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(NAPSA)—Chronic illnesses
such as asthma, diabetes, high
blood pressure, and heart failure
are among the most difficult con-
ditions to treat, not because they
require dramatic, high-tech med-
ical interventions, but because
they require regular, relatively
inexpensive treatments, which
patients may forget or avoid. 

When patients don’t keep up
with their treatments—often
because they don’t fully under-
stand their disease and the need
for regular care—they are more
likely to become seriously ill and
require hospitalization. This is par-
ticularly true of Medicaid patients,
who frequently encounter barriers
to accessing regular medical care
such as lack of transportation and
language or cultural barriers. Con-
sequently, they may turn to the
hospital emergency room for their
routine medical needs, which dra-
matically increases the cost of their
care.

A new, experimental  health
care initiative in Florida, called
“Florida: A Healthy State,” has
been designed to address the
unique needs of the chronically ill
Medicaid population by improving
their care and reducing the cost of
that care.

“Florida: A Healthy State” is a
ground-breaking collaboration
between Florida ’s Agency for
Health Care Administration
(AHCA) and the pharmaceutical
company Pfizer Inc. The program
coordinates and makes the best
possible use of the resources and
expertise of major medical centers,

federally qualified health centers,
and physicians across the state to
improve the health of 50,000 of
Florida’s Medicaid patients with
asthma, diabetes, hypertension,
and heart failure, by:

• Using state-of-the-art care
management software to help ded-
icated care managers track and
coordinate patients’ care to keep
them healthier and reduce the
number of expensive emergency
room visits, and even more expen-
sive hospitalizations;

• Providing specialized edu-
cation and health training at
local  health centers to help
patients better read and under-
stand educational materials
about their disease and treat-
ment instructions;

• Donating Pfizer medications
to the state of Florida for Medic-
aid patients in need.

Pfizer, with its 150 years of
experience in the development of
medicines and health care ser-
vices, believes in the “Florida: A
Healthy State” program and has

guaranteed it will save the state
$33 million. Because so much of
the cost of treating this group of
patients is generated by frequent
visits to hospital emergency
rooms and hospital stays, the
only way the program can suc-
ceed is by improving the care
and—just as important—the reg-
ularity of care provided to this
patient population.

I n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
patients receive the regular care
they require, hospitals involved
in the program will hire care
managers who will use “smart”
software developed by Pfizer,
based on physicians’ best prac-
tices that will give health care
providers a way to identify, and
focus resources on, those patients
who are the most likely—without
those resources—to end up in the
hospital.

With hundreds of patients
already enrolled, and hospitals
throughout the state signing on,
the program is well on its way.

Jackson Memorial Hospital,
the major teaching hospital of the
University of Miami Medical
School, and one of the nation’s
leaders in the care of Medicaid
patients and patients with chronic
illnesses, is the first to join the
program. Other hospitals through-
out the state of Florida that have
a high volume of Medicaid
patients have also signed on,
including Tampa General Hospi-
tal, Orlando Regional and Florida
Hospital, and others are expected
to join the program over the next
several months.

A New Approach To Treating Medicaid Patients (NAPSA)—Do you ever wonder
why the grass is always greener
on the other side of the fence?
Maybe your neighbor understands
the basics of good lawn care.
According to Billy Lowe of Snap-
per—builder of residential and
commercial lawn-mowing equip-
ment for more than 50 years—
great lawns can spring to life
when you follow these rules:

• Get ready—They come in a
variety of colors and sizes, but no
matter what a mower looks like,
it can’t do the job without a good
blade. Whether you use a regular
blade or one that mulches, a dull
blade will hack at your lawn and
leave your grass weakened and
prone to disease, Lowe says. Start
the year with a good pre-season
mower checkup at an indepen-
dent power equipment dealer to
make sure the mower and its
safety systems are ready for a
weekly workout.

• Get set—Before you start
the mower each time, check the
basics. Make sure your fuel tank
is full, your oil is at the proper
level and grass, leaves or other
materials are cleared away from
the engine, discharge chute and
blade. Tighten bolts that appear
loose and make sure bagging
equipment has no holes or tears.

Are you ready? Take a look at
what you’re wearing. Your lawn-
mowing uniform should consist of
long pants, a shirt with sleeves
(no loose-fitting items or dangling
chains or strings) and hard-toe
shoes. Complement your ensemble
with long hair tied back, a pair of
sunglasses or safety glasses and
sunscreen.

Walk the yard, make sure it is
dry and check for hidden toys,
rocks or other items. An object
caught in the blade can not only
damage the mower, it can come
hurtling through the discharge
chute at a velocity capable of dam-
aging homes or cars and injuring
you or others.

After you’ve cleared the yard of
objects, clear it of people and pets.
Don’t risk an injury. Remove the
possibility by sending those you
love inside and out of the path of
the mower.

No passengers on mowers—
ever. In addition to the obvious
danger of children slipping off
the mower or distracting the
operator, children who ride on
mowers lose their fear of mowers
and consider them to be toys—
not power equipment. Children

who regularly ride on mowers
with a well-meaning parent or
relative have been known to run
after the mower while it is in
motion with the driver unaware
that the child is nearby and pos-
sibly in the mower ’s path. It is an
accident that can easily be
avoided by never taking a pas-
senger on your mower.

• Go!—Make a pass with your
mower and then check how much
you are cutting off. The rule is,
only cut one-third of the blade
each time you mow. Grass, like
any plant, makes food through its
leaves. If there is not enough leaf
(or, in the case of grass, blade) left
the plant must struggle to make
food to feed its roots.

Speaking of food, why remove a
great source of nutrition for the
lawn by bagging? Finely chopped
particles of grass can provide
much-needed nutrients for the
lawn. Mulching grass cuts trash-
hauling bills, keeps bags of grass
out of overflowing landfills, cuts
down mowing time and feeds the
lawn. Lowe recommends bagging
grass only at the beginning and
end of the mowing season, when it
is more likely to be damp and
heavy, or to discourage weed
reseeding when dandelions and
other weeds are at their height.

Finally, Lowe advises, don ’t
get into a mowing rut. Change
directions each time you mow,
moving horizontally, vertically
and diagonally to keep your yard
rut-free.

Follow these simple rules and
your lawn can be the one that
your neighbors envy.

For more lawn care tips, infor-
mation on Snapper Equipment or
a list of Snapper dealers, contact
Snapper at 1-800-SNAPPER or
visit www.snapper.com.

Get Ready, Get Set, MOW!

Before you mow, it’s a good
idea to make sure that your
mower is in tiptop shape.

(NAPSA)—Having the means
to properly store, reheat and serve
food generally means taking up a
lot of space with containers of one
sort or another—different pieces
for each function.

Fortunately, there’s now a new
food storage product that thrives
in the cold tundra of the freezer,
handles the blazing heat of the
microwave with ease and always
looks great on the dinner table.

“We began with a simple idea:
to design the perfect food storage
container. We spent endless hours
examining every container out
there, and talked to hundreds of
consumers about their current food
storage frustrations,” says John
Lown, chief executive officer of
Snapware Corporation. “The result
is a smart, design-driven product
that brings the food storage cate-
gory out of the dark ages.”

From Freezer to Microwave
to Tabletop

The Snap N Serve food storage
system is made of crystal-clear
polycarbonate—a shatterproof,
stain-resistant material that ’s
safe for use in the freezer,
microwave and dishwasher—and
looks right at home on your dining
room table too.

Designed with a Snap 
The design features Snapware’s

innovative Snap-Lock Latch Tech-
nology that seals containers with
one quick snap. For convenient
microwave cooking, simply lift the
latches and place in the microwave
with the lid on for splatter-free
cooking. The open latches act as a

vent in the microwave.
Ergonomically-designed han-

dles stay cool even right out of the
microwave for easy handling of
the container. To ensure more
even heating, special feet are inte-
grated in the bottom of the con-
tainer to allow air to flow freely
around the container.

Unique Nesting System for
Modular Storage 

Snapware has developed the
most convenient “nesting system”
yet. For easy storing, all contain-
ers fit within each other and the
largest Snap N Serve container
(113⁄4” x 8”). In addition, the lids
are universal according to size (S,
M, L) for optimum convenience. 

Value Price Point 
Snap N Serve offers features,

convenience and quality—at a
competitive price. A 10-piece set
retails for less than $25.

For more information, con-
sumers can call 1-87-SNAPWARE.

Storage Containers For Reheating And Serving

New storage containers can
go from the freezer to the micro-
wave to the table.

(NAPSA)—According to eye
care experts routine eye examina-
tions are very important for
seniors and may help detect prob-
lems specific to the aging process
before they become serious. Prob-
lems may include presbyopia,
cataracts, age-related macular
degeneration and glaucoma.

Sally Hunter created the main
character in the children’s book
Humphrey’s Corner when she was
a single mom, struggling to make
ends meet. Now the books, greet-
ing cards, plush animals and
room decor based on her charac-
ters are helping to bring life’s
lessons to children around the
globe. Hunter describes Hum-
phrey’s Corner as a nostalgic, sim-
ple world, which may be a little
too idealistic, but is a reminder of
the importance of childlike won-
der and innocence.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at www.cdc.gov.
Motts at www.motts.com.
Lantiseptic Skin Protectant at www.Lantiseptic.net.
Preventx® Hand Sanitizer and First Aid Antiseptic at www.pre
ventx.com.
Tamiflu at www.flustar.com.
Omnicef at www.rxabbott.com/om/omnicef.html.
iUniverse.com at www.iuniverse.com.
Pantene at www.pantene.com.
Old Mother Hubbard at www.omhpet.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

Some rural residents of Maryland once believed that the cackling
of geese foretold rain.


