such as wood shav-
ings or by-product papers.”
Reclaimed pulp beddings are

made with fibers collected from
pulp mill sewage systems. Though
the paper industry has made
efforts to rid their waste streams
of the most troubling compounds,
tests conducted by independent
laboratories showed detectable
amounts of dioxin in samples of
the reclaimed pulp paper beddings
tested. In addition, pellets made

from recycled newspaper also
tested positive for dioxins. Both of
these types of beddings are widely
used by consumers.

What To Look For
When you choose small-pet bed-

ding, there are certain functional
features to look for, such as
absorbency, odor control, limited
dust and ease of use. The price per
use of these beddings varies, with
pine typically being the most cost
effective, followed by aspen and
cedar, corncob, paper and various
pelletized products, in order of least
to most expensive. Safety is also an
important consideration, and it is
recommended that pet owners
focus on bedding that is all natural,
sludge-free and dioxin-free.
With that foundation, then

make your bedding choice based
on what is most important for you
and your pet.

Learn More
You can access free, download-

able small-pet bedding informa-
tion, and many pet care facts and
tips, at the website of the leading
provider of animal bedding in the
United States, American Wood
Fibers (AWF): www.awf.com/small
petcare.

Bedding: A Big Choice For Small Pets

For a happy, healthy small pet,
it’s wise to make sure its bedding
is all natural.

(NAPSA)—Homeowners use
water for many purposes, includ-
ing drinking, cooking, washing,
heating, humidifying, flushing
(the No. 1 use of water in a home)
and their pets. Those are just a
few reasons homeowners should
make sure they understand what’s
in their water.
Although water may look clean,

there are many things that affect
its quality:
•There are naturally occurring

substances, such as dissolved
limestone, which can lead to
water hardness.
•Chemicals like chlorine are

added at the local water treat-
ment plant.
•Impurities like arsenic or lead

may be found in private wells or
in older pipes.
Fortunately, a local water

expert, like the Culligan Man, can
perform a simple in-home water
test for homeowners to find out
what’s in their water and make
recommendations for improve-
ment based on those findings.
Recognizing a water problem
Water enters a home through

four primary sources—private and
municipal surface water; and pri-
vate and municipal wells.
Sometimes that water doesn’t

seem as good as it could be. It
could have an unpleasant smell or
look, or simply not taste as good
as bottled water. In addition,
dishes and laundry might be spot-
ted or stained and there might be
scale buildup on the shower door
or pipes.
Substances such as iron, dis-

solved minerals, lead, nitrates and
sulfates could cause those prob-
lems with the water. Some of
those substances occur naturally,
while others can come from farm
runoff or industrial pollution. But
more important, while some can
be seen, smelled or tasted, others
are invisible.
That’s why having water

tested by a local water expert like
the Culligan Man is so important
for homeowners. He is fully
knowledgeable on local water sup-

plies, and uniquely suited to diag-
nose a water problem. The first
step is a portable in-home test for
hardness, iron, copper, pH and
alkalinity.
If the results suggest a sub-

stantial problem, a sample can be
sent to the company’s water labo-
ratory, which is accredited by the
National Environmental Labora-
tory Accreditation Program
(NELAP) and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).
It uses specially calibrated
machinery to test for bacteria, dis-
solved solids, and more than 100
substances.
The Culligan Man will then

share the results with the home-
owner and recommend the best
course of action to correct the
problem, like a whole-house
water filtration system or a water
softener.

Learn more
From a tall, cool glass on a hot

day, to better-tasting coffee, to
rinsing vegetables for a big meal,
water is essential to the health of
every household. The Culligan
Man can answer any questions
about home water quality and
safety, and facilitate tests—even if
a homeowner doesn’t suspect a
problem.
For more information about

water testing and how the local
Culligan Man can help, visit
www.culligan.com/en-us/d/water-
test/culligan-water-testing/.

WaterTesting Helps Ensure BetterWater For Homeowners

Having your home’s water tested
can help you better understand
what’s in it.

A Selection of Books
for Every Dad

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those who are tired of giving
dad a new version of the same old
tie for Father’s Day.
DK—a best-selling and award-

winning publisher known for
informative and beautifully de-
signed content—has dad’s inter-
ests covered with an array of
newly published titles available in

print and e-book formats. From
pop culture devotee to armchair
scientist to mighty outdoorsman,
DK has the perfect book to suit
the father in your life.
Superhero fans will spend hours

leafing through “Superman: The
Ultimate Guide to the Man of
Steel” ($24.99), a visually stun-
ning tome that follows Superman’s
birth on Krypton to his double life
at the Daily Planet.
Aviation lovers will take to the

skies with “Aircaft” ($40.00), a
Smithsonian-authorized history of
early flying machines and today’s
supersonic jets.
From ancient philosophers to

revolutionary leaders, “The
Politics Book” ($25.00) clearly
explains over 100 groundbreaking
ideas that have shaped modern
political thought.
Dad will become an expert on

every aspect of the body from the
skeleton to the skin with “The
Human Body Book” ($40.00),
the ultimate all-in-one guide,
which comes with a supplemen-
tary DVD.
Yachtsmen of all levels will

appreciate the easy-to-follow for-
mat of “Sailing Essentials”
($19.95), from hoisting a sail and
reading charts to steering a course
at night or laying an anchor.
To learn more, visit us.dk.com.

New titles for dad—from Super-
man to politics and more.

(NAPSA)—The National Center
for Missing & Exploited Children
provides families and communities
with free tools and resources, includ-

ing conversation starters and impor-
tant safety tips. You can find impor-
tant safety information at www.
missingkids.com and www.net
smartz.org.

(NAPSA)—A Minneapolis com-
pany has pioneered precooked,
ground beef in cans. It has a five-
year shelf life without refrigera-
tion. Called “Camp Traditions”
from North Aire Market, it’s avail-
able by the case or in “Be Ready
Packs.” Learn more at www.camp
traditionsfoods.com or at (800)
662-3781.

* * *
Fleischmann’s Simply Home-

made mixes make fresh, home-
made bread in less than an hour,
which can be great for last-minute
recipes and when you want to cre-
ate a thoughtful (and edible) gift.
For recipes and baking tips, visit
www. Simplyhomemadebread.com
or www.facebook.com/simplyhome
mademix.

* * *
Tyson Grilled & Ready Chicken

and Beef products are fully cooked
with a delicious grilled taste. The
refrigerated products are great
right out of the bag, and the
frozen ones take only minutes to
re-heat, making them the perfect
addition to any meal. Learn more
at www.GrilledAndReady. com
and www.Facebook.com/Grilled
And Ready.

* * *
Every 4-ounce glass of Welch’s

100% Grape Juice counts as one
serving of fruit, with no added
sugar. As a complement to whole

fruit, Welch’s 100% Grape Juice
makes it easy to squeeze heart-
healthy purple fruit into your day.
Find recipes and more at www.
welchs.com.

* * *
Eggland’s Best is accepting

entries May 13th – July 31st in its
search for a Chief Egg Officer. The
Grand Prize winner will be
awarded $5,000 and a year’s sup-
ply of EB eggs, which contain 10
times more vitamin E and twice
the amount of omega-3s and vita-
min D when compared to ordinary
eggs. Learn how to enter at
www.egglandsbest.com/chiefegg
officer.

* * *
Honey contains just one ingre-

dient—honey. The National Honey
Board wants to test your Honey
IQ with a chance for you to win
prizes, starting May 15th. Visit
www.StoryofHoney.com to learn
more.

***
Style in writing is not just elegance in phrasing; it should mar-
shal argument and prose to move or persuade.

—William Safire
***

***
At the age of 4 with paper hats and wooden swords we’re all gen-
erals. Only some of us never grow out of it.

—Peter Ustinov
***

***
In science, the credit goes to the man who convinces the world,
not to the man to whom the idea first occurs.

—Francis Darwin
***

***
The only place you can win a football game is on the field. The
only place you can lost it is in your heart.

—Darrell Royal
***

***
I live only in the moment in this strange unmortal space, crowded
with beauty, pierced with danger.

—Charles A. Lindbergh
***




