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(NAPSA)—Have you ever expe-
rienced a water heater failure?
Have you ever had to clean one
up? If you have, you know it’s not
something you ever want to have
happen again.

Unnoticed, a leaking water
heater can silently spill hundreds
and even thousands of gallons of
water on the floor of a basement,
throughout a second floor, a
garage or even an apartment—
and ruin everything in reaching
distance of its water. And water
heaters seem to fail at the most
inconvenient of times—in the mid-
dle of the night or when the own-
ers are away for the weekend or
on vacation. 

Homeowner Pat Chmura, of
Smithfield, R.I., knows all about
what water heaters can do when
they fail. Four years ago, she had
the unpleasant experience of a
burst water heater. The leak was-
n’t discovered until the family
noticed they had no hot water.
The resulting mess was something
she hasn’t forgotten. 

Last year she had a new water
heater and Jacuzzi installed on
the second floor of her home, and
when her plumber recommended
installing a Water and Gas Supply
(WAGS) valve along with the
water heater to prevent the flood-
ing that can come with a leak, she
readily agreed.

She’s glad she did because her
new water heater failed within six
months. That’s unusual but it can
happen. But this time there was
no flood, no damaged floor, ceiling
or household items. Why? Because
the WAGS valve did exactly what
it had been installed to do: sense
the water accumulating in a drip
pan below the water heater and
shut off the water supply to it.

That’s how the WAGS valve
works. It comes with a spring-
loaded piston that activates when
the water in the drip pan reaches
3⁄4” in depth. In doing so, it imme-
diately closes off the flow of water
to the tank. In the case of gas-
fired water heaters, the valve
shuts off the gas line too. 

“Every household should have
a WAGS valve on its water
heater,” says Chmura. “You're
doing yourself one big favor.”

The WAGS valve is the only
product of its kind on the market
that shuts off both the water and
gas feeds in the event of a water
leak. Plumbers nationwide can
install it on a new water heater, or
retrofit a valve to an existing
water heater. It installs quickly
and easily in both cases.

To learn more about WAGS
valves and the peace of mind they
provide, visit www.wagsvalve.com.
To find the nearest registered
installer, call Taco, Inc., the man-
ufacturer of the WAGS valve, at 1-
877-GET-WAGS.

“Oh My God,The Basement’s Flooded!”

A single valve can help pre-
vent water heater leaks.

(NAPSA)—Combating mold
used to be a pretty simple process.
Just clean out the refrigerator or
scrub down the back porch, partic-
ularly when humidity levels are
on the rise. In the past year, how-
ever, mold has become more than
just an annoyance.

Mounting reports have been
chronicling the same disquieting
tale. Toxic black mold can be
physically harmful, especially to
children. Toxic mold is becoming
a widespread concern. Toxic mold
has costly consequences, sad-
dling homeowners and busi-
nesses with massive reparations,
in many cases declined by insur-
ance companies.

Most accounts have taken a
reactive slant to the problem but
a growing manufacturer of plas-
tic paneling systems is talking
about prevention.

“Our product has been clini-
cally proven to inhibit the growth
of mold,” said Charles Yoder, pres-
ident of Parkland Plastics, Inc.
“Our wall and ceiling panels rep-
resent an inexpensive method to
help protect homes and commer-
cial buildings from mold.”

His company developed and
manufactures a variety of residen-
tial and commercial paneling sys-
tems using a waterproof material
produced with 100 percent recy-
cled polymers. According to Yoder,
it neutralizes the main factors
contributing to mold growth. 

“Moisture has to be present for
mold to grow,” he said. “The
absorbency in PLAS-TEX® is just
thousandths of a percent. That
compares to fiberglass, which is a
tenth of a percent, and wood,
which is 10 to 20 percent.”

Dr. Thaddeus J. Godish, Direc-
tor of Indoor Air Quality Research
Laboratory at Indiana’s Ball State
University, said the extensive use

of gypsum board in construction
magnifies the problem.

“Many applications for gypsum
board use a paper facing, which
acts as a food source for mold once
water is introduced,” he said. “Any
type of waterproof material would
help combat the problem.”

Recent laboratory testing con-
ducted by the Department of
Microbiology and Immunology at
Texas Tech University under-
scored Parkland’s panels’ water-
proof and impermeable properties.
The report stated “the results
would suggest that it cannot be
utilized as a food source itself by
fungi or bacteria.”

Yoder explained, “PLAS-TEX is
chemically inert. It cannot act as a
food source.” The presence of cel-
lulose in wood also poses a breed-
ing ground for mold. The state of
Texas recently banned ceiling pan-
els that contain cellulose and the
plastic paneling is being consid-
ered as a replacement product.

Parkland already has a foothold
in the home improvement indus-
try with its line of panels, match-
ing moldings, wainscotings and a
variety of laminated panels. These
products are available at a num-
ber of home improvement stores,
such as Home Depot, Lowe’s and
Do-It-Best outlets. For more infor-
mation, call 1-800-835-4110 or see
www.parklandplastics.com.

Bold Move Against MoldGrowing The Bottom Line
by Alice Bredin

(NAPSA)—Key to managing
cash flow is seizing opportunities
to save. Consider these tips: 

• Review expenses regularly to
ensure you’re spending in the
right places. This can also help
you identify good deals for ser-
vices or vendors. 

• Consider outsourcing for spe-
cific tasks. Using experts on pro-
jects can improve turnaround
time and overall quality, resulting
in fewer, costly revisions and
expensive project management
headaches.

• Take advantage of discounts
from trade groups, business associ-
ations and credit card companies.
For example, OPEN: The Small
Business Network from American
Express offers automatic discounts
when you use its charge or credit
cards at Staples, FedEx, Kinko’s
and others.

• Encourage employees to look
for savings opportunities. 

• Find more  free  business
advice at www.open.american
express.com.

Alice Bredin is a small business
expert and successful entrepreneur
who has spent more than a decade
running BBI, a consulting company
that helps large companies market
to small business. She is also a well-
known author and columnist on
small business issues.

A business that’s careful with its
money has more to spend on
expansion, salaries or bonuses.

(NAPSA)—Regular eye exams
may help you see things a little
more clearly.

Doctors recommend that every-
one get an eye exam at least once
a year. Routine eye care should
start at the age of three.

“We need to drive home the
point that taking care of your eyes
is an important part of your
health routine, like getting exer-
cise and drinking enough water,”
said New York-based Dr. Barry
Farkas, partner in one of the
largest contact lens specialty prac-
tices in the United States. “It
should just be one of the things we
all know needs to be done—and
then we need to act on it.”

A recent eye care survey for
Bausch & Lomb revealed the fol-
lowing highlights:

• 74 percent of those surveyed
require vision correction.

• 90 percent have never spoken
to their eye care professional
about all of the vision correction
options available to them.

• 77 percent want a vision cor-
rection method that could provide
healthier eyes and better vision.

• 84 percent have never talked
with their eye care professional
about gas permeable contact
lenses.

Nearly four million Americans
wear gas permeable contact
lenses, which are made of a
breathable firm, durable, plastic
that is custom fitted to the shape
of the cornea. The smooth finish
and low water content of these
lenses can mean few protein
deposits, which can contribute to
ocular health. Gas permeable
lenses can provide vision correc-
tion for a variety of needs includ-

ing: first-time contact lens use,
myopia,  presbyopia/evolving
reading needs, astigmatism, and
medically demanding situations.

One of the many fans of gas
permeable contact lenses is Lor-
raine Bracco, an Emmy Award-
nominated actress on HBO’s The
Sopranos. 

“For many years, I had a vari-
ety of vision problems and was
always too busy to see my eye doc-
tor. It had gotten to the point
where my arms were not long
enough to hold my scripts any fur-
ther away so I could read them,”
Bracco said. “Gas permeable con-
tact lenses now allow me to see
both for distance and up close.”

More information about gas per-
meable contact lenses is available
on the web site at www.bausch.com
or through your eye care specialist.

Insight Into Eyesight Care

Actress Lorraine Bracco of
HBO’s The Sopranos said gas
permeable contact lenses help
her focus on reading scripts.

(NAPSA)—Since it was estab-
lished by Congress in 1813, the
Federal Depository Library Pro-
gram (FDLP) has collected, orga-
nized and preserved information
published by the federal govern-
ment, and assisted people in
locating and using it. Libraries
designated as depositories provide
local, no-fee access to information
from the government in impartial
environments. Expert assistance
in locating specific information is
available at all locations from
government information librari-
ans. To learn more, or to locate
the nearest depository library,
visit www.gpo.gov/fdlp.

Cash provided by life insur-
ance does more than just pay
funeral expenses. It can pay the
mortgage and other household

expenses, fund future education
costs, supplement retirement sav-
ings and help pay estate taxes.
Without life insurance, a family
might be forced to sell assets to
pay outstanding bills or taxes.
You can learn more about life
insurance from the experts at
Aetna at www.aetna.com.

****
I like to give my energy to activities that affirm the oneness of
humankind.

—Claire Randall
***

The tallest structure in the
U.S. is a TV tower in North Dakota
that’s 2,063 feet high.

Mother’s Day was declared a
national holiday in 1914.




