
6

(NAPSA)—Stonewashed jeans,
pop music and space shuttle
launches are all typically associ-
ated with the ’80s. One year in
particular, 1982, marked some
major innovations and signs of
things to come. Twenty-five years
is a significant milestone by any
measure, so here’s a look back at
American history and a year
worth talking about.

The Iron Man’s Run
Baltimore Orioles Hall-of-Fame

shortstop Cal Ripken, Jr. began his
record-breaking streak of consecu-
tive games played in 1982. When
the dust settled, baseball’s “Iron
Man” played in 2,632 straight
games, spanning 16 seasons, break-
ing the record set by Lou Gehrig
(known as the “Iron Horse”) in 1939. 

Intelligence Cubed
On June 5, 1982, the first

Rubik’s Cube World Champion-
ship was held in Budapest. Nine-
teen “speed-cubists” attended the
event, representing countries
ranging from Australia to Hun-
gary. The contest was won by
Mihn Thai, from the U.S.A., with
an official time of 22.95 seconds. 

Getting The Message
In 1982, by some estimates, only

one in four phone calls resulted in a
completed call and half of calls
made were “one-way,” meaning
they did not require a conversation,
only for a message to be left. Soon,
engineers developed a solution:
voice mail. Since then, countless
messages have been left, helping
people to connect worldwide. 

Driving New Trends
On November 1, 1982, for the

first time, an international auto-
maker built a car in the United
States. With its license plate read-
ing “USA 001,” a silver Honda
Accord rolled off the production line
in Marysville, Ohio. That car is
now displayed prominently at the
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn,
Mich. Since then, Americans have
purchased more than 7 million
American-made versions of the car,
with the 8th-generation model cur-
rently rolling off the assembly line. 

The car was assembled using
primarily imported parts, includ-
ing the engine. Today, the car uses
engines from an engine plant in
nearby Ohio, the automaker ’s
largest auto engine plant in the
world. And while some of the
parts are still imported, most of
the parts come from suppliers in
the Midwest.

Today, the production of that
first U.S.-made model is recog-
nized as a turning point in Ameri-
can manufacturing. No other
international automaker had
attempted to make cars in the
U.S. before that point. But that
first car led to a wave of automak-
ers bringing their operations and
thousands of good-paying jobs to
America. Since 1982, 10 other
major international automakers
have started producing cars in the
U.S. 

Back in the early 1980s, when
Honda was building its first U.S.
plant, many experts considered
it a risky move. But the car-
maker’s American workforce not
only built high-quality products
in Ohio, it led all U.S. automak-
ers to improve the quality of
their own products to keep up.
At the carmaker ’s invitation,
engineers from the “Big 3”
automakers visited its plants to
study its methods. 

Over the last 25 years, the
company has continued to build
more and more of its vehicles in
the U.S. Today, nearly 80 per-
cent of Hondas sold in this coun-
try are built in North America.
That’s nearly 1 million cars a
year produced by workers in
Ohio and Alabama. In fact, the
company has now built 10 U.S.
manufacturing plants and
invested more than $8 billion in
the U.S. economy, employing
27,000 people in the United
States. 

Then And Now: A Trip Back To The ’80s

Twenty-five years ago, Honda led
the way for international
automakers when it became the
first to produce a car in the U.S.

(NAPSA)—The home phone has
long been celebrated for its user-
friendly design and reliability. In
addition, when a call comes in to a
911 communications center from a
wireless phone, the operator often
only has a vague idea of where the
person in distress is calling from,
while calls from landline phones are
accurately pinpointed.

Not only are home phones the
most reliable at the receiving end,
but corded home phones are also
the most reliable to call out from
during an emergency because they
will maintain power for hours
after neighborhood utilities and
local wireless towers suffer a
power outage.

While reliability and user-
friendly design have been consis-
tent features of the home phone
since its creation more than 100
years ago, many revolutionary
developments have helped the
home phone adapt to one genera-
tion after another. 

In 1891, it got an automatic dial
system. In 1911, it started calling
long-distance. In the 1960s, it got
video. In the 1970s, it started tak-
ing messages. In the 1980s, it
started identifying callers, and in
2007, it was integrated.

EMBARQ Together Plan Plus, a
new service from EMBARQ, makes

the home phone cool again and
convenient by integrating it with
customers’ wireless services. By
using two new calling features—
Find Me/Follow Me and Call
Transfer—customers can control
where, when and how they take
their calls.

With Find Me/Follow Me, cus-
tomers can link their home phone
with the other phones in their life.
A call to a customer’s home num-
ber could simultaneously ring
their wireless phone or be directed
to any alternate phone if there is
no answer. This allows customers
to answer the phone that is more

convenient for them, whether they
are at home or on the go. 

Using the “live” Call Transfer
feature, customers can easily
transfer calls they have received
on their home phone to any other
wireless or landline phone they
have preselected without inter-
rupting the call. The call can then
be transferred back to the origi-
nally called number or transferred
to a third number, helping to
reduce the number of wireless
minutes customers use when they
are at home.

These high-tech features, now
available on landline phones, add
even more value to the earliest
form of telecommunication.

“With Together Plan Plus call-
ing features, our customers have
the best of both worlds—the relia-
bility of the home phone and the
freedom usually only associated
with a wireless phone,” said Den-
nis Huber, EMBARQ senior vice
president of product development.
“Our customers now have the
power to decide who they want to
talk to, when they want to talk to
them and where they want to
receive the call. What could be
cooler than that?”

For more information about
EMBARQ and Together Plan Plus,
visit embarq.com/togetherplan.

High-Tech Features Make The Reliable Home Phone Cool Again

A new calling plan gives users
the power to control where, when
and how they take their calls.

(NAPSA)—Don’t make the mis-
take of waiting around until April
to start thinking about your taxes
—it could cost you a significant
amount of money. Millions of peo-
ple miss out on huge tax savings
every year because they start too
late or don’t have the information
they need to lower their tax bills. 

Here’s MSN Money
tax expert  Jef f
Schnepper ’s list of
what you should be
doing now to maxi-
mize your 2007 tax
return:

Shop ’til You
Drop. Get those big purchases in
before the end of the year, because
if you live in one of the nine states
without an income tax, you can
claim a deduction on your sales tax.
For those taxpayers in states with
an income tax, you can still deduct
sales tax if the amount is larger
than the amount of state and local
taxes paid. So plan ahead and buy
those birthday presents for the
upcoming year. Or if you’re plan-
ning on taking a vacation, buy your
tickets and book your hotel in
advance. 

’Tis the Season of Giving.
Don’t forget about those less fortu-
nate this holiday season. Make
last-minute charitable contribu-
tions and help somebody in need
while adding another deduction to
your tax return. Low on cash? You
can charge your donation to a
credit card or give a noncash con-

tribution to the Salvation Army or
Goodwill and deduct its value. 

More Info = More Money.
One of the biggest reasons people
miss out on free money during tax
season is that they don’t know the
latest tax laws that affect their
money. The tax laws are con-
stantly changing and it’s impor-
tant to stay up to date on informa-
tion that can make or break your
return. Sites such as MSN Money
provide updates on tax law plus
tips and tricks that get you in the
know, which usually means more
money.

Use It or Lose It. It’s time to
empty your flexible spending
accounts. These are “use it or lose
it” accounts. In years past, if the
money wasn’t spent by the end of
the year, you lost it. This year,
your employer may give you until
March 15, 2008, but this needs to
be determined in advance. To be
on the safe side, act now. That
means it’s time to prepay your
orthodontist and purchase those
new glasses. 

For more tax insight from
expert Jeff Schnepper, visit MSN
Money at http://money.msn.com.

The Early Bird Catches The Biggest Tax Return

Schnepper

Following a few important steps 
before Dec. 31 can save you 

hundreds, maybe thousands of 
dollars on taxes this year.

(NAPSA)—A recent AARP sur-
vey found that 22 percent of iden-
tity theft complainants were 50
and older. Victims of identity theft
can spend months and even years
fixing the damage. For informa-
tion on how to protect yourself
and your personal information,
visit www.aarp.org.

**  **  **
A new campaign has been cre-

ated to raise the public’s aware-
ness of the benefits of coal-based
electricity. The effort is designed
to remind consumers that in
many cases, 50 percent of their
electricity comes from coal. For
more information, go to Americas
power.org.

**  **  **
Finding the right insurance

balance—adequate coverage that
doesn’t include items you don’t
need—can be a challenge, but an
independent insurance agent can
help. To learn more or to find an
independent agent, visit progres
siveagent.com.

**  **  **
Consumers concerned about

foreclosure may benefit from
credit counseling. The Center for
Foreclosure Solutions provides
counselors around the clock,
seven days a week, at (888) 995-
HOPE to assist in English and
Spanish. Consumers with ques-
tions about their bank can visit
www.HelpWithMyBank.gov.

**  **  **
EMBARQ Together Plan Plus

offers two new calling features—
Find Me/Follow Me and Call

Transfer—that let customers con-
trol where, when and how they
take their calls. To learn more,
visit embarq.com/togetherplan.

**  **  **
With the Digital Arts & Crafts

Studio from Fisher-Price, budding
artists can create, save and print
their very own arts and crafts pro-
jects on their home computer, with
hundreds of creative activities and
child-friendly tools. To learn more,
visit www.fisher-price.com.

**  **  **
The OnGuard Kids Personal

Safety Alert System (www.on
guardkids.com) is a wristwatch
with a built-in, 110-decibel alarm
that children can activate if they
become lost or the victim of an
attempted abduction.

**  **  **
Miami attorney Jack Swyteck

gets more than he bargained for
when he takes on a homeless man
as a client in “When Darkness
Falls” (Harper Paperbacks),
another pulse-pounding thriller
from best-selling author James
Grippando.




