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(NAPSA)—Teenagers usually
perceive a driver’s license as a ticket
to freedom. It’s momentous for par-
ents, too. Though they often are
aware of the high crash risks asso-
ciated with teen drivers, they’re
relieved not to have to chauffeur
their children around anymore.

Of the 187.2 million licensed
drivers in 1999, 12.7 million (6.8
percent) were between the ages of
15 and 20. Crashes are the lead-
ing cause of death among Ameri-
can teens, and account for more
than one-third of all deaths of 16
to 18 year olds. As shown by the
chart, the crash problem is worse
among 16 year olds, who have the
most limited driving experience
and an immaturity that often
results in risk-taking behind the
wheel.

To combat this ongoing nation-
al tragedy, the Department of
Transportation’s National High-
way Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) has joined forces
with the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IIHS) and other
safety organizations to give par-
ents some help training their
teenage drivers. One product of
the joint effort with the IIHS is a
brochure entitled “Beginning
Teenage Drivers.”

This publication describes the
characteristics of teenage drivers’
crashes, provides hints and tips for
parents training a young driver,

offers a brief explanation of Gradu-
ated Driver Licensing (GDL), and
presents two profiles of teenagers
who lost their lives in car crashes.

The publication also discusses
how parents are role models for
their teen drivers; how parents
must establish rules for a driving
teenager; the importance of re-
stricting night driving; choosing a
vehicle based on safety, not image;
and how supervised practice
should be spread over at least six
months.

GDL is a new licensing system
that requires young novice drivers
to graduate through three licens-
ing phases while complying with
safety requirements and restric-
tions that limit teen passengers,
restrict night driving, establish
zero tolerance for alcohol, and
require a specific amount of
supervised practice during the ini-
tial phase. Evaluations of GDL
systems have shown positive
results in reducing the crashes of
novice drivers (up to 37 percent).

For more information on this
and other aspects of highway
safety, visit the NHTSA Web site at
www.nhtsa.dot.gov and the IIHS
Web site at www.highwaysafety.
org. To request a copy of “Beginning
Teenage Drivers,” write to The
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 400 7th Street SW,
Mail Stop NTS-32, Attn: Sean
McLaurin, Washington, DC 20590.

Gov’t And Industry Teaming Up To Save Teen Drivers

Percentage of Fatal Crashes by Characteristic, 1999
Driver Age 16 17-19 20-49
Driver Error 82 75 63
Speeding 34 31 22
3+ Occupants 32 25 18
Single Vehicle 40 37 30
Drivers Killed w/0.01+ BAC 13 33 49
Female Driver 37 29 30

Long Time No See
(NAPSA)—In her eight best-

selling novels, author Susan Isaacs
has created some of the most lik-
able and witty protagonists in con-
temporary fiction. Now in her
sparkling new novel, Long Time No
See (HarperCollins, $26)—after a
20-year interval—she returns to

Judith Singer, the beloved heroine
of her first work of fiction, Compro-
mising Positions.

In Long Time No See, Singer is
now a fifty-something widow, with a
part-time teaching job at a local col-
lege. When Shorehaven neighbor
Courtney Logan vanishes into thin
air on Halloween, Singer can’t help
but ponder whodunit. 

As soon as Singer begins trying
to solve the mystery, her former
lover, Nelson Sharpe of the Nassau
County Police Department reap-
pears in her life, cautioning her to
stay out of the case.

Long Time No See has been
described as “pure Susan Isaacs,”
an entertaining and artful mix of
murder, sex and humor. 

Long Time No See brings back
a favorite Isaacs’ heroine, Judith
Singer.

(NAPSA)—Walk down almost
any street in America during the
holiday season and you will see
holiday lights—lots and lots of
them. They light the way for trav-
elers coming home for the holi-
days and welcome Santa Claus as
well.

What you cannot see, but may
have experienced first-hand, is the
frustration that is part of lighting
for the holidays. Year after year, dec-
orative lights fail by the millions,
frustrating homeowners, and forc-
ing them to run to the store to get
extra sets to decorate their homes
and trees, often on the very day they
intend to put them up. 

Traditional holiday lights waste
a large amount of electricity at the
very time we can ill afford to squan-
der precious resources. Traditional
holiday lights also increase the risk
of fire when hot bulbs come in con-
tact with trees and other flamma-
ble materials in and around the
home.

That very combination of
homeowner frustration, excessive
electricity use, and safety con-
cerns was the genesis of a new
product that is currently available
in many retail stores around the
country, Forever Bright® decora-
tive lights.

Forever Bright decorative lights
are a revolutionary holiday light-
ing product that offers several
advantages over traditional holi-
day lights. They use 80-90 percent
less electricity, saving the consumer
money every month. The lights are
very reliable and durable, rated for
up to 200,000 hours of use. Because
they remain cool to the touch, there
is no need to worry about hot lights
starting a fire. They are also
unbreakable, because they are not
made of fragile glass.

According to David Allen,
President of Fiber Optic Designs,
the company that invented Forever
Bright lights, “These UL approved

lights use tiny semi-conductors, or
light emitting diodes (LEDs), to cre-
ate light. They do not rely upon a
glowing filament that converts 80
percent of electrical energy to heat.
That is why Forever Bright bulbs
always remain cool to the touch
when lit, and save so much energy.”

Adds Mr. Allen, “We, as a
nation, could save between 6 and
16 million megawatts of electricity
each month by using Forever
Bright holiday lights. In dollar
terms, the savings approach $1
billion per month nationwide,
more than offsetting the cost of
the lights for each household.” 

Forever Bright decorative lights
are available as standard indoor/
outdoor light strings, and come in
popular curtain and icicle styles.
Colors include red, green, gold and
mixed. There is also a new color
available that looks like the can-
dlelight of yore.

Further information about
Forever Bright decorative lights can
be obtained on the Internet at
www.forverbright.com, or by writ-
ing to Forever Bright Decorative
Lights, Fiber Optic Designs, 704
Floral Vale Boulevard, Yardley, PA
19067.

Holiday Lighting:
Latest Technology Saves Time, Money And More

LED-based holiday lights last
nearly forever and cut electricity
use way back. Information can be
obtained at www.foreverbright.com.

(NAPSA)—Pennsylvania ’s
changing foliage creates a breath-
taking backdrop for a variety of
fun travel opportunities—and two
of Pennsylvania’s popular sea-
sonal resources, www.fallinpa.com
and 1-800-FALL-IN-PA are ready
to assist leaf peepers with their
search for the best and brightest
foliage. From September 12th
through mid-November, the hot-
line will operate 24 hours a day.
For information, call 1-800-VISIT-
PA for a free copy of 2001 Pennsyl-
vania Visitor ’s Guide, highway
map and the current events guide.
In addition, Pennsylvania’s travel
and tourism Web site, www.experi
encepa.com, provides detailed
information on attractions and
events throughout the state. 

The National Association of
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
(NAPNAP) is mounting a cam-
paign to protect the estimated
three million children heading
back to school this year who are
at risk of chickenpox. These chil-
dren, ages 6 to 12, who have nei-
ther been vaccinated against the
virus nor contracted the disease,

are at risk of more serious compli-
cations than younger children.
According to a recent NAPNAP-
sponsored survey, nearly 90 per-
cent of parents were unaware
that chickenpox could have seri-
ous complications, including
death. For more information, con-
tact Joe Casey, Director of Mem-
bership & Communications, at
856-667-1773, or visit www.nap
nap.org.

(NAPSA)—According to Ernie
McCraw, the director of beauty
education for Sally Beauty Sup-
ply, one way to repair summer
damage to your hair is to revital-
ize and restore resilience with Ion
Effective Care Intensive Therapy
Treatment. Its protein and vita-
min formula was created to
rebuild and rehydrate, to give
hair more body and make it more
manageable.

Everyone knows that celebrity
stardom means fame and fortune,
but did you know that it also means
being treated to exclusive luxury
gift baskets distributed at posh
entertainment industry events.
Some of them are bestowed on
celebrities at high-profile award
shows and movie premieres before
they’re even in the stores for the
rest of us to buy. Such was the case
at the recent Emmy Awards, where
A-list presenters, show producers
and ATAS (Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences) VIPs received an
exquisite timepiece. The exclusive
18-karat gold-and-stainless-steel
Ebel 1911 watch featured a diamond
encrusted bezel and mother-of-pearl
diamond dial.

The 9th annual Oppenheim
Toy Portfolio 2002 Edition ($12,
ISBN 0-9664823-8-7) contains

reviews of hundreds of new and
classic toys, books, videos, music,
and software for kids. The con-
sumer group has also relaunched
its Web site, www.toyportfolio.com
with an extensive database of
reviews. It’s available in book-
stores, online or by sending $12
(free shipping) to Oppenheim Toy
Portfolio, 40 East 9th Street, Suite
14M, New York, NY 10003.

***
A mother is not a person to lean
on, but a person to make lean-
ing unnecessary.

—Dorothy Canfield Fisher
***

***
Write down the thoughts of the
moment. Those that come
unsought for are commonly the
most valuable.

—Francis Bacon.
***




