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(NAPSA)—It’s estimated that a
new franchise opens every eight
minutes in the U.S.—and with
good reason. The American fran-
chise industry accounts for 40 per-
cent of all retail sales in America. 

What Is A Franchise?
The U.S. Small Business

Administration says that gener-
ally, a franchisee sells goods or
services supplied by the fran-
chisor or that meet the fran-
chisor’s quality standards.

Starting Up
If you’re thinking of starting a

franchise, analysts suggest taking
a look at the local market and
deciding what consumer needs
exist. That’s one reason many peo-
ple open auto-related franchises.
There are millions of cars in the
U.S. and one franchise company,
called 1-800-Radiator, estimates
that any car older than seven
years and with more than 50,000
miles is a probable candidate for a
radiator boil over. 

The company has turned that
fact into profits and it now has fran-
chises across the U.S. The company
arranges fast and inexpensive radi-
ator delivery by providing radiators
within two to three hours. Their
customer base is made up of auto
parts stores, mechanics and auto
repair shops. In just 13 years, 1-
800-Radiator grew from a $3 mil-
lion company to one with over $70
million in revenues. The following
can help answer questions about
franchising with the company:

Q: Do I need automotive experi-
ence or knowledge about radiators?

A: To become a franchisee you do
not need any automotive knowledge
or experience. The company has
spent millions of dollars on systems
that give franchisees a competitive

advantage. For instance, the fran-
chise’s Internet-based system tracks
every phone call, mailing, visit and
sale for every customer it reaches.
That data helps franchises provide
better service and helps build a
market of repeat customers. 

Auto-Related Industries 
Present A Variety Of 

Franchise Opportunities
Q: How do I deal with larger

competitors?
A: The company has stood up

to larger competitors by using its
systems to fine-tune its market-
ing, point-of-sale product data-
base, and inventory management
to gain a competitive edge in the
market and an increase in rev-
enue, direct mailings,  phone
blitzes and sales promotions to
gain market share. 

Q: What happens at start-up?
A: When a new franchise

opens, the company sends in a
“blitz crew” that calls on all the
existing customers and tells them
that there is now a new location
nearby that will deliver their radi-
ators in the same day.  

For more information, visit
www.1800radiator.com. 

Tips For Starting A Franchise

Auto-related industries present a
variety of franchise opportunities. 

(NAPSA)—On one hand, there
are many ways having a pet can
contribute to your health. Pets
offer emotional support, help
people exercise and assist the
disabled. 

On the other hand, pets (and
other animals) can also spread
diseases to people.  Called
zoonotic diseases or zoonoses,
they can be especially dangerous
for young children and people
with certain medical conditions.

There are two main types. One,
such as leptospirosis (a bacterial
infection), can be transmitted
from animals to people. The other
type infects both people and pets.
Lyme disease, for example, can
cause arthritis and is spread by
ticks.

Fortunately, there are ways to
keep your family and pets healthy.
According to veterinarians, you
should:

•Get a wellness exam for your
pet every six months. Remember,
pets age seven times faster, on
average, than people and need
regular checkups.

•Make sure your pet is pro-
tected against disease whenever
possible. Many zoonotic diseases,
including leptospirosis, Lyme dis-
ease, rabies and giardia (a para-
sitic infection), can be prevented
by vaccination.

•Ask your veterinarian about
flea and tick control.

•Wash your hands often when
touching, playing with or caring
for pets.

•Never handle the stool of
any animal without wearing dis-
posable gloves or using a plastic
barrier.

•Avoid kissing your pet or let-
ting him lick your face.

•Do daily “tick checks” on
yourself, your kids and your pet. If
you find a tick, use tweezers to
slowly pull it out. After removing
the tick, immerse it in rubbing
alcohol. Wash the tick bite wound
and your hands with soap and
water.

•If  you’re pregnant,  have
someone else clean the cat’s lit-
ter box. If you must do it your-
self, wear gloves and immedi-
ately wash your hands after

changing the litter.
•Wash your hands after gar-

dening or working in soil where
pets may have relieved themselves.

•If you are scratched or bit-
ten, wash the area with soap
and water right away and
administer first aid. If you are
concerned, contact your health
care professional.

•Not let your pet drink from
standing water outdoors.

•Remove food, garbage or nest-
ing material that may attract dis-
ease-carrying wildlife.

To help protect pets and the
people they come in contact with,
thousands of U.S. veterinary clin-
ics are participating in National
Pet Wellness Month, a veterinary
clinic-centered educational cam-
paign sponsored by the American
Veterinary Medical Association
and Fort Dodge Animal Health. 

Veterinary clinics offer pet
wellness exams and consult with
pet owners about disease preven-
tion and other ways to help their
pets live longer, healthier and
happier lives.

Your veterinarian will know
the predominant disease threats
in your area and can develop a
plan to provide disease protection
for you and your pet.

To learn more about prevent-
ing zoonotic diseases, talk to
your veterinarian and visit
www.NPWM.com.

Protect Your Family And Pets Against Shared Threats

A wellness exam every six
months can help keep your pet
healthy and protect your family.

(NAPSA)—The word “chocolate”
is said to be derived from the
Mayan word “xocoatl.” In fact, the
Mayans, who occupied the Yucatan
Peninsula in Mexico starting in the
3rd century, were the first people
to unlock the secrets of cacao seeds
to make chocolate paste. This rich
culture also crafted a recipe for an
iconic beverage, known today as
Mayan Hot Chocolate: a mix of
intense, bitter dark chocolate with
spicy notes of cinnamon and chile.
This delicious drink was so revered
by the Mayans that it was used in
religious ceremonies as an offering
to the gods. 

Eighteen centuries later, the
same flavor notes of the original
Mayan Hot Chocolate recipe can
be found in a much cooler form—
ice cream. Re-created by Häagen-
Dazs® ice cream, this new flavor
features unadulterated, dark
chocolate with a delicate blend of
cinnamon varieties sourced from
the side of an active volcano. Rich
and smooth, Mayan Chocolate ice
cream is threaded lavishly with a
ribbon of exquisite chocolate
sauce, providing the ultimate
chocolate-on-chocolate experience.

Make a simple dessert that
embodies the true spirit  of
Mexico—top Mayan Chocolate
ice cream with a refreshing fruit
salsa. Create your own mild or
hot salsas by offering a “salsa
b a r ”  f o r  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  o f
spiciness.

Ginger Fruit Salsa

1 cup diced fresh
strawberries

1 cup diced fresh pineapple
2 tablespoons minced

crystallized ginger
Mayan Chocolate Ice
Cream

Combine strawberries and
pineapple. Stir in ginger and
let stand at room temperature
1 hour for flavors to blend (or
refrigerate up to 12 hours).
Spoon over ice cream. Makes
about 4 servings.

Jalapeño Fruit Salsa

1 cup diced fresh
strawberries

1 cup diced fresh mango
1-2 tablespoons finely minced

fresh jalapeño pepper
1 teaspoon granulated

sugar
Mayan Chocolate Ice
Cream

Combine strawberries and
mango. Stir in jalapeño and
sugar. Let stand at room tem-
perature for 1 hour for flavors
to blend (or refrigerate up to
12 hours). Spoon over ice
cream. Makes about 4 servings.

To learn more, or for additional
recipe ideas, visit www.haagen
dazs.com.

The Original Chocolate 

Topping Mayan Chocolate ice
cream with a tasty fruit salsa can
kick up any celebration.

(NAPSA)—If you’re among the
millions of homeowners who will
be replacing or building a new
deck, porch or patio this year, it’s
time to do some homework on the
many new materials and style
options now available. Don’t settle
on wood just because you’re famil-
iar with it. For information about
Boardwalk Composite Decking,
EverNew Glass Balusters or other
deck and railing products, visit
www.certainteed.com or call (800)
782-8777.

**  **  **
The roof on your home is the

first line of defense against the
elements of nature such as high
winds, heavy rain, sleet and snow.
Conducting a complete inspec-
tion—inside and out—each spring
can help avoid costly problems
later on. If you find any potential
problems and are in need of
repairs, the first and most impor-
tant step to take is to find a com-
petent roofing contractor. GAF
Materials Corporation offers
access to a database of factory-
certified, prequalified roofing con-
tractors. Every contractor is
licensed and insured, and pledges
to work on the homeowner’s roof
as if it were its own. Simply call
(888) LEAK-SOS or check the
Web site at www.gaf.com.

**  **  **
If one of your home’s windows

is stuck, try pushing around the
edges of the sash to loosen it
before opening. Lubricating the
channels with paraffin may help
make them move more easily in
the future. In casement windows,

the hardware could be corroded
and may need to be removed for
cleaning. For more information
and tips from HouseMaster, a
national home inspection service,
visit www.housemaster.com/
homedefects.

**  **  **
More than 50 percent of those

who responded to a recent clean-
ing trends survey conducted by
Levolor Window Fashions said
spring-cleaning can be done all
year long. The survey also discov-
ered that some people dislike
cleaning window treatments. For
tips to make cleaning window
treatments easier, visit http://
www.levolor.com/cleaning-tips. 

**  **  **
“Dampness combined with

heavy shade and poor air circula-
tion are the ingredients that cre-
ate moss and algae,” says garden
expert Lance Walheim. A fast-act-
ing moss, algae and lichen killer
is Bayer Advanced 2-in-1 Moss
and Algae Killer. For information,
visit www.bayeradvanced.com or
call (877) BAYERAG.

(NAPSA)—According to Syno-
vate, Inc., a Chicago-based
research firm, more than 65 per-
cent of Americans turn to family,
friends and co-workers for travel
recommendations. Now there’s a
Web site from Nature Valley that
makes the process of finding your
next travel destination easier.
“Where’s Yours?” makes it easy to
research your next journey with
journal-style reviews and pictures
of outdoor destinations across the
country. By visiting the site, out-
door enthusiasts can also enter
the Where’s Yours?” contest for
the chance to win one of four
grand-prize trips. To learn more,
or for complete rules, visit
www.wheresyours.com.

**  **  **
There are nearly 6 million

cohabiting couples in the U.S.,
according to census data, and
recently strides have been taken
in recognizing this sort of rela-
tionship. While cohabitation
offers many conveniences, these
couples also face limited legal
rights and financial vulnerability.
For that reason, cohabiting cou-
ples have unique legal needs. A
new software package designed to
address those needs is available
at www.musesproducts.com.




