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(NAPSA)—Selecting home décor
is never an easy process, especially
for those hard-to-decorate rooms and
spaces. From finding the right wall
color to selecting the best flooring,
furniture and accessories, home-
owners are often at a loss. 

Trends in home décor quickly
come and go, but by following a few
simple guidelines, homeowners can
make decorating easy instead of
frightening. It’s all about finding
and matching the perfect pieces to
complement your space and your
personality. There is no “one size
fits all” in home decorating, but
lifestyle designer Kathy Ireland
has found some ways to universal-
ize décor basics for homeowners.
As CEO and chief designer of
Kathy Ireland Worldwide, Kathy’s
mission statement is “…finding
solutions for families, especially
busy moms.”

“When taking on home décor
projects, following a few guide-
lines helps make my life as a
working mom—and all moms
work whether they get paid or
not—fun and easy,” said Kathy.
“Having elegant and functional
pieces with bold and beautiful
colors has really added to the
style and personality of my home
and it can with yours, too.” 

Kathy, in her home design work,
finds the following solutions most
helpful: 

1. Color makes any room come
alive. Every color in the rainbow is
accessible and can quickly give a
room a new look. Hues and inten-
sity can make a difference in the
feeling and tone you bring to a
room when refreshing its look.
Changing the space with color
adds spirit and dictates how the
color palette will grow as you start
to bring in accessories.

2. Accessories add personality
to a home. Your accessories tell a
story about you to visitors. They
also make your home more inviting

and comfortable for you and your
family. Families can always rely on
Kathy Ireland Home by Franz to
bring elegance and personality to
any room in their home. The sea-
sonal pieces as well as the everyday
collections from the Franz Collec-
tion complement existing décor and
really bring new elements into the
room. The Franz Collection designs
hand-painted, hand-sculpted porce-
lain pieces ranging from functional
serving trays and teapots to gor-
geous vases and bowls for every
room, and the Kathy Ireland Home
for Pacific Coast accessories feature
designs of different textures and
materials. 

3. Grouping and mixing acces-
sories is a key element in making
a room or space reflect your style.
It is important to use all possible
decorative space without making
the space look awkward. The
Franz Collection lends itself nicely
to this, as the pieces are part of
specific lines but can be used in
different areas of the home and
can be grouped with other-sized
pieces, making a great aesthetic.
Displaying objects, such as two

Luminescence teacups and teapot
together, is a great addition to a
glass-front cupboard or hutch.
Grouping items in odd numbers is
most appealing to the eye while
showing off your beautiful, usable
pieces of art for the home. 

4. Another easy way to brighten
a space is to accessorize with flow-
ers. Vases can really add to a room
and a bold vase really makes a dif-
ference as a focal point. To put
together a special arrangement,
bring a bright and colorful vase,
such as the Luminescence Vase
from Kathy Ireland Home by
Franz, to your local florist for a spe-
cial occasion. Professionals can help
design a custom arrangement that
complements the vase and incorpo-
rates style and quality into any
room in the house, and help you
feel confident in your own designs
because flowers from your super-
market or garden also work beauti-
fully with this vase. Homeowners
can find retailers in their area who
carry Kathy Ireland Home acces-
sories at www.kathyireland.com or
more items from The Franz Collec-
tion at www.franzcollection.com. 

How To Refresh Your Home With Simple And Small Touches
Elegant Additions Instantly Add Character and Charm to Your Home 

Get Personal—Accessories can help tell visitors the story of your
home.

Kathy Ireland Home by Franz Luminescence Peacock Collection

Immigration Amnesty Could
Hurt Retired Americans
(NAPSA)—Pending “guest

worker” immigration amnesty legis-
lation would impose a steep price on
both retired and working legal U.S.
citizens, warns one of the nation’s
largest nonpartisan seniors groups. 

“Seniors and disabled people could
see cuts to their Social Security
checks or Cost-Of-Living Adjust-
ments,” states Ralph McCutchen,
Chairman of TREA Senior Citizens
League (TSCL). “Social Security

could become insolvent even sooner
than expected,” he says, “and legal
U.S. workers could see a bigger
chunk of their paychecks go to pay
Social Security taxes.” 

The bill would allow illegal
immigrants credit for work that
was performed under a fraudulent
or nonwork authorized Social Secu-
rity number. In addition, according
to a new cost estimate from the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office, the legislation would cost the
Social Security Trust Fund almost
$50 billion in payroll taxes because
employers would not be required to
pay payroll taxes for illegal employ-
ees who apply for legal status.

TSCL urges seniors to contact
their members of Congress to vote
“nay” to “guest worker” immigra-
tion amnesty and the Social Secu-
rity Totalization Agreement with
Mexico.

To learn more, visit www.
SeniorsLeague.org. 

(NAPSA)—It can be easier
than you think to put the brakes
on high auto insurance rates. Your
independent agent is the key to
getting the best rates. He or she
can review your policy and possi-
bly help you find a variety of illu-
minating ways to save money.

Here are some things you may
want to consider:

• Check several companies’
rates. This is the single most
important thing you can do to get
the best possible rate—and an
independent agent or broker can
do it for you quickly and easily.
The difference between the high-
est and lowest rate available to
you from different companies
could vary by hundreds of dollars.

• Reduce or drop physical dam-
age coverage on an older car.
Depending on your car’s age and
where you live, comprehensive
and collision coverage may not be
worth keeping. Your independent
agent or broker can give you
advice on whether it makes sense
to reduce or drop this coverage
altogether.

• Raise your deductible.
According to the Insurance Infor-
mation Institute, raising your
deductible from $200 to $500
could reduce your collision and
comprehensive cost by 15 to 30
percent. In addition, because the
average driver files a collision
claim only once every 10 years,
odds are that over the lifetime of
your car, a higher deductible will
save you money. Your independent
agent or broker can show you how
raising your deductible will lower

your premium.
• Look for discounts. Many

insurance companies reduce pre-
miums for certain driver traits or
car features; for example, being a
homeowner for more than three
years, nonsmoker, nondrinker,
students with good grades, senior
citizens who have taken an
approved defensive driving course,
people who only drive for plea-
sure, cars kept in garages, anti-
lock brakes, anti-theft devices, air
bags, etc. Ask your independent
agent or broker to check.

• Don’t assume having your
car and home insured by the same
company is the best option.
Because auto insurance rates vary
so much from company to com-
pany, it may make sense for you to
have your car and home insured
by separate companies.

Shed light on insurance sav-
ings by visiting an independent
insurance agent or broker. To find
one, visit driveinsurance.com.

Shedding Light On Car Insurance Savings

Save money by paying your
insurance premium in full. It
could earn you a discount.

Adopt A Walking Buddy 
(NAPSA)—Adopting a furry

friend not only saves your new
buddy’s life; it might improve your
health.

As the thermometer drops,
many people head indoors, giving
up on regular exercise routines.
Science has shown that consistent
activity is a key tool in reaching
and maintaining a healthy
weight. Finding a furry exercise
buddy who needs to go for a walk
regardless of the weather can be
one of the most effective ways to
achieve consistent exercise.

To help walking buddies con-
nect, Weight Watchers, a trusted
name in weight loss, and North
Shore Animal League America,
the world’s largest no-kill, pet res-
cue and adoption program, have
teamed up for the Adopt a Walk-
ing Buddy campaign. 

The campaign launches in
October and will run through the
winter. During the League’s Adopt
a Walking Buddy Adoptathon,
North Shore Animal League Amer-
ica will be open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

For information on the Adopt a
Walking Buddy campaign or to find
a shelter near you, visit www.
animal-league.org/walkingbuddy.

Walking is a safe, easy way to get
some exercise and adopting a
dog is all the inspiration you
need to get moving.

Editor’s note: October is Adopt-A-Shelter
Dog Month.

(NAPSA)—For the first time,
seven of Europe’s leading beauty
brands are making their way to
the United States. This fall, Wal-
greens will carry a new beauty
center full of high-end European
bath, body and skin care luxuries.
The European Beauty Collection
“beauty centers” will look as
though they have been pulled
from a high-end department store.
At each Walgreens, there will be
expert Beauty Advisors, signature
gift bags, testers, deluxe samples,
and product informational panels
to help shoppers navigate the
extensive line. For more informa-
tion, visit www.EuropeanBeauty
Collection.com.

**  **  **
With approximately 1.5 billion

bags transported last year by the
domestic U.S. airlines, there are
many compelling reasons to con-
sider a baggage-handling proposal
presented by Luggage Express, a
division of Universal Express, Inc.
This partnership proposes conve-
nient travel for passengers and
baggage and an economical solu-
tion for transporting baggage for
air passengers. To find out more,
visit www.usxp.com or call 866-
SHIPBAGS. 

**  **  **
The HP 37” MediaSmart LCD

HDTV is a fully networked digital
TV that merges the PC and the
TV, so you can stream your photos,
music and videos from your PC

onto a high-definition LCD display. 
**  **  **

Looking for a great gift for
Dad? Consider TomTom ONE, the
newest entry-level, all-in-one
portable navigation device. For
more information, visit www.tom
tom.com. And for Mom, there’s
Affection™, a luxurious fragrance
with sparkling energy, warmth,
femininity and a touch of
romance. To learn more, visit
www.marykay.com or call (800)
MARY KAY (627-9529). 

**  **  **
The ASPCA offers the country’s

first pet insurance plans to be
developed for and branded by a
national animal welfare organiza-
tion. For more information, visit
www.aspcapetinsurance.com or
call (866) 861-9092.

**  **  **
Only 26 percent of families

have actually developed and prac-
ticed a home fire escape plan. For
tips on fire safety, visit www.red
cross.org. 

***
Dedicate some of your life to
others. Your dedication will not
be a sacrifice. It will be an exhil-
arating experience because it
is an intense effort applied
toward a meaningful end.

—Dr. Thomas Dooley 
***

***
Facts are facts and will not dis-
appear on account of your likes.

—Jawaharlal Nehru 
***

***
If you have a talent, use it in
every which way possible. Don’t
hoard it. Don’t dole it out like a
miser. Spend it lavishly like a
millionaire intent on going
broke.

—Brendan Francis 
***

***
A technical objection is the first
refuge of a scoundrel.

—Heywood Broun 
***




