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(NAPSA)—For many, few expe-
riences are nastier than the daily
commute. In some areas, it’s worse
than ever. In the country’s biggest
cities, it can be downright ugly. 

One alternative to consider is
the motorized scooter. Surpris-
ingly efficient, they’re less expen-
sive and more convenient to oper-
ate than the average automobile.

With commuters in the country’s
largest cities spending more than
five hours a week in traffic, and the
number of commuters increasing
10 to 20 percent every year since
2000, the time may be right to
trade in your four wheels for two.

Simply look at what a scooter
like the new Suzuki Burgman can
offer in some of the U.S. cities
with the worst commutes, accord-
ing to recent U.S. Census reports: 

• New York—A costly metrop-
olis, often, but New Yorkers bene-
fit from a scooter’s low price tag.

• Washington, D.C.—Our
nation’s capital is known for its
crowded thoroughfares. Solo
scooter riders can legally use car-
pool lanes.

• Atlanta—It’s urban sprawl
at its finest, yet scooters can com-
fortably carry passengers on the
longest rides.

• Chicago—Feel the Windy
City’s winds in your hair.

• Philadelphia—Your scooter
can get you liberty from that
cramped car that’s not all it’s cracked
up to be, for just a few Franklins.

• M i n n e a p o l i s — To o l i n g

around the Twin Cities is easier
than ever on a scooter.

• San Francisco—When park-
ing is practically nonexistent, scoot-
ers can be front-and-center in motor-
cycle spaces or right on the sidewalk.

• Los Angeles—Famous for its
gridlock, but scooters lane-split on
the freeways and surface streets.

• Miami—Why be cooped up
in a stuffy car when a stylish
scooter rider enjoys the warm
Florida sunshine?

• Houston—The rolling Texas
hills gobble gas and money, but
scooters can get up to 50 mpg.

• Seattle—Coffee-drinking
trendsetters will love the sleek
styling and funky travel mode.

The new 2003 Suzuki Burgman,
available in 400cc and 650cc mod-
els, is fuel-efficient and the most
powerful scooter in its class. Find
out more at www.suzukicycles.com.

Take A Scooter To Work Today

Put some zip into your morn-
ing commute with a scooter.

High-Tech Chips Help
Promote Safe Driving

(NAPSA)—The number of car
accidents resulting from driver dis-
traction may soon take a dip
because of a chip—a computer chip.

This particular chip is designed
to make a range of wireless technol-
ogy—including hands-free use of
cell phones—possible. Hands-free
telecommunication has become an
important factor in promoting dri-
ver safety and is even the law in
several states. Experts recently
estimated over 70 percent of all cell
phone calls originate from inside
automobiles.

One chip maker,  CSR
(www.csr.com), has emerged as a
leader in the application of what
is called Bluetooth technology—
the technology that supports
short-range wireless networks. It
is this type of network that makes
hands-free communication over a
cell phone possible for a driver. It
also allows a driver to download
maps, directions and even dial a
telephone number just by speak-
ing out loud.

Bluetooth connected speaker
phones will appear as an option in
several cars in the 2004 model year,
including Chrysler’s new Pacifica.

A wireless technology called
Bluetooth brings hands-free cell
phone use to drivers.

(NAPSA)—While the American
workweek seems to get longer
each year, many people still rely
on vacations as a way to escape
everyday pressures and rejuve-
nate. According to a recent survey
conducted by Sprint, nearly two-
thirds of Americans plan to vaca-
tion away from home this year.

While out-of-town getaways are
nothing new, today Americans
vacation much differently than
they did a decade ago by taking
shorter, more frequent trips and
preferring to stay in contact with
home while away. 

Whether leaving town for a
weekend getaway or a weeklong
retreat, vacationing Americans
surveyed plan to “check in” with
family, friends or work while
away, and 85 percent say they will
keep in touch using the telephone
in some form. 

Family travel expert Emily
Kaufman, known as The Travel
Mom, is encouraged to hear peo-
ple are planning summer vaca-
tions, despite the economic and
political climate and the pull of
work.

“During stressful times, it’s so
important for people to get their
minds off everyday life,” Kaufman
said. “However, most people can’t
completely disengage from com-
mitments at home or the office, so
they are finding ways to stay in
touch and still get away.”

About one-third of vacationing
Americans listed prepaid phone
cards as their preferred means of
keeping in touch. Kaufman sug-
gests prepaid phone cards as an

economical and smart way for
vacationing Americans to commu-
nicate with home and a must-have
on the vacation checklist. These
cards, from Sprint, have low per-
minute rates and can be used
throughout the United States and
internationally.

More than half of those sur-
veyed named wireless phones as
the way they communicate while
on the road. New wireless phone
options, such as Vision-enabled
PCS Phones, give people an imme-
diate and easy way to share pic-
tures of special vacation moments
with friends and loved ones.
Another convenient option for
staying in touch is a calling card
that bills the charges back to a
home long-distance plan. 

“As an integrated telecommunica-
tions provider, Sprint offers a variety of
ways for vacationing Americans to
keep in touch,” said Kelly Carnago,
director of prepaid, Mass Markets
Organization at Sprint. “Sprint prod-
ucts and plans help people stay con-
nected—and share their experiences—
in a way they never could before.” 

For more information about
Sprint services, call (800) PIN-
DROP or visit www.sprint.com.

Americans’ Vacation Plans Include Staying Connected
More Than 70 Percent Check In With Family, Friends Or Office

(NAPSA)—More than 55 mil-
lion wireless phones are discon-
nected and/or discarded each year
in the United States. Rather than
throwing away your old phone,
you can recycle it through a pro-
gram that supports victims of
domestic violence. In addition,
recycling your phone will keep it
out of a landfill and will help pre-
serve our natural environment.

To recycle your phone through
the HopeLine program, simply
visit a Verizon Wireless store and
place your old phone in the collec-
tion box. Reusable phones are
refurbished and donated to non-
profit domestic violence agencies
to help keep clients safe. Other
phones are broken down for parts,
which are then sold to raise money
for domestic violence shelters.

“We’re very pleased to have cor-
porate partners join us in this
effort against one of our costliest
societal problems,” said Christine
Thrower, president/CEO of
Women in Distress, a domestic
violence agency based in Florida.
“Domestic abuse takes an enor-
mous toll on all of us physically,
emotionally and financially all
across the nation.”

Verizon Wireless, the nation’s
largest wireless phone company,
created HopeLine, and has con-
tributed millions of dollars worth
of phones, airtime and cash con-
tributions to domestic violence
shelters and related organiza-
tions. Since the program’s launch
in 2001, more than 500,000

phones have been collected.
“We’re very proud of the suc-

cess of HopeLine, but there are so
many more phones that could be
helping domestic violence victims
and that needlessly end up in
landfills,” said Mike Lanman,
Florida regional president of Veri-
zon Wireless. “With the collection
boxes in all of our stores, we’re
trying to make it easy for every-
one to join this effort and help our
communities, rather than casually
throwing away the phone.”

To recycle an unused wireless
phone, visit a Verizon Wireless
retail store near you, or visit
www.verizonwireless.com for more
information.

Don’t Throw That Old Cellular Phone Away!

A consumer donates a used
wireless phone at a Verizon Wire-
less Hopeline collection box. The
phone will be refurbished or
recycled to help the environment
and fight domestic violence.

(NAPSA)—While some 16-mil-
lion senior citizens enrolled in
Medicare wait for Congress to pass
a prescription drug benefit, learn-
ing about various public and pri-
vate prescription assistance pro-
grams may help tide them over.

Many of these programs pro-
vide valuable help for low-income
seniors trying to manage their
health without prescription drug
coverage.

For example, the Pfizer Share
Card, launched in January 2002,
enables qualified Medicare benefi-
ciaries to purchase up to a 30-day
supply of any Pfizer prescription
medication for a flat fee of $15 per
prescription. 

The medicines offered under
the program include some of the
most prescribed and effective
treatments for a variety of ill-
nesses associated with aging, such
as arthritis, Alzheimer ’s, glau-
coma, high cholesterol, high blood
pressure and depression.

In addition to a consistent $15
flat fee for Pfizer prescriptions,
the card offers enrollees access to
a 24-hour call center where con-
sumers can learn about other
health services and benefits
within their state that they may

be eligible to take advantage of. 
Applicants can also request

free, easy-to-read health educa-
tion information on 16 common
medical conditions.

To date over 340,000 Medicare
beneficiaries have enrolled in the
program and more than 1.7 mil-
lion prescriptions have been filled
at 51,000 pharmacies nationwide
that accept the Share Card.

Seniors who want to learn
more about various industry-spon-
sored prescription assistance pro-
grams can call the National Coun-
cil on Aging at 1-202-479-1200 or
can visit their Web site at
www.benefitscheckup.org.

For more information about the
Pfizer Share Card call 1-800-717-
6005.

Prescription Programs Help Seniors Manage Costs

Prescription assistance pro-
grams offer common medica-
tions for a flat fee.

***
The majority prove their worth
by keeping busy. A busy life is
the nearest thing to a purpose-
ful life.

—Eric Hoffer
***

***
It is heaven upon earth to have
a man’s mind move in charity,
rest in providence and turn
upon the poles of truth.

—Francis Bacon
***

***
Bounty always receives part of
its value from the manner in
which it is bestowed.

—Samuel Johnson
***




