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(NAPSA)—Many families par-
take in the tradition of holding
annual reunions, taking time out
of busy lives to catch up with each
other and celebrate. 
However, today’s reunions are

going in a different direction than
sleeping on Grandma’s couch or
having just a few hours in a park.
Families are celebrating each
other and renewing relationships
between generations by taking
long weekends or more to stay
together—and many of them are
doing so at a family member ’s
timeshare. 
Americans bought $10.6 billion

worth of timeshares last year, with
4.7 million people buying into them
for the first time, according to the
American Resort Development
Association (ARDA). The proper-
ties let people more easily share
their vacation experiences with
extended families and, because
timeshares often include full
kitchens and a number of bed-
rooms, they can help reunion
attendees cut food and lodging
costs. Whether you’re meeting at a
timeshare or anywhere else, the
following tips from ARDA could
help your reunion be a hit: 

Theme It
Creating a theme for a family

reunion is a great way to get some
excitement generated around your
event. Themes can also make
things more fun when it comes to
being imaginative with food,
games, activities, invitations and
just about every other aspect of the
reunion. Family history themes
are popular, as are re unions that
celebrate a very special family
member’s birthday or anniversary,
or the family’s cultural heritage.

Icebreakers
You don’t need to occupy every-

one all the time, but planned

activities and icebreakers at your
family reunion will provide an
easy way for people who haven’t
seen each other for a while to feel
more comfortable together. Some
great ideas for icebreakers can be
found by visiting the Web site at
family-reunion.com/icebreak.htm.

Make Mealtime Fun 
Turn your kitchens into a trav-

eling dinner. Let everyone share
by creating a specialty from his or
her hometown. Appetizers can be
hosted by the cousins, dinner by
the grandparents and dessert by
the children. Timeshares provide
full kitchens in every unit, help-
ing to make dinner an event in
itself.

Games And Activities
Be sure to have games for all

ages. From Ping-Pong to shuffle-
board, many vacation ownership
resorts offer countless activities for
all ages—not to mention the vari-
ety of activities in your resort area.
ARDA’s free helpful hints,

“Take Time For Togetherness,”
provides travelers with tips
including invitations, selecting a
location, icebreaker games, de c -
orations and ways to stay in touch
all year. It is available by request
at www.vacationbetter.org.

Throwing A Fabulous Family Reunion

Many families are using their
timeshares to hold reunions.

Get Into Business School
(NAPSA)—Even with top busi-

ness schools rejecting over 85 per-
cent of applicants, you can manage
the admissions process if you avoid
a few mistakes, according to Stacy
Blackman, co-author of “The MBA
Application Roadmap” and an admis-
sions consultant. Here are some top
mistakes often encountered by
Blackman:

•Failing to ad -
dress obvious
weak nesses. Ad -
missions officers
may be interested
in what you
learned from a
mistake. 
•Focusing only

on career and pro-
fessional achieve-
ments. Reveal
your unique qual-
ities through activ-
ities outside of
work.
•Having too

many people re -
view and comment

on your application essay can water
it down.
•Not preparing adequately for

the admissions interview. Antici-
pate questions and practice.
Stacy Blackman Consulting

has helped clients gain admis-
sion to every top business school
in the world.  Learn more at
www.mbaroadmap.com. 

A good business
school ap pli cation
reveals passions
and unique qualities
through activities
outside of work.

(NAPSA)—With forethought,
you may be able to prevent becom-
ing a victim of online thieves who
can collect billions of dollars every
year using a variety of schemes to
steal the personal information—
even the entire identities—of
unsuspecting people. Take the
time to learn the risks now to pre-
vent the months, even years, of
bad credit and legal hassles that
can result from online scams. 

What you should know 
about online scams 

Online scammers typically
focus their efforts on gathering
the sort of information that may
appear on a loan application or
other financial transactions:
names, Social Security numbers,
birth dates, credit card and bank
account numbers—as well as
passwords and personal identifi-
cation numbers (PINs). Thieves
use this information to create
fraudulent accounts for their own
use and then go on spending
sprees that end up on your credit
report. 
One of the most popular ways

by which thieves steal personal
information is through a scam
called phishing. A phishing scam
begins with an e-mail to potential
victims that appears to come from
a legitimate business, such as a
bank or software company. The
message asks you to submit credit
card information, Social Security
numbers, bank account informa-
tion or other personal data under
a false pretense. This pretense is
often a moneymaking opportunity,
but it might also be a seemingly
routine request to verify personal
information. The scammer’s e-mail
may even include a link to a legiti-
mate-looking Web site to capture
this information. 
According to the Federal Trade

Commission, an estimated 9 mil-
lion Americans have their identi-
ties stolen each year, and about a
third of all reported victims of
identity theft are teen agers. They

make attractive targets because
they have good credit, seldom carry
much debt and may be less savvy
about keeping their personal infor-
mation secure. 

Signs of a scam 
• You don’t know the person

who has sent you the message. 
• You are promised large sums

of money for little or no effort on
your part. 
• The request contains a sense

of urgency. 
• The  s e nd e r  r e p e a t e d l y

re quests confidentiality. 
• You’re asked to provide

money up front for a processing
fee or to pay the cost of expediting
the process. 
• You’re asked to provide your

bank account number or other
personal financial information,
even if the sender offers to deposit
money into it. 
• The scammer offers to send

you copies of banking information
or other evidence to prove his or
her activity is legitimate—but this
evidence is easily faked. 

Learn More 
You can find additional fraud-

fighting tips from Comcast at
www.comcast.net/security. 

Protect Yourself From Online Identity Theft
What You Should Know About Online Scams

As many as 9 million Americans
have their identities stolen each
year, according to the Federal
Trade Commission. 

(NAPSA)—Since the Industrial
Revolution, it could be said that
the fabric of America is steel. And
even in an economic downturn,
steel remains an essential compo-
nent of U.S. growth and exports.
But where is that steel coming
from?
Increasingly, the answer is

“overseas.” Although the total
U.S. consumption of specialty
steel decreased 11.5 percent
between June 2007 and June
2008, the percentage of foreign
steel—known as the import pene-
tration—actually increased from
35.6 percent to 39.9 percent.
The primary increase stems

from the importation of stainless
steel sheet/strip, which jumped
13.4 percent over the same time
period—despite the fact that the
nation’s consumption went down
6.2 percent. Over that 12-month
period, imported alloy tool steel
also saw a significant increase of
6.1 percent.
“Stainless steel imports of

sheet and strip products continue
to surge, even in the midst of a 10
percent decline in U.S. consump-
tion,” said Doug Kittenbrink,
chairman of the Specialty Steel
Industry of North America. “Cur-
rency manipulation and other

subsidies are enabling Asian com-
petitors to unfairly target our
markets. We strongly believe it is
time for the U.S. Congress to
address the issue of China cur-
rency manipulation.”
Many Americans concerned

about the country’s economy—as
well as their own—are writing
their legislators in Washington
about this issue. You can reach
your senators at www.senate.gov
and your representative at
www.house.gov. For additional
information, visit www.ssina.com.

Protecting U.S. Jobs From Unfair Competition

More and more of the steel used
in the U.S. comes from overseas,
which poses a threat to American
jobs and the economy.

(NAPSA)—For pregnant women
with diabetes, attention to health
and regular visits to the doctor may
never be more important. To help,
the National Diabetes Information
Clearinghouse has an easy-to-read
booklet entitled “For Women with
Diabetes: Your Guide to Pregnancy.”
It’s available at www.diabetes.
niddk.nih.gov/dm/pubs/pregnancy.

**  **  **
A product like the Aveeno Con-

tinuous Radiance Moisturizing
Lotion for all Skin Tones features
a patented dial dispenser with
five settings for individual color
customization. Learn about how
to achieve radiant-looking skin at
aveeno.com.

**  **  **
Physicians who maintain

their board certification partici-
pate in a program called ABMS
Maintenance of Certification™
(MOC), which evaluates a physi-
cian’s skills and knowledge on
an ongoing basis. To determine
whether a physician is certified
by an American Board of Med-
ical Specialties Member Board,
visit www.abms.org or call toll-
free (866) ASK-ABMS.

(NAPSA)—For a heart-healthy
take on the traditional holiday
main dish, use olive oil to seal in
the turkey’s natural juices. For
more recipes, and information
about olive oil, visit www.about
 oliveoil.org. 

**  **  **
The Farm Rich brand has

introduced some delicious snacks
and appetizers that are great as a
tasty after-school snack or dinner
on the run. To learn more, visit
www.farmrichfun.com.

**  **  **
You can create a sweet and

savory meal for a family of four
for less than $10 with a Pork &
Sweet Potato Stew made with
LouAna vegetable or canola oil.
Visit www.louana.com for recipes
and cooking tips.

***
Live in such a way that you
would not be ashamed to sell
your parrot to the town gossip. 

—Will Rogers
***

***
Rumor travels faster, but it don’t
stay put as long as truth. 

—Will Rogers
***

***
The only time people dislike gos-
sip is when you gossip about
them.

—Will Rogers 
***

***
There isn’t much to be seen in
a little town, but what you hear
makes up for it.

—Kin Hubbard 
***

The largest crabs in the world,
which stand three feet high and
often weigh as much as 30
pounds, live off the coast of
Japan. 




