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(NAPSA)—Merging companies
or acquiring a new business is
almost always an incredible chal-
lenge, regardless of the circum-
stances. Decisions such as how to
procure financing, provide due
diligence and foster positive reac-
tions to the change usually get
made quickly and under a tremen-
dous amount of pressure. Often
the last thing on anyone’s mind is
getting a handle on the informa-
tion technology (IT) in place at
both companies. 

Knowing in advance the soft-
ware each company owns can help
companies ensure that the busi-
ness they are buying or merging
with has a clear title to the tech-
nologies being used. In addition,
companies can assess that the
technologies are scalable and will
provide growth opportunities in
the long run. 

Answering basic questions
about the software each company
owns can play a vital role in the
success of any merger or acquisi-
tion. Key questions to answer
include these: 

• Are both companies using the
same operating systems? 

• Can mission-critical data-
bases be merged? 

• Which applications can be
used by employees at both 
companies?

Not only does a sound software
asset management strategy help
companies ensure the success of a
merger or acquisition, but it can
also help save money by optimiz-
ing investments across the compa-
nies while providing needed busi-
ness clarity. The following
guidelines outline the steps com-
panies can take in advance of a
merger or acquisition to assess IT
assets:

1. Review the policies and pro-
cedures around software pur-
chase, deployment, usage and
recovery for both companies. Then

develop a combined set of policies
and procedures for the new orga-
nization. The Business Software
Alliance has made available a use-
ful template for software asset
management policy available for
download at http://www.bsa.org/
resources/upload/Sample-Organi
zation-Software-Policy.doc. 

2. Use an appropriate software-
inventory tool to discover what
software is installed on PCs,
workstations and servers; who is
using each asset; and where the
software resides.

3. To help avoid legal difficul-
ties after the merger or acquisi-
tion, make certain both businesses
are using legally licensed software
by matching the installed soft-
ware with software licenses that
have been purchased. 

4. Use both organizations’ soft-
ware inventories as a baseline to
design a plan for ongoing software
management once the merger or
acquisition is finalized.  

Instituting the right policies
from the time of considering soft-
ware acquisition all the way
through to its deployment, use and
retirement can not only provide
peace of mind and greater assur-
ance, but it can also help distin-
guish a company’s technology from
that of its competitors, get more
value from its technology invest-
ments, reduce manpower and pro-
duction costs and ultimately
improve its products and services.

Insight on best practices is
available from Gartner Inc. at
http://www.gartner.com/it/prod
ucts/research/asset_129498_2395.j
sp and from the IT Infrastructure
Library at http://www.itil.co.uk.
More information about software
asset management is available
from several noteworthy industry
resources. Microsoft Corp. offers
tips, free tools and a list of
resources at http://www.micro
soft.com/sam.  

Mergers and Acquisitions: Assessing Information
Technology Critical Ingredient for Success 

Automotive Retailing
(NAPSA)—Increasingly, the

automotive industry is fueling
employment. Salespeople and tech-
nicians are in the highest demand.
There are also needs in manage-
ment and administrative positions. 

“The careers available in today’s
franchised auto dealerships are
intellectually challenging with

room for advancement,” said Alan
Starling, chairman of Automotive
Retailing Today (ART). “Pay and
demand for these positions are
high, and these are careers that
can not be sent overseas.” 

ART has developed a new Web
site highlighting the career oppor-
tunities offered by dealerships.
www.autocareerstoday.org provides
information for students, career
changers, educators, parents and
military vets interested in the auto
field. Salaries, training and job
descriptions are available. 

Nationwide Vacant Auto Retailing Jobs 
by Region

Region 1—New England

Region 2—Mid Atlantic
9,965

5,432

Region 3—South Atlantic
24,647

Region 4—East South Central
5,064

Region 5—West South Central
14,996

Region 6—Midwest
15,582

Region 7—North Central
7,142

Region 8—Mountain
6,752

Region 9—Pacific
15,472

(NAPSA)—Barbecuing or
grilling outdoors this summer tops
the list of fun ways for families to
eat dinner together, according to a
survey from the Propane Educa-
tion & Research Council. And
almost two-thirds of Americans
say that a barbecue or cookout is
their favorite way to entertain—or
be entertained—during the sum-
mer months. 

But only one in three adults
say they know enough about basic
safe grilling tips. To help the 74
million “barbecue households” in
the United States enjoy a safe and
healthy summer season, the
propane industry teamed up with
best-selling author and grilling
expert Steven Raichlen to release
its top-ten tips on grilling safely
with propane gas:

1. When the cylinder is refilled,
have the supplier check for dents,
damage, rust or leaks.  

2. After filling or exchanging,
take the cylinder home immedi-
ately. Keep the vehicle ventilated
and the cylinder valve closed and
capped. 

3. Always use or store cylinders
outdoors in an upright (vertical)
position. Do not use, store or
transport cylinders near high tem-
peratures (this includes storing
spare cylinders near the grill).

4. Never leave the grill unat-
tended. Always follow grill manu-
facturer’s instructions on lighting
the grill and make sure the grill
top is open when attempting to
light the grill.

5. Before connecting or lighting
a propane gas grill, use a leak-
detection solution to check connec-
tions for tightness. Do not use

matches or lighters to check for
leaks. 

6. If you suspect a gas leak, and
are able to safely turn off the gas
supply valve, do so immediately
and call the fire department.

7. Do not allow children to tam-
per or play with the cylinder or
grill. 

8. Do not smoke while handling
a propane cylinder.

9. Never pour an accelerant
such as lighter fluid or gasoline on
the grill.

10. When not in use, grill
burner controls should be turned
off and cylinder valve closed.

“Interest in grilling is sky-
rocketing,” said Raichlen, author
of The Barbecue Bible and the
just-released Raichlen on Ribs.
“Given the large numbers of
gril lers in this country, it  is
imperative that safe grilling tips
are made available and, more
importantly, followed.”

For more information, visit
www.usepropane.com.

The Thrill Of A Safe Grill

Follow a few safety tips for fun
summer cooking.

(NAPSA)—Sleeping bags, tent,
ice cooler and…a GPS navigation
device? As families hit the road for
a vacation, they may pack the
proverbial station wagon with
more gadgetry than travelers
past. Fortunately, technology can
also help lighten the load. 

Whether for entertainment or
utility, people increasingly use
mobile technology to stay con-
nected while they travel. The
wide range of affordable high-
tech products can also make
family vacations all the more
enjoyable. 

Instead of overloading the car
with Lego bricks and coloring
books, many parents are taking
along all-in-one gadgets, such as
smartphones, to keep children
entertained. Kids stay busy surf-
ing the Web, playing games and
snapping photos. Smartphones,
such as the Palm Treo smart-
phone, combine a mobile phone,
Internet access, e-mail, organizer,
games and more into one compact
device. And, for those who want to
maximize battery life, a separate
Treo TripKit conveniently stows a
car charger, extra battery and
more in one neat traveling pouch. 

Not only can parents avoid
overpacking the car with a DVD
player, laptop and other unneces-
sary luggage, but these all-in-one
devices can help keep the whole
family happy. Parents can use
smartphones to: 

1. Track expenses for gas, food
and last-minute supplies. 

2. Let children snap photos of
interesting roadside landmarks

with the built-in camera. 
3. Replace crumpled maps and

avoid getting lost with a portable
GPS device accessory, such as the
Palm GPS Navigator.

4. Sing along to the family’s
favorite songs downloaded on the
smartphone’s MP3 player. 

5. Instantly e-mail vacation
photos to friends and family. 

6. Edit last-minute Word or
Excel documents for work.

7. Organize a Tic-Tac-Toe con-
test for the kids using the digital
note pad. 

8. Find the nearest gas sta-
tion, restaurant or motel using
Palm’s GPS Navigator database
containing more than 4.5 million
landmarks. 

9. Keep children entertained
with their favorite TV show using
applications such as MobiTV (sold
separately). 

10. Download and read an
eBook to help pass the time. 

Smarter Phones Become Favorite Vacation Accessory

The latest, smartest, all-in-one
phones may soon become a
favorite vacation accessory for
on-the-go families.

(NAPSA)—Avocados, available
year-round, are not just for gua-
camole anymore. For delectable
recipes featuring creamy Hass
avocados, visit the Hass Avocado
Board Web site at www.avocado
central.com.

**  **  **
Celebrity Colorist Rita Hazan

says new Pantene Pro-V Blonde
Expressions Highlight Enhancing
Shampoo and Conditioner can
keep blonde highlights from turn-
ing brassy. The product is designed
to enhance blonde tones and pro-
tect against damaging elements
such as mineral deposits and
dulling residues. For more infor-
mation, visit www.pantene.com.

**  **  **
Career and technical courses

give students the opportunity to
explore different career paths, to
find out if the jobs involved are
appealing and to discover which
opportunities are best suited to
their individual talents. The
Association for Career and Tech-
nical Education (ACTE) wants to
ensure that students and their
parents are aware of the value of
career and technical programs.
To learn more, visit www.getca
reerskills.com. 

**  **  **
Experts say there is a trend of

people moving to homes with larger
property, and the equipment indus-
try has responded by offering new
products to meet their needs. In the
last three years alone, John Deere

has expanded its product offerings to
include a new line of ATVs, utility
vehicles, mowers and a new
expanded lineup of compact tractors.
To learn more, call (800) 537-8233
or visit www.JohnDeere.com.

**  **  **
Hydrangeas are among the

most popular of plants. Panicle
hydrangeas are cold-hardy and
don’t need winter protection.
“Limelight” hydrangeas have
large soft green flowers that turn
pink each fall and “Quick Fire” is
a new variety that provides early
blooms. For more information,
visit www.colorchoiceplants.com.

**  **  **
Prevention of Lyme disease in

dogs is more ideal than treat-
ment. Protect your dog with an
annual RECOMBITEK® Lyme
vaccine and apply FRONTLINE®

monthly for best results. Both
products are available from your
local veterinarian. Detailed infor-
mation about Lyme disease and
its prevention can be found at
www.LymePrevention.com.

***
The real voyage of discovery
consists not in seeking new
landscapes but in having new
eyes.

—Marcel Proust
***

***
A proverb is the wisdom of
many and the wit of one.

—Lord John Russell
***

The shock produced by an
electric eel generally reaches
about 200 to 300 volts, enough to
stun a person or light a neon
lamp!




