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( N A P S A ) — I f
you’re like most of
today’s new home-
buyers, chances are
your happiness
depends on how
well—and how fast—
your new home is
built. 

According to a
2001 study by J.D.
Powers and Associ-
ates, quality and prompt comple-
tion are at the top of a list of fac-
tors driving overall customer
satisfaction with their new homes. 

The study says that today’s
homebuyers want high perfor-
mance homes that simplify their
lives and they want them quickly
without sacrificing quality. 

It is a tough order for tradi-
tional builders who can take as
long as 12 to 18 months to com-
plete a home and who are con-
stantly faced with challenges
related to the availability of
skilled labor, materials shortages
and weather delays.

These criteria are easier to
realize for the off-site construction
industry.

According to the President of
Genesis Homes, Roger Lasater,
the company’s off-site construction
process can deliver a high-quality
home that is completely indistin-
guishable from a site-built home—
within 90 days or less.

“The of f -s i te  construct ion
process is faster because it takes
advantages of efficiencies that
include the availability of bulk-
purchased materials, the steady
employment of skilled trades
people and construction in a
completely controlled environ-
ment,” said Lasater. “The process
also includes opportunities for
quality control that are more reli-
able than site construction.”

Genesis Homes, based in
Auburn Hills, Mich., is the only

nationwide producer of modular
homes. It debuted its newest
national model, the Bainbridge, at
the 2002 International Builders’
Show in Atlanta. To illustrate
how much time could be saved,
Genesis’ show house was built
inside the exhibit hall in less
than six days.

Designed specifically for baby
boomers looking to scale down or
trade up with their new home
purchase, the model’s design and
amenities are tailored to the
group’s lifestyle needs.

The 2,595-square-foot home is
available nationwide and features
a flexible floor plan, a high tech
home theater and personal fitness
center, as well as fully integrated
home systems capable of expand-
ing with rapid changes in technol-
ogy. These and other amenities
are designed to enhance the baby
boomer generation’s ever-chang-
ing, energetic, health-conscious
and high-tech lifestyle. 

The fact that the off-site con-
struction process’ efficiencies can
save homebuyers as much as 15
percent on these homes and fea-
tures is an added bonus.

“The Bainbridge is an excellent
example of the industry’s speed,
quality, design and construction
capabilities,” said Lasater. “It also
represents a really smart choice
for homebuyers who want more
home for their money, faster—
within 90 days, rather than nine
to 12 months.”

Building New Homes Better And More Efficiently

Homes such as the Bainbridge demonstrate the
capabilities of off-site construction.

Online Resource
(NAPSA)—Small -business

owners now have an online
resource where they can find valu-
able information that will help
them drive down the cost of run-
ning a business and raising a fam-
ily.

The Alliance for Affordable
Services is a not-for-profit mem-
bership organization committed to
helping small-business owners
reduce expenses and improve their
quality of life. On www.affordable
services.org, owners can consult a
variety of resources designed to
help them grow professionally and
personally. Visitors will also find
timely articles and news that
address their concerns.

The site features tips on mar-
keting and running a successful
family business as well as advice
on Web site design and writing
effective e-mails. Small-business
owners with college-bound stu-
dents can find guidance on secur-
ing scholarships. There’s also
information on legislative issues
that affect the nation’s small busi-
nesses, such as estate tax reform,
health care reform, Social Secu-
rity reform and the simplification
of private pension rules. 

On the site, visitors can also
find out about membership in the
Alliance. The organization offers
its members a multitude of dis-
counted products and services
that address their professional,
health and family needs.

For more information about the
Alliance for Affordable Services,
visit www.affordableservices.org
or call Member Services at 1-800-
733-2242.

OF SMALL
BUSINESS (NAPSA)—A child’s education

begins at home, as parents create
a foundation for the learning
process through their own words
and actions. Although many par-
ents recognize the importance of
reading to their children, few real-
ize they can help kids develop
another skill—writing. 

In addition to its practical uses,
writing has important social and
therapeutic implications. Whether
you’re writing a thank-you note or
letter to a friend, expressing feel-
ings in a journal entry, or jotting
down a grocery list, organizing
your thoughts on paper is a part of
everyone’s day-to-day activities in
some way or another.

Encouraging children to write
about the activities they enjoy is a
great way to develop their writing
skills. By recording thoughts
about a visit to the zoo, a nature
hike, or backyard explorations
with friends, kids can have fun
while learning at the same time. 

Paper Mate has recently intro-
duced another way to make writ-
ing fun by teaming up with Animal
Planet and Jeff Corwin of The Jeff
Corwin Experience to launch “Wild
About Writing,” a national essay
program for kids. By watching
their favorite wildlife adventure on
Animal Planet and submitting a
brief handwritten essay about
what they saw, kids ages six to 15
can win a chance to appear on
Animal Planet in 2003. One lucky
student will be randomly selected
by Paper Mate from eligible essays
received by October 7, 2002.

“We want to encourage kids to
explore the world around them,
stretch their imagination and
express themselves through writ-
ing,” said Corwin. “The world is
full of fascinating creatures, and
kids can learn a great deal by
observing and recording the
behaviors of their favorite wild
animals.”

To help get the creative juices
flowing, Paper Mate offers these

tips for parents to help kids jump-
start the writing process:

1. Encourage keeping a jour-
nal. As your children observe and
explore the world around them,
encourage them to write about
things they see and what interests
them.

2. Make writing fun with “cool
tools.” Use fun writing instru-
ments like animal-print pencils
and neon-colored pens to get your
creative juices flowing. Keep note-
books with colored paper around
for additional inspiration.

3. Write together. Have your
child help you with everyday writ-
ing tasks, such as letter writing
and thank-you notes. This helps
children to see firsthand that
writing is an important and useful
way to communicate.

You may be surprised at what
develops next time your child
puts words on paper. And who
knows, their next essay may lead
to an appearance on Animal
Planet. For more information
on Wild About Writing and for
complete program rules, includ-
ing alternative entry methods,
visit www.papermate.com.

Wildlife enthusiast Jeff Corwin
encourages kids to learn from
the world around them.

Getting Kids “Wild” About Writing

(NAPSA)—With summertime
just around the corner, it’s time to
start cranking up the air condi-
tioner. Whether a unit is brand
new or a few years old, there are
some easy tips to help lower cool-
ing costs this summer while con-
tributing to a longer life for your
air conditioner.

Improper care and mainte-
nance of your air conditioner can
hinder the unit’s performance. If
not corrected at the start of each
cooling season, common problems
that can potentially wreak havoc
on your system include refrigerant
leaks, dirty filters and condensing
coils and electric control failure.
Neglecting to address these issues
can prematurely deteriorate your
unit.

“Air conditioning performance
is a direct result of how well you
take care of the unit during the
peak summer months,” said Paul
Trotter, brand manager for Ameri-
can Standard Heating and Air
Conditioning. “With the proper
upkeep, you can expect your air
conditioner to last for 10 years or
more—and consistently perform
at its peak throughout its life.”

“One of the most important
ways a homeowner can proac-
tively contribute to extending the
life of his or her air conditioner is

to have a yearly inspection prior
to each cooling season. This will
guarantee that the unit is pre-
pared to work properly and at
maximum efficiency.”

American Standard offers five
tips to help you get the most out of
your air conditioner—while help-
ing you save a buck or two this
summer:

• Before summer begins,
schedule to have your home’s air
conditioning system cleaned and
checked by a reputable dealer.

• Invest in a good quality,
pleated air filter designed to cap-
ture more dust and debris and

clean it frequently, at least every
30 days.

• Add insulation to your attic
and weatherproof your house by
covering all exposed windows and
by weather-stripping all doors and
windows.

• Keep programmable ther-
mostats at 78 degrees (F) or
higher when not at home (for each
degree you raise the thermostat
above 78 degrees, you save up to
five percent on cooling costs).

• Dust or vacuum the vents in
your home often to ensure the free
flow of cool air.

Routinely replacing or cleaning
the filters will ensure that your
air conditioner is operating
smoothly. Clogged or dirty filters
block normal airflow and can
reduce a system’s efficiency over
time.

In addition, a homeowner
should carefully assess their
landscaping. The Department of
Energy reports that the shade
produced from trees can reduce
surrounding air temperatures by
as much as nine degrees. If trees
or other plants shade your home,
make sure that leaves and sticks
are regularly cleared away from
your air conditioner.

For additional information, visit
www.americanstandardair.com.

Five Tips For Ten Cool Years
(NAPSA)—The Huntsman World

Senior Games (HWSG), held each
year in St. George, Utah, offers 20
sports and 98 sporting events for
athletes 50 and better—held at 92
venue sites. Approximately 70 per-
cent of the competitors return year
after year to have the experience
of competing and socializing with
friends. Health care professionals
are on the scene to provide Healthy
Lifestyle Seminars, as well as
Health Screenings for PSA, clini-
cal breast exams, cholesterol, glau-
coma, blood pressure, body com-
position, blood sugar, bone density,
and hearing deficiency. Call 800-
562-1268 for more information, or
visit www.seniorgames.net. 

In the satirical, profusely illus-
trated book length fable, Book of
Clones, genetic scientists succeed
in making not just replicas of
people, but in manipulating
genetic factors to produce better
and better people. The book is
written by Pedro A. Sanjuan, a
Washington insider who survived
seven administrations in as many
federal departments, held White
House staff positions for two
presidents, became the U.S.
viceroy of the pacific and served

for ten years as the top U.S. spy
at the United Nations.

To help you serve delicious grilled
meals in no time flat, Tyson Foods,
Inc. offers Individually Fresh Frozen
(IFF) chicken products, which can go
right from the freezer to the grill with-
out needing to thaw. Because IFF
chicken is enhanced naturally with
chicken broth to increase juiciness
and tenderness, it won’t dry out while
cooking on the grill. Each piece of IFF
chicken is ice glazed to ensure fresh-
ness before freezing and allow for
longer storage time in your freezer.
IFF products are available in bone-
less, skinless chicken breasts and ten-
derloins, half breasts, drumsticks,
thighs and wings.




