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A glimpse of you was all it took,
A stranger’s glance it got me

hooked,
And I followed you across the

stars,
I looked for you in seedy bars.

—The Rolling Stones, “Love Is
Strong,” from “Voodoo Lounge”

(NAPSA)—Have you ever
imagined being the manager of a
beachfront bar, mixing up tropi-
cal frozen drinks while beach
bunnies and surfers party in the
sand? 

Now it’s possible to bring the
beach to your place, complete with
authentic island flavors that will
highlight your next get-together.

The Voodoo Lounge line from
Spencer Gifts offers instant enter-
tainment, with accessories to
assemble a sandy hot spot, com-
plete with tiki torches and Voodoo
String Lights to light up your

atmosphere. Available items
include:

• Sand Bar—A real 8-ft.-tall
bar for the home, to be used
indoors or out. 

• Drink Specials Blackboard—
A place to present your daily
blended creations. 

• Voodoo Chimney—A voodoo
face with a hollow mouth where
a virtual flame looks as if it’s
burning.

• Blinking Backlit Sign—Fea-
tures a voodoo face to add to the
festive feel.

Other Voodoo Lounge elements
include glasses, shot glass neck-
laces, stools, faux wood Tiki Gods
and drink buckets. To learn more
or to find a nearby Spencer Gifts
location, visit the Web site at
www.spencergifts.com.

Creating Your Own Summer Lounge

The Voodoo Lounge Sand Bar
can serve as the focal point of a
fun-in-the-sand party.

The chimney can add a bit of
voodoo flavor to your next sum-
mer get-together.

Irresistible Fun
(NAPSA)—Sometimes home is

the place you know best and the
place where you’re best known.
That’s an important theme in the
third installment of the popular
Partonville series by Charlene
Baumbich: “Dearest Dorothy,
Help! I’ve Lost Myself” (Penguin
Original, $10.95).

Baumbich’s first two heart-
warming Partonville novels im-
mersed thousands in the small
town of Partonville and introduced
them to a community of charac-
ters, including the spunky and
irresistible heroine—87-year-old
Dorothy Jean Wetstra. 

In the newest book, Partonville
tries to celebrate its centennial
plus 30, the acting mayor’s traffic
flow plan backfires and a new-
comer deepens her ties to the com-
munity. 

Described as hilarious, touch-
ing and imaginative, the new
novel celebrates the simple plea-
sures of life with wonderful story-
telling and wit.

Available at www.us.penguin
group.com or wherever books are
sold.

(NAPSA)—If you’re considering
getting a walk-behind mower, you
may want to start by taking a
walk around your yard. 

Lawn mowers come in a variety
of sizes, types and prices, so sur-
veying the area you are mowing
can help you decide on the most
efficient mower. Here are some
questions to consider from the
experts at Murray Inc., a lawn
mower provider for more than 50
years.

Q: Does yard size and ter-
rain matter when choosing a
mower?

A: Yes. All walk-behind mowers
can be pushed around a yard but
many mowers have the added
benefit of self-propulsion, provid-
ing added power to turn or drive
the front or back wheels.

For larger lawns (at least 1⁄4
acre), having this extra propulsion
can help reduce the time and
effort to get the job done. This will
also minimize effort when cutting
lawns with hilly terrain.

Some self-propelled mowers
offer a single speed, while others
come with a variable speed system
allowing the user to adjust the
pace of the mower.

Multi-speed drive-multiple
gears allow users to change mow-
ing speeds for increased efficiency.

Front wheel drive enhances
maneuverability, as well as trac-
tion. Rear-wheel drive provides
the best traction on all terrains
and thick grass. Mowers with
higher rear wheels offer addi-
tional maneuverability which is
helpful on hilly or uneven yards. 

Q: How will I dispose of my
grass clippings?

A: Many walk-behind mowers
feature a convertible cutting deck
system equipped to disperse grass
clippings in at least two ways.

Mowers with 2-in-1 capability

can handle lawn clippings by
either discharging them or
mulching them (or in some cases
by either mulching them or bag-
ging them). Mowers are also avail-
able with 3-in-1 versatility which
means the mower performs three
different functions. It can dis-
charge grass, mulch it or bag it for
disposal. When the grass is
mulched, it is chopped into small
bits, then falls to the ground where
it becomes a natural fertilizer. 

Q: Do I need a convertible
mower?

A: Choose a mower that best
fits the way you usually mow
your lawn and has the flexibility
to adapt to changing mowing con-
ditions. A convertible mower lets
you change back and forth easily
without tools. 

Q: How important is horse-
power in a lawn mower?

A: The more you can get the
better. In order to improve
mulching performance, higher
horsepower engines are desired.
Or if you let your grass become tall
before cutting, additional horse-
power can help get the job done. 

For more tips on walk-behind
mowers, visit www.murray.com.

Choosing The Right Walk-Behind Mower

The size of your lawn will help
determine which type of lawn
mower you buy.

(NAPSA)—Experts say the best
way to find an entrepreneurial
opportunity may be to simply
watch and learn: Watch what peo-
ple are buying and learn how you
can sell it to them. For instance,
candy vending machines are now
a $405 million industry in the
U.S.—and entrepreneurs (and
people simply looking to earn
extra income) have taken a big
bite out of this pot. 

According to analysts, one rea-
son vending machines fit the
“watch and learn model” is that
they are accessible. Today, vend-
ing machines aren’t located only
in cafeterias and break rooms.
They’re placed in malls, offices,
grocery stores and even retail
shops. A second reason may be
that the food offered in vending
machines has changed signifi-
cantly over the years. The
machines are now used not only to
sell traditional snack foods but to
sell more healthful foods as well. 

If you are considering entering
the vending machine market, ana-
lysts suggest looking for machines
you can buy directly from the fac-
tory. One company, Multivend, is
said to be the leading manufac-
turer of candy-vending machines
in the U.S. today. Headquartered
in Deer Park, New York, it’s the
only independent American com-
pany in the bulk vending machine
industry that manufactures and

assembles all of its products in the
United States. Since Multivend
customers buy their supplies
directly from the manufacturer,
they avoid the middleman and
costly distributor markup.

The company designed and
manufactures the Vendstar 3000,
described as the most operator-
friendly machine in the vending
industry. It is accompanied by a
10-year parts and service warranty
as well as a 10-year theft and van-
dalism maintenance agreement.
The company’s client base consists
mostly of independent, entrepre-
neurial vending operators through-
out the United States.

For additional information,
please call 1-888-625-2401 toll free
or visit www.MyVendstar.com.

Where To Find The Next Big Idea

The “watch and learn” model has
helped entrepreneurs use vending
machines to turn healthy profits.

(NAPSA)—Some 700,000 Amer-
icans celebrate birthdays each day.
The next time you’re among them,
you may be glad to know that Dairy
Queen® specializes in
“Chillabrations™,” ice cream cakes
for every occasion, including new
Blizzard® cakes, made from Dairy
Queen’s signature frozen treat, in
flavors such as Oreo® and Reese’s®.
Some stores will even decorate an
ice cream cake with an image from
a photograph you bring in. To find
a Dairy Queen, visit
www.dairyqueen.com.

Once found only in high-end
European cars, cabin air filters are
now used in about 30 million
domestic automobiles. These filters
significantly reduce the amount of
carbon monoxide, mold spores and
other dangerous contaminants
found in vehicles. For information
about cabin air filters and to learn
if your vehicle uses this kind of fil-
ter, visit www.pureoil.com, an auto
parts store or your auto service
technician.

Laws regarding financial mat-
ters have become extremely com-
plicated. Fortunately, there’s help
available. More and more people
need professionals who are now
both lawyers and certified public
accountants. Learn more at www.
attorney-cpa.com.

Now it may be easier than ever

to give family memories a profes-
sional look. The latest computer
video editing software makes it
easier to transform events such as
weddings, birthday parties and
family vacations into movies.
Learn more at www.ulead.com.

Computer hardware- and soft-
ware-makers have developed an
all-in-one entertainment hub: Win-
dows XP Media Center Edition
2005-based PCs. In addition to
word processing, e-mail and other
standard computer functions,
these PCs can record and pause
live TV broadcasts and can be
attached to a standard television,
as well as a computer monitor, for
better viewing. For more informa-
tion about the Windows XP Media
Center Edition 2005 visit http://
www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/me
diacenter.

The Irish wolfhound is the
tallest of all dogs, standing about
32 inches high.

***
Put duties aside at least an hour
before bed and perform sooth-
ing, quiet activities that will
help you relax.

—Dianne Hales
***




