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Switching Switches
(NAPSA)—For years, switches

and outlets were chosen more for
function than for form. Not any
more. Elegance and function now
meet in a way that deserves to be
admired! 

Today’s newest wiring devices
and lighting controls abound with
innovations. The Acenti® Collec-
tion from Leviton, for example,
features large push pads that
return to a neutral position
whether the device is on or off. A
cool, blue LED helps you find the
switch in the dark. Even the stan-
dard duplex wall outlet has gotten
a face-lift. Triplex and Sixplex

outlets suit kitchen and home
office connections. The Triplex
accommodates two bulky trans-
former-style plugs and leaves
room for a third grounding plug.
The Sixplex offers surge protec-
tion and fits up to 4 transformer-
style plugs. The devices are avail-
able in a broad range of color
choices, including neutral colors
like Quartz, Onyx, Slate and
Sand to match any décor. Screw-
less stainless steel wall plates
match today’s high-end kitchens.
For more information visit
www.Leviton.com/acenti.

The Acenti® Collection from Levi-
ton blends form and function.

(NAPSA)—Over the past 75
years, the medical field has under-
gone an amazing transformation
involving such advanced technolo-
gies as the ultrasound, pacemaker
and MRI. Yet much to the dismay
of many a modest patient, at least
one area of health care has re-
mained relatively unchanged: the
hospital gown.

Throughout the years, the
standard cotton gown has re-
mained drafty, sometimes thread-
bare and even stained. Worse, the
limited coverage is notorious for
leaving patient backsides exposed.

The good news is that the
much maligned gown has under-
gone a makeover of sorts. A num-
ber of hospitals now give out a
single-use hospital gown, known
as the Bair Paws system. It pro-
vides full coverage while warming
patients before, during and after
surgery. This warmth brings a
bounty of benefits to both patients
and medical facilities.

More Warmth, More Control
The gowns offer patient-ad-

justable warmth thanks to a con-
nected warming unit. This warmth,
along with the ability to manage
their own comfort, can reduce anxi-
ety in patients prior to surgery.

“You’re warm. You’re cozy. I
think that’s how many of our
patients feel. We’ve had nothing
but good reports. They just love it,”
says clinician Karen Neugeberger.

However, facilities and patients
may benefit the most from what
the gown can prevent, rather than
what it provides.

Hypothermia, a core body tem-
perature below 96.8 degrees, has
been called one of the most fre-
quent, preventable surgical com-
plications and affects 14 million

patients each year. It has been
associated with increased rates of
wound infection, longer hospital
stays and higher mortality rates.
In fact, several national health
care initiatives are urging hospi-
tals to take measures to prevent
hypothermia. 

In many cases, the induction of
anesthesia is the primary trigger
for hypothermia, reducing the
body’s ability to regulate tempera-
ture and allowing its core temper-
ature to drop.

When used before surgery, the
new gowns can help maintain this
core body temperature by “bank-
ing” a supply of heat. The gown
can also travel with the patient
into surgery, providing continuous
forced-air warming. After surgery,
the system again offers the comfort
of patient-controllable warmth.

In her role as a post-op nurse,
Christine Yarborough sees the dif-
ference this “hi-tech” hospital
gown can make. “We take the tem-
perature first and 99.9 percent of
the time [the patients] are warm.
They are simply more comfort-
able. They don’t have the compli-
cations of hypothermia and can be
discharged sooner.”

For more information, visit
www.bairpaws.com.

Hospital Gowns Go High Tech

New hospital gowns protect
patients’ safety—and dignity. 

(NAPSA)—Insurance experts
say that having a detailed inven-
tory of  your possessions can
make a real difference in the
event your belongings are
destroyed or stolen. 

That’s because an up-to-date
home inventory list can ensure a
speedy settlement from your insur-
ance company in the event of a loss. 

An inventory
can be simple to
create. Start by
going through
each room of
your home or
apartment and
making a list of
all your per-
sonal property,
including furni-

ture, clothing, bedding and jew-
elry. Be sure to write the date you
bought each item, if you know it,
and how much you paid.

When you’ve completed your
inventory, make copies and put
the originals in a safe place away
from your home, such as a safety-
deposit box. 

The Chartered Property Casu-
alty Underwriters (CPCU) Society
urges consumers to follow these
additional tips for maintaining a
personal inventory:

• Supplement a written inven-
tory with photographs or a video.
Use a camera that date-stamps, or
write the date on the back of each
photo. Let the person who is most
familiar with the room describe
each item. 

• Don’t forget to take inven-
tory of your basement, attic,
garage, and storage shed. Include
all patio furniture and recre-
ational equipment. 

• Pay particular attention to
financial records. Make a list of
all your bank accounts, brokerage
accounts, insurance policies, etc.,
noting where the pertinent docu-
ments for each are located. 

• Make at least two copies of the
inventory. Leave one in a fireproof
box and another in a safety-deposit
box. If you have a third, give it to
someone you trust in another city. 

• Update the inventory every
time you redecorate or make a
new purchase. 

• Contact your insurance com-
pany if you have any questions
about your policy. Also, ask your
agent about obtaining replace-
ment cost coverage on contents,
because this provision allows you
to receive the entire cost for
replacing lost items, regardless of
depreciation.

“Above all, having a home
inventory will save a lot of time in
the event that you need to submit
a claim to your insurance com-
pany. I recommend using a video
camera to verbally and pictorially
describe your home and per-
sonal contents,” says Robert E.
McHenry, CPCU, chairman of the
CPCU Society’s Claims Section.

To find an insurance agent that
has the CPCU designation, visit
www.cpcusociety.org and access
the Agent & Broker Locator—a
database of CPCU Society mem-
bers searchable by location or
company. You can also call (800)
932-CPCU to learn more. 

A Home Inventory Can Help Manage Loss

When you’ve completed your
home inventory, make copies and
put the originals in a safe place
away from your home, such as a
safety-deposit box. 

(NAPSA)—More than 25.8 mil-
lion small businesses are operat-
ing in the United States today,
according to the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, and every
year more than 671,000 new com-
panies open their doors. At the
same time, nearly 544,800 compa-
nies close. It takes a good idea, a
sound business plan and a lot of
hard work to achieve lasting suc-
cess in the small-business space. 

Nevertheless, plenty of busi-
nesspeople are jumping in, eager
for the big advantages that come
with being small: independence
and the agility and power to
address customers’ needs as soon
as they arise. 

Many new small businesses are
being launched by people who are
leaving corporate careers behind
and bringing with them knowl-
edge about the sorts of invest-
ments big businesses make to
increase the efficiency and produc-
tivity of key executives. 

Business travel, for example,
has become a major source of
stress and inconvenience—as a
result of often unreliable commer-
cial airline flight schedules, air-
port security juggernauts and
growing herds of travelers around
the luggage carousel. So most cor-
porations fly their CEOs and top
personnel by private jet. 

With the cost of private jet
travel starting to come down,
time-strapped entrepreneurs are
finding the benefits to be within
reach and cost-effective, too. “The
Marquis Jet Card program,
backed by the NetJets fleet, is a
powerful efficiency tool that has
helped small and midsize busi-

nesses strengthen and grow,”
said Ken Austin, executive vice
president of Marquis Jet. Reflect-
ing the growth in the industry,
Marquis Jet, the global leader in
private jet cards, reports that de-
mand has increased dramati-
cally: from selling its first jet
card in 2001 to more than 3,000
active Marquis Jet Card owners
today. 

Innovative companies, such as
Microsoft Corp., that serve small
businesses are recognizing this
trend. To help its customers
reduce travel-related fatigue and
stress, Microsoft Office Live is
launching the “I’m Going Places”
sweepstakes, with 10 hours of pri-
vate jet travel on Marquis Jets to
anywhere Marquis Jets flies for
up to seven people as the grand
prize. There are also daily prizes,
including laptop computers.

“Microsoft Office Live has an
established track record of provid-
ing small businesses with the
same tools available to larger
enterprises,” said Michael Schultz,
U.S. Business and Marketing lead
for Microsoft Office Live. “We can
add wings to any business with
the tools to establish a powerful
Web presence. It’s just like private
jet travel: a better way for small-
business owners to manage their
business.”

To help make your fast life eas-
ier and your small business soar,
enter to win the Microsoft Office
Live “I’m Going Places” sweep-
stakes at http://www.officelive
offers.com/win. The grand prize
winner will be announced at the
Microsoft Small Business Summit
on March 23.

Private Jet Sweepstakes Takes Small Business 
Customers To New Heights

Only one baseball player has
had his number retired by three
different teams. Nolan Ryan’s
number was retired by the
Angels (#30), the Astros and the
Rangers (#34).

Legendary pitcher Cy Young
holds the major league records
for career wins (511) and losses
(316).

(NAPSA)—Once again, an annual
survey names top celebrity styles—
and those that fell short of fabulous.

For instance, Americans found
“Desperate Housewives” star Eva
Longoria is not so desperate when
it comes to her celebrity style and
George Clooney again tops the list. 

The survey, conducted by Harris
Interactive, for Sally Beauty Sup-
ply, asked people to cast a vote on
best and worst Hollywood hair-
styles from the past year.

Though Americans adored Eva
Longoria and George Clooney for
their good taste, they may be
more attentive in watching the
red carpets for celebrities such as
Britney Spears and her ex, Kevin
Federline. The survey notes these
stars had more than one bad hair
day. 

Americans and Their Hair
Survey participants were also

asked about their own styling:
• 26 percent of adults change

their hairstyle once a year or more. 
• Adults, when styling their

hair, name styling gel and hair-
spray as their top two necessities.

• 19 percent of adults visit a

hair salon every four to five weeks.
• Aside from a trim or consul-

tation, color is the most-used ser-
vice, with 16 percent.

A Look Back
At the first Best Tressed survey

13 years ago, voters envied such
celebrities as Sharon Stone,
Heather Locklear and John Tra-
volta for their lovely locks. 

The current female winner for
best hair, Eva Longoria, advanced
from third to first this year, while
the very McDreamy Patrick
Dempsey made his first appear-
ance on the list. Britney Spears
and Anna Nicole Smith kept their
status as owners of some of the
worst hairstyles in Hollywood.

The survey was commissioned
by the largest purveyor of profes-
sional beauty supplies in the
world, Sally Beauty, with over
2,200 stores that offer the salon
professional and the consumer
over 5,000 salon-quality products
for hair, nail and skin care. 

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.sallybeauty.com or call 800-
ASK-SALLY. 

Which Stars Made The Best Tressed List?


