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(NAPSA)—Toy car collectors
are not just spinning their wheels.
According to the Toy Industry
Association, these collectors spend
more than $2 billion a year on
their collectible cars. 

If you feel driven by the sight
of these small vehicles, why not
start your own collection of Hum-
mers, Escalades and Mustangs—
in 1/64th scale? These tips come
from Everett Marshall, proprietor
of the Matchbox Road Museum in
Newfield, N.J., whose collection
includes more than 15,000 minia-
ture hot rods—including some of
the first Matchbox vehicles ever
produced. 

1. Decide What You Want To
Collect. Collecting should be some-
thing you enjoy, can share with oth-
ers and has special meaning for
you. For instance, most Matchbox
collectors start with the Basic Car
Collection, in which new models
are refreshed year-round. From
there, they may expand to Super-
fast cars (introduced in the 1970s
and relaunched in 2004), Convoys
(semitrailers), Sky Busters (air-
craft), Models of Yesteryear (the
original vehicles created exclusively
for adult collectors), King-Size
(approximately 1:32 to 1:43 scale)
and Collectibles. 

2. Educate Yourself. When on
the hunt for the quintessential
toy, you can use price guides and
collector publications to help
understand the value of different
vehicles that are most difficult to
find—such as the #41 Ford GT in
yellow with Superfast wheels—
but they are only a “guide” to
approximate values. 

3. Keep Your Collection In
Good Condition. One collectible

in mint condition can be worth
more than a hundred battered
ones. If something comes pack-
aged, keep it that way. If you
really want to play with the car,
buy two. To keep your collectibles
in good condition: 

• Keep out of direct sunlight. 
• Keep in a sealed cabinet or

display case. 
• Try to keep them dust free. 
• Be careful not to scratch or

break any pieces when cleaning. 
4. Attend Collector Shows

and Auctions. Once you know
what you’re looking for, collector
shows can be great places to find
it. Go with an agenda or have a
particular vehicle in mind. That
can keep you from making impul-
sive decisions.  

5. Join A Club. It can put you
in touch with other collectors who
share the same interests through
newsletters and conventions. It
can also provide an outlet for trad-
ing, buying and selling and keep
you up to speed on what’s new.
You can also learn what’s scorch-
ing the collectible car scene by
checking out the Matchbox Web
site at www.matchbox.com. 

Tiny Cars Are Tremendous With Kids And Collectors

Collecting—and playing with—
miniature vehicles can keep peo-
ple of all ages on the road to fun.

(NAPSA)—The right after-
school activities may help your
child do better during the school
day. Yet research shows most
teens go straight from the class-
room to the TV room. The average
teen in the United States is home
alone after school at least two
days per week.  A large number of
those teens spend an average of
five hours daily in front of the TV,
on the computer or playing video
games, according to the U.S.
Department of Education.

In addition, a recent survey by
Kelton Research found that nearly
75 percent of American college
graduates believe today’s teen-
agers have far less supervision
than previous generations. When
asked what they thought today’s
teens were doing after school, 60
percent of adults agreed that kids
were engaged in non-social activi-
ties such as playing video games,
watching TV or surfing the Inter-
net. So what can working parents
do? Experts recommend looking
into after-school programs.

After-school Programs
Nine out of 10 adults (89 per-

cent) agree that getting teens
involved in an after-school pro-
gram will help them become more
creative, responsible and happier
as they mature. Also, studies have
shown that the majority of teens
would watch less TV and play
fewer video games if they had
other options after school.  

“We know that teens are hap-
pier, more successful and better

adjusted when they have the
opportunity to interact with oth-
ers after school in a positive,
supervised environment,” says
Emil Brolick, president of the
Taco Bell Foundation. 

Through its partnership with
Boys & Girls Clubs of America, the
Foundation has provided more than
$15 million toward teen after-school
programs nationwide—helping
more than a million teens since
1995. The Foundation has created
400 teen centers and supports more
than 1,000 leadership and develop-
ment groups for youth ages 14 to
18. The groups, called Keystone
Clubs, elect officers, choose their
own activities and implement com-
munity service projects.  

It is hoped such programs will
help today’s teens avoid being
identified with a term that is
older than they are: “latchkey
kids.” 

For more information, visit
www.teensupreme.org.  

Studying After-School Programs

After-school programs provide
teens with a positive alternative
to watching TV and other non-
social activities.

(NAPSA)—Many parents have
found it can be surprisingly easy
to care for and keep their baby’s
skin soft. 

Parents quickly learn that
everyday triggers, from change in
weather to itchy fabrics to fra-
granced detergents, can cause
their baby’s delicate skin to
become dry and irritated. That’s
because a baby’s skin is more frag-
ile than adult skin and it’s also
less oily. 

Oils on the skin create a help-
ful barrier and without it a baby’s
skin is less resistant to bacteria
and irritating substances in the
environment. Once that happens,
the result can be diaper rash,
chapped, raw skin, even eczema.
The bottom line is to keep skin
protected and treat it gently when
it’s irritated.

Here are a few tips for parents
to keep in mind from pediatrician
Dr. Sanders Lipman: 

• Dress your baby in soft,
loose-fitting clothing to minimize
friction against the skin. Avoid
rough, course or tight fabrics,
especially if the temperature is
hot. If baby’s skin is really sensi-
tive, Dr. Lipman suggests that
parents also wash their clothes
with a perfume-free, dye-free and
hypoallergenic detergent.

• Children often experience
facial irritations caused by runny
noses, drooling and even wind-
burn. To relieve and even prevent
irritated skin, apply a moisturiz-
ing, healing ointment such as
Aquaphor. “I consider Aquaphor
the chapped cheek syndrome for-
mula,” says Dr. Lipman. “It pro-
tects skin while it soothes and
moisturizes.”

• A full bath need only be
given two to three times a week,
not daily. However, it is a good

idea to wash the face and behind
the ears, neck, hands and bottom
on a daily basis. Don’t use soap on
baby’s face.

• During baby’s bath time, Dr.
Lipman suggests using a gentle
baby cleanser, not soaps. The most
important attribute of a baby
wash is that it’s free of fragrances,
which could increase the likeli-
hood of irritating a baby’s skin.
Pediatricians trust Aquaphor ’s
Gentle Wash because it’s not only
free of dyes and fragrances, it
even has a nondrying, soap-free
formula that easily rinses clean
with no residue.  

• Ten percent of babies experi-
ence atopic dermatitis, also known
as eczema, resulting in extremely
dry, itchy patches on the face,
scalp and diaper area. To calm
extremely dry skin, pediatricians
recommend the “soak n’ seal” solu-
tion: Simply bathe in lukewarm
water for about 15 minutes and
immediately after, apply a heavy
moisturizer, such as Eucerin
Creme, to damp skin to lock in
lasting moisturization. 

A child’s sensitive skin requires
extra attention and care. These
skin savers can help to keep skin
healthy and soft.

Caring For Baby’s Skin 

Because delicate baby skin is
easy to irritate, experts suggest
using a fragrance-free baby wash.

(NAPSA)—The smartest looks for
this year’s students may have less to
do with what they wear than with
the gear they carry. That’s because
new types of technology have not only
become stylish, they’ve also become
important educational tools. Here’s
a closer look:

Max Math Scores—The FX-
9860G is a new graphing calcula-
tor that is ideal for high school
and college kids who are exploring
more-complex math functions and
who will be preparing for SATs,
AP, and state-issued tests. With
an advanced screen and built-in
USB port, the device lets students
hook up to their PCs and down-
load and share a number of add-in
applications. The device is also a
great accessory to calculus, chem-
istry, physics, biology, finance and
business courses.

A Fraction Of The Work—
The FX-300ES scientific calcula-
tor has an exclusive “natural
textbook” display. It’s designed to

let students see work, including
fractions and scientific expres-
sions, exactly as it appears in
their textbooks.

Functional Basics—The
basic, four-function SL-450L
comes in candy-colored pastel pur-
ple, and is great for students of all
ages.

Label It—The disc title printer
CW-50 (available at Staples
stores) is handy for labeling and
organizing all those DVD’s and
CD’s that students often burn, but
don’t label.

Wearable Technology—Stu-
dents will always be on time for
class with the fashionable atomic
Baby-G watch. It uses atomic
technology to provide accurate
time (it’s synchronized with and
receives data from the atomic
tower in Colorado). It even auto-
matically updates itself during
daylight saving time.

For more information, visit
www.gshock.com or www.casio.com.

High-Tech Tools For School

Functional, yet fashionable technology can help students make the grade. 

The Business Of Ideas
(NAPSA)—A newly-trading,

public technology company called
VIASPACE employs some of the
best thinkers from Caltech and
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
to create out-of-this-world solu-
tions to down-to-earth problems.

The company, with roots in the
U.S. space and defense programs,
has developed products for a vari-
ety of purposes, ranging from
homeland security to delivering
longer lasting power to cell phones.

For instance, its DeepLook
MicroTracker reports on a fire-
fighter ’s position wherever he
goes in a building. It also provides
information on his surroundings
(“There’s carbon monoxide or a
dangerous gas in the room” or
“The firefighter is not moving,” for
example). Unlike GPS tracking,
the technology can follow an
emergency responder through
cement and steel buildings.

VIASPACE was originally
formed to transform space and
defense technologies into real-
world products. Investors say, so
far, it’s had some groundbreaking
results. For more information,
visit www.VIASPACE.com.

Out-Of-This-World Safety—Tech-
nology used in space is helping
to protect emergency responders
on the ground.

(NAPSA)—A recent survey
commissioned by the Transamer-
ica Center for Retirement Studies
revealed that many women are
not as prepared as they should be
for retirement. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ta-retirement.com/
thecenter/.

Research shows that it costs
six times more to attract a new
customer than it does to keep an
existing one. For more rules for
great customer service, visit the
AllBusiness Web site at www.all
business.com.

A free download from Microsoft
offers a range of software from
games to photo organization to
financial services. The software is
available at http://www.windows
marketplace.com/freesmartclients. 




