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(NAPSA)—Extreme weather con-
ditions—like thunderstorms, flood-
ing, heat waves and drought—can
pose an array of problems. But many
do not realize that such weather not
only affects the lives of people, but
also the lives of pests.

“Any extreme change in weath-
er—temperature or moisture—can
affect pest activity,” says Orkin,
Inc. entomologist Ron Harrison,
Ph.D. “If pests’ natural habitats
are destroyed by drastic weather
conditions, their relocation could
trigger an infestation in or around
your home.”

The following conditions may
influence pest activity:

• Heavy rains and flooding.
When the natural homes of ro-
dents, ants, spiders and crickets
are destroyed by excessive rain
and flooding, these pests may be
forced to move to higher, drier
ground in corners and crevices of
your home. Flooding also creates
bodies of standing water, which
provide ideal breeding grounds for
mosquitoes.

• Dry conditions or drought.
Like most pests, ants, millipedes,
earwigs and springtails thrive on
moisture and will seek out water
sources indoors near faulty plumb-
ing, dishwashers and washing
machines. 

• High temperatures. Flying
and stinging pests, mosquitoes, fire
ants, spiders and termites are more
active in climates with sustained
high temperatures. However, pest
activity actually drops off when
temperatures exceed 100 degrees.

Not only are pests annoying,
they can also pose health threats
to you and your family. Flying and
stinging pests that thrive in hot,
wet conditions may cause painful

bites, allergic reactions and even
viruses. Rodents that are forced
indoors by flooding can carry dis-
eases into your home.

While you cannot control the
occurrence of extreme weather,
you can take steps to guard
against the pest problems caused
by these conditions. For example,
before the storms hit, make sure
screens, windows and doors are
tightly sealed to keep pests (and
weather) out of your home. 

Once extreme weather inci-
dents pass, dry and clean any
affected or damaged areas of your
home immediately and thor-
oughly. Promptly make an effort
to treat mold growth. Also, elimi-
nate sources of standing water
around your home to help prevent
pests from breeding nearby.

However, if weather-weary
pests still find their way into your
home, trust a pest control profes-
sional for prevention and treat-
ment measures. For more infor-
mation, visit www.orkin.com or
call (800) 800-ORKIN.

When Extreme Weather Hits, 
Don’t Let Pests Rain On Your Parade

Flooding caused by heavy rains
can force pests to seek shelter in
your home.

(NAPSA)—Tackling a major
home improvement project can
seem like less of a chore if you fol-
low a few tips. 

First, if you plan to hire a little
outside help, do some homework.
Get estimates from a few contrac-
tors and make sure the company
you hire is fully insured, bonded
and can supply references. 

If you’re a DIYer, plan your
project wisely. Start by listing
materials that you’ll need and
give yourself a concrete time
frame in which to complete the
job. Next, take a tool inventory. If
you’re short on tools, you could
save yourself a little cash by rent-
ing what you need, rather than
buying it. 

You can rent tools for a day, the
weekend or as long as it takes to
finish the project. For example,
The Home Depot Tool Rental Cen-
ter, which is located in more than
1,175 locations around the coun-
try, provides homeowners with up
to 325 different types of tools to
complete most any type of project.
The center also provides hands-on
training on most rental equip-
ment, as well as a list of tips on
most frequently rented tools. 

Just remember that when
operating rented equipment and
tools, it’s crucial to make sure all
safety gear and equipment is
properly worn, including recom-
mended gloves, safety glasses and
ear protection. 

For more information, visit
homedepot.com or call (800) 430-
3376.

Taking On Home Renovations
Ten Tips For Tiling Floors

Step 1:  Measure area to determine how much 
tile you will need.  To ensure that you have 
enough to finish the job, add on an additional 
15 percent of tile.
Step 2: If laying tile on concrete or wood, 
ensure the surface is even or level by using a 
self-leveling compound.
Step 3: Use backerboard sheets when laying 
tiles over wood or uneven surfaces.
Step 4: Find your center point and snap chalk 
lines to create your perpendicular starting point.
Step 5: Spread adhesive by pressing the 
mortar into the backerboard or cement with a 
trowel at the appropriate angle. Comb it out 
into straight lines, holding a trowel at a 
45-degree angle to the floor and pushing the 
trowel teeth into the floor. 
Step 6: Lift the first tile and check the mortar 
on its back. Dry areas mean the mortar needs 
to be scraped and reapplied. Set the remaining 
tiles by butting edge against edge. Place spacers 
on ends so you can easily remove them.
Step 7: Cut tile as needed, using a tile cutter or 
tile saw. 
Step 8: Mix the grout and spread it in 
sweeping arcs with a rubber grout float. Press 
the grout into joints, filling them completely. 
Remove the excess.
Step 9: Wipe the tiles with a damp sponge to 
remove excess residue and remove the haze 
immediately with a dry cloth. 
Step 10: Damp cure the grout by misting it 
twice a day and apply tile and grout cleaner 
with a sponge.
Note: Tile cutters and tile saws can be rented at 
The Home Depot Tool Rental Centers. 

(NAPSA)—School picture day
is a rite of passage for kids of all
ages. And while parents and chil-
dren eagerly await the final prod-
uct, new technologies, along with
some simple preparation, can help
ensure that the lasting impression
will be a good one.

“Many of us remember being
handed a comb to help us look our
best for that annual photo,” said
Chuck Feltz, President and COO
of Lifetouch National School Stu-
dios, which has been taking school
portraits for more than 70 years.
“While the comb is still important,
today there are new technologies
and many more choices to help
enhance every student’s portrait
day experience.”

More than 55 million students
nationwide will have their school
portraits taken this fall, according
to Lifetouch National School Stu-
dios, the nation’s largest provider
of school photography. Lifetouch
has continued to add new technolo-
gies and options for students and
families. For instance, the com-
pany offers photo retouching to
eliminate facial blemishes. It also
offers an array of background col-
ors as well as free retakes. In addi-
tion, Lifetouch can add the child’s
name and year to wallet-sized pho-
tos, which has become a popular
feature for picture exchanges.

“Different colored backgrounds
allow a student to show some indi-
viduality by coordinating their
clothing with the backdrop,” said
Feltz. “The ability to eliminate
blemishes, whiten teeth and even
erase braces can make the differ-
ence between putting a photo away
in a dresser drawer and displaying
it prominently in your home.”

Lifetouch recommends that par-
ents and students prepare for the
day by scheduling a haircut for the

child a week or two before picture
day and that they purchase a pic-
ture day outfit while shopping for
back-to-school clothes. And when
choosing that special outfit, con-
sider a solid-colored shirt with long
sleeves, which often results in a
timeless look that doesn’t detract
from the child’s face. 

In addition, create enthusiasm
about the day by telling your child
how important it is to have a
great picture to share with family
and friends. One way to do this is
for parents to share their school
photos with their children.

When picture day arrives,
remind your child to check his or
her hair right before the photo is
taken. Lifetouch provides combs for
last-minute touch-ups. Another tip
is to tell your child to smile at the
camera as if it were a best friend.

A few simple preparations,
together with new technologies,
will make picture day a great
experience for your child and
result in a lifelong memory.

New Technologies And Preparation Help 55 Million Students
Smile Brighter For School Picture Day This Fall 

More than 55 million students
nationwide will have their school
portraits taken this year.

Yin Yang Yo!
(NAPSA)—If anyone has asked

you how’s your Woo Foo lately,
don’t be surprised. He or she has
been watching the clever ani-
mated adventure/comedy series
“Yin Yang Yo!” The series follows
the antics of a brother and sis-
ter—fun-loving, hyperkinetic
tween rabbits—who must put
aside their sibling rivalry when
faced with the sometimes idiotic
forces of evil, including Carl the
Evil Cockroach Wizard (who still
lives at home with his mom), to
learn the mystical martial art of
Woo Foo.

Yin and Yang train under the
guidance of Master Yo, an irrita-
ble old panda forced out of retire-
ment to rebuild the lost art, two
heroes at a time. Alas, Yin and
Yang’s judgment most often
misses the mark, always with
hilarious consequences.

Geared towards kids 6-11 with
cleverly written comedy and visu-
ally engaging anime, the series
begins in September on Toon Dis-
ney during the Jetix programming
block. 

Set in a world of legend and lore,
a new animated action/comedy
series follows the antics of two
hyperkinetic rabbits.

(NAPSA)—Until a few years ago,
some wireless phone customers felt
locked into their service plans, know-
ing that if they switched to a dif-
ferent provider they would be forced
to surrender their wireless phone
number, potentially causing confu-
sion among friends, families and
business associates.  

The Federal Communications
Commission recognized that
sometimes real-life scenarios
make it difficult to hold on to your
original phone number, which is
why it mandated Local Number
Portability (LNP)—a policy that
allows customers to retain their
phone number while offering the
ability to switch to a different
wireless provider.

Among all national service
providers, only Verizon Wireless
supported this customer-friendly
policy, and, as a result, the com-
pany adopted the best practices to
make it easy for customers and
businesses to switch wireless ser-
vice providers.

Today, customers may easily
change wireless companies while
keeping their phone number, often
choosing the wireless company
with the most reliable network.
LNP is not only a benefit for indi-
vidual consumers; businesses can
also switch their corporate ac-
counts—large or small—if their
current wireless service providers
are not meeting their expectations.  

Porting your wireless number
to a new provider is straightfor-
ward and usually takes less than
an hour, because the process is
automated.

Before porting a wireless num-
ber, customers should remember
the following tips from Verizon
Wireless:

• Save copies of your old cell-
phone bills. 

• If you want to keep your
phone number but change your
wireless company, don’t cancel
service with your old company.

• Keep a copy of your “contacts”
list and information.

• Have an alternate contact
number available in case the port
takes longer than anticipated.

So when your wireless contract
is up for renewal, and you want to
take advantage of new services or
switch to a company with a more
reliable wireless network, remem-
ber that LNP gives you the free-
dom to take your phone number
with you. 

Worried About Switching Wireless Providers
And Losing Your Phone Number?  

What You Need to Know About Local Number Portability

Hang on to your glass. Prior to
1750, coasters originally came with
small wheels so drinks could be
moved across a table. Sometimes
shaped like tiny wagons, they were
also known as sliders.

***
Love is the triumph of imagi-
nation over intelligence. 

—Henry Louis Mencken
***

***
The turning point in the process
of growing up is when you dis-
cover the core strength within
you that survives all hurt. 

—Max Lerner
***




