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(NAPSA)—From Hong Kong to
Hawaii, Argentina to Austria,
small-business owners everywhere
are looking to grow their business
by revenue, geography, number of
employees or customers—and
want the best technology available
to become more productive.

Often, that means searching for
a cloud service (similar to desktop
applications, but online) to orga-
nize daily tasks, collaborate with
others and get work done, all while
operating on a slender budget.

IDC, a technology market
research firm, recently reported
that spending on public cloud ser-
vices increased 34 percent in 2010,
and spending by small to medium
businesses represents almost half
of this.*

If you’re a small-business profes-
sional, you don’t want to be bogged
down with technology issues even
for a second. When it comes to
working with the best technology
tools, you can tap into cloud pro-
ductivity services and work with
ease from almost anywhere on vir-
tually any device, without the need
to manage servers.

If you’re looking for a cloud
productivity service that’s per-
fect for your small or medium
business, make sure it meets
the following criteria:

• Is easy to use. You’ll want to
be able to create an account in
minutes and be up and running in
no time. More importantly, why
not use the applications you
already know and love? Look for a
service provider that works beauti-
fully with the e-mail, document
and communications solutions you
already have.

• Works the way you do. A
good online productivity service
will allow you to find and connect
with colleagues and customers vir-
tually anywhere. It should show
you when others are online and
available, no matter which appli-
cation you’re working in. It also
should let you make PC-to-PC
voice and video calls or hold online
meetings on the fly. And you’ll
want to be able to share your desk-
top, online white board and pre-
sentations with colleagues as if
you’re in the same room, even if
you’re a city or continent away.

• Stays true to content.
Insist on a service that frees you to
work where and when you choose,
so you can respond to important
requests from almost any location.
You’ll want both Web-enabled and
offline access to email, important
documents, contacts and calendars
even when you’re out of the office,
and you’ll want a consistent expe-
rience regardless of whether you’re
working from a PC, Mac or smart-
phone. You’ll want the ability to
edit spreadsheets, presentations
and documents with others in
real time and to access and view
files in high fidelity from your
browser or mobile device—so oth-
ers can see files with consistent
content and formatting while
using their Web applications,
mobile devices and desktop
applications.

• Is supported by a single,
trusted source. An online service
should help safeguard your data
with business-grade reliability and
disaster recovery capabilities, with
data centers in multiple locations
and a strict privacy policy. Insist
on a financially backed guarantee;
if you experience an interruption
in the service, the best services
will compensate you.

• Is designed to minimize
the need for IT staff. Look for a
service you can easily set up and
use without the need for internal
IT support. Let the online service
take care of the details, so you can
focus on your business. Pay-as-

you-go pricing is beneficial
because it allows you to change
your services according to your
evolving needs, adding value over
the long term and saving your
business money.

Cloud productivity services,
such as Microsoft Office 365, make
it possible for small businesses to
access the best productivity tech-
nology at a predictable monthly
cost while leaving the IT
management to the technology
experts. Office 365 brings together
familiar software such as
Microsoft Office, Microsoft Share-
Point Online, Microsoft Exchange
Online and Microsoft Lync Online
in an always-up-to-date cloud ser-
vice for businesses of all sizes. The
public beta is now available, allow-
ing people to try Office 365 for the
first time.

Today, you can secure a spot in
the Office 365 public beta and learn
more about the service at
http://www.Office365.com, follow
Office 365 on Twitter (@Office365),
like Office 365 on Facebook (Office
365) and read the Office 365 blog at
http://community.office365.com for
the latest information. Small busi-
nesses can also enter the Office
365: Ready for Work contest at
http://www.facebook.com/office365.
By sharing their stories, small-
business owners can win Office
365, $50,000 in advertising and
business services, and a Microsoft
executive to work for them or their
charity of choice, for a day.

A Little Help From The Cloud Makes A Big Difference To Small Businesses

*IDC, Worldwide Small and Medium-Sized Business 2011-2015 Forecast: How Changing Needs and Priorities Will
Impact SMB IT Spending by Company Size and Region, Doc. #227277, March 2011

(NAPSA)—A tasteful way to add
some excitement to your meals is
with wild rice. Serve it alone or
mixed with white and brown rice in
stuffings, salads, soups and entrées.
It provides many nutrients, protein
and fiber, is fat free, low in sodium
and has a delicious, nutty flavor and
chewy texture.

Recent research suggests that
eating rice might reduce your
overweight and obesity risk and is
associated with lowered risk for
metabolic syndrome, heart disease
and type II diabetes.

The Dietary Guidelines for
Americans recommend the major-
ity of calories come from carbohy-
drates found in grains, fruit and
vegetables. Brown and wild rice
are 100 percent whole grain rice.
One-half cup of cooked whole
grain brown or wild rice equals
one whole grain serving.

One way you may care to serve
wild rice is in this delicious dish:

Wild Rice Athena

3½ cups reduced-sodium
chicken broth

¾ cup California wild rice
¾ cup long-grain white rice
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 medium onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced or

pressed
1 6.5-ounce jar marinated

artichoke hearts, chopped,
reserving liquid

1 tablespoon minced, fresh
oregano or ½ teaspoon
dried oregano

2 teaspoons finely grated
lemon peel

1 cup crumbled feta cheese
½ cup thinly sliced green

onions

In a 4- to 5-quart saucepan,
bring broth to a boil over high
heat. Add California wild rice;
reduce heat to low and cover
tightly. Simmer until grains
begin to open and feel tender
to bite, about 45 minutes. Stir
in white rice. Cover tightly and
simmer until tender to bite
and liquid is absorbed, about
20 to 25 more minutes. While
wild and white rice cook, heat
olive oil in a 10- to 12-inch skil-
let over medium-high heat.
Add onion, garlic, artichoke
hearts, oregano and lemon
peel. Stir often, over medium
heat, until heated through,
about 5 minutes. When rice is
done, remove from heat and
gently stir in onion-artichoke
mixture, ¼ cup reserved mari-
nade, feta cheese and green
onions. Serve immediately.
Makes 6 to 8 side-dish or 4
main-dish servings.

To learn more about rice nutri-
tion, information and recipes, visit
the USA Rice Federation at
www.usarice.com. For wild rice
nutrition, information and
recipes, visit the California Wild
Rice Advisory Board at www.
cawildrice.com.

Take A Walk On The Wild Side

Wild Rice Athena is a mouthwa-
tering, Mediterranean-inspired
side dish or light, meatless main
dish.

(NAPSA)—Whether your child
is away at school or camp, sending
a care package can help brighten
his or her day and help alleviate
the longing for home.

Traditionally, care packages
have contained mostly food, but
they can include anything you
know your child will appreciate.

Here are a few hints from the
experts at FedEx:

•Perish the perishables. You
may want to avoid sending food
that will be inedible in a few days,
but if you want to ship off a batch
of favorite cookies, place them in a
sturdy container and layer wax
paper between the baked goods,
using crumpled paper to fill in any
void spaces.

Secure the lid of the container
to the body with tape to keep it
from accidentally popping off.

Place the container in a sturdy
cardboard box and use packing
materials to cushion the container

tightly in place. Ship overnight,
priority or standard. Also, if send-
ing to a camper, check to see if the
camp has any food restrictions; for
example, to protect children from
peanut allergies.

•Instant works. For college
or boarding school students, con-
sider coffee beans, tea bags or fla-
vored instant coffee drinks.

•Send a snapshot. Include a
photo. Although your child can
probably catch up with the latest
photos online, it’s still nice to have
a framed picture of the family to
display or a snapshot for the bul-
letin board.

•Consider the environment.
Cushion items with newspaper,
shredded paper or plastic grocery
bags. Use envelopes and boxes
made from recycled content. When
you are all done, shake the box to
be sure nothing rattles.

For more information, visit
www.fedex.com.

Packages To Let The Kids Know You Care

There’s no place like home and no better way to cheer up a child who
is away from home than with a care package constructed with love.

(NAPSA)—Bayer Advanced
Fungus Control for Lawns

(www.Bayer Advanced.com) cures
and prevents common lawn diseases
such as brown patch, dollar spot,
rust and others. In fact, it prevents
diseases for up to 30 days.

***
By and large, mothers and housewives are the only workers who
do not have regular time off. They are the great vacationless class.

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh
***

***
Have you ever observed that we pay much more attention to a
wise passage when it is quoted, than when we read it in the orig-
inal author?

—Philip G. Hamerton
***

***
An aphorism is never exactly true. It is either a half-truth or a
truth and a half.

—Karl Kraus
***

***
What are the proper proportions of a maxim? A minimum of sound
to a maximum of sense.

—Mark Twain
***
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