Technology Key For SMBs Facing New World Of Work

(NAPSA)—For small- and mid-
size-business (SMB) owners, time
is a precious commodity. They need
to get more done with less time
and fewer resources than bigger
companies. The good news is,
SMBs have access to affordable yet
powerful technology that can make
a big difference in their ability to
get things done from anywhere.

In particular, cloud technology
gives business owners and their
employees access to e-mail, docu-
ments and business tools from
wherever they are, helping them
stay productive on virtually any
device. Cloud-based productivity
solutions allow sole proprietors
and smaller businesses to be nim-
ble without the traditional cost
and complexity of big IT.

The cloud allows employees to
better collaborate in real time
across multiple locations, provid-
ing access to business e-mail and
documents from the office or the
road. In fact, research has proven
that cloud services are an essen-
tial ingredient for efficiently grow-
ing a modern business.

The Boston Consulting Group
recently published the results of a
survey that revealed a big shift in
the way SMBs work from just three
years ago. Workers are no longer
confined to desks or offices, and the
tools that enable these modern
work-on-the-go arrangements have
been shown to have a direct impact
on SMBs’ bottom line—increasing
revenue by as much as 15 percent
compared to SMBs that don’t use
these technologies.

Newer cloud options allow
SMBs to mix and match features
based on specific needs and evolve
with the business based on factors

TECHNOLOGIES SUCH AS CLOUD PRODUCTIVITY
AND MOBILE SOLUTIONS HELP SMBS SUCCEED

SMBs credit these technologies for improving their:
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of SMBs said technologies of SMBs said Tech-savvy SMBS grew revenue
like cloud productivity and technology will 15 percentage points faster
mobile solutions are critical increase their and created jobs 2x faster than
to their company’s future revenues and profits  SMBS using little technology.
Many companies enjoy more effi-
ciency at less cost with the latest

electronic systems and devices.

such as growth or seasonality.
They also alleviate the fear of
spending funds on soon-to-be-
obsolete technology.

Here are a few tips to get
started with new technology:

*Evaluate your business
needs—Whether you're a start-
up needing to connect employees
on the road or a growing busi-
ness seeking a competitive edge,
the right tools can help increase
productivity.

*Move to the cloud—Micro-
soft recently announced new
Office 365 plans for SMBs, which
offer Office apps like Word, Excel
and PowerPoint, as well as e-mail,
Web conferencing, and collabora-
tion tools. The easy setup and 24/7
technical support allow owners to
pay only for what they use.

*Find a partner—Working
with an IT expert is one of the
best ways to ensure technology
delivers the most value. Tools like
Pinpoint can help business owners
connect with a partner with the
needed skills and expertise.

Learn more at http://aka.ms/
compareplans.





