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(NAPSA)—It has been de-
scribed as a truck with a mission
but one smart new Army truck is
equipped for whatever missions it
takes to help protect the American
way of life.

The Army Tank-automotive
and Armaments Command’s
National Automotive Center
(NAC) recently unveiled the
SmarTruck II, a vehicle capable of
both counterterrorism support
and homeland security for a vari-
ety of community service and
humanitarian aid missions.

The vehicle introduces several
new electronic and communications
technologies, including a Pointer
remotely controlled electric
Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV),
advanced Spike pinpoint laser-
guided missile, 360-degree video
cameras, four integrated state-of-
the-art global communications sys-
tems and a unique hyperbolic inter-
active Web site for data acquisition.

Built on a modified Chevrolet
Silverado platform, this innova-

tive 6x6 all-wheel drive vehicle is
engineered to meet military, home-
land security, counterterrorism and
municipal government challenges
in a post-Sept. 11 environment.

The truck packs a bevy of elec-
tronically intelligent devices,
state-of-the-art global communica-
tion systems and weapons options
that will give its crew some cru-
cial mission advantages.

“If you don’t know exactly what
you need, what’s the next best
thing? A modular vehicle that can
become anything you want it to
be,” said Dennis J. Wend, execu-
tive director of the NAC.

The truck incorporates an
interchangeable mobile applica-
tions system. The system consists
of a heavy-duty stainless steel
receiver frame that accepts multi-
ple combinations of new special
applications modules/pods. These
interchangeable pods can be con-
figured to perform a wide range of
military missions or homeland
security activities.

An Army Vehicle Equipped With Possibilities

Beyond the military role, SmarTruck II can be configured for home-
land security, community service and humanitarian aid applications.

Atlantis: Found In Bahamas?
(NAPSA)—The legend of the

lost continent of Atlantis has fas-
cinated people for centuries, from
the philosopher Plato to contem-
porary anthropologists. The bot-
tom line question: Did Atlantis
really exist, and if so, where?

According to Pleasant Holidays,
a top tour operator serving the
Caribbean, a surprising number of
travelers to the Bahamas are
familiar with the legend since sev-
eral fascinating discoveries have
been made in Bahamian waters.

In 1969, in the sea around
Bimini, divers found four cylindri-
cal stone formations. Although
skeptics maintain that the geo-
metric slabs are natural forma-
tions, believers claim the “pillars”
resemble Egyptian temple archi-
tecture, and could have bordered a
subterranean highway.

In 1970, a scuba diver came
across a pyramid-like structure
near Bimini. Swimming inside, he
found the interior lit by an un-
known light source. He claims to
have found a polished crystal
sphere. Witnesses say it glows
with phantom lights and gives off
a tingly sensation to the touch.

For affordable travel packages
to the Bahamas, call your travel
agent or Pleasant Holidays at
800-448-3333. You can also visit
www.PleasantHolidays.com. Bring
your wet suit and scuba gear—
who knows what you’ll find?

(NAPSA)—Are you up for the
ride? 

That’s the question being asked
by the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, while challenging cyclists to
sign up for the 2003 Tour de Cure
to help raise money for diabetes
research. 

This nationwide event held
April through June, lets both the
avid and recreational cyclist join
the nearly 24,000 other riders who
are determined to make a differ-
ence. The American Diabetes
Association’s Tour de Cure event
is the biggest cycling event for
diabetes in the country.

Many of the riders participate
in Tour de Cure to show their
courage and support to friends
and family members living with
diabetes. Some participate for the
stimulating competition; cama-
raderie and physical cycling chal-
lenge. But for the most part, the
reward comes in knowing that
every mile pedaled and every dol-
lar raised puts the Association one
step closer to its goal for the cure. 

In addition to raising funds to
find a cure, the Association wants
to raise the general public’s
awareness about the American
Diabetes Association and the ser-
vices that it provides to the local
community. 

Diabetes is the sixth leading
cause of death in the United
States. 

If left untreated, diabetes can
lead to devastating complications,
including blindness, kidney dis-
ease, heart disease, and amputa-
tions. Even more alarming is the
fact that millions of people who
have diabetes don’t even know

they have it. 
By participating in Tour de

Cure, you will help to raise much-
needed funds for diabetes
research, community-based pro-
grams that help people with the
disease lead healthier lives, and
the Association’s advocacy efforts
to continue spreading the “dia-
betes is serious” message to the
general public.

Signing up today can help peo-
ple with the disease lead healthier
lives. 

National presenting sponsor is
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
and national sponsors also include
Performance Bicycles, Schwinn
and People Weekly Magazine.

To learn more about how to
participate in your area, call the
American Diabetes Association at
1-888-DIABETES (342-2383) or
register online at www.Diabetes.
org/tour.

Sign Up—Go The Extra Mile For A Cure

You can sign up for a fundrais-
ing cycling event by calling 
1-888-Diabetes.

by John J. Politi
(NAPSA)—George Washington

once wrote “the willingness of future
generations to serve in our military
will be directly dependent upon how
we have treated those who have
served in the past.” Today, however,
antiquated laws and under-funded
budgets are preventing former ser-
vice members from receiving bene-

fits and entitlements
due them as a result
of their service in our
nation’s armed forces.

Disabled veter-
ans, for example, are
required to forfeit
one dollar of retired

pay for every dollar of disability
pay they receive due to a law dat-
ing back to 1890. In 2002, Con-
gress authorized a special pay
that will help a limited number of
these retirees. Hundreds of thou-
sands, however, still await “con-
current receipt” of these two dis-
tinct benefits.

Veterans also face challenges in
the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) health care system. Severe
funding shortfalls have led to
extreme wait-times for appoint-
ments and health care rationing.

Inequities can also be found in
the Survivor Benefit Plan. Today,
retirees cover 75 percent of the
costs of the program through their

premium payments, 15 percent
more than the government envi-
sioned. Some have paid these pre-
miums for more than 30 years. To
add insult to injury, the annuity
awarded to surviving spouses
drops from 55 to 35 percent of
retired pay at age 62.

The opportunity to honor these
commitments is fading fast, as
more than 1,000 veterans are
dying each day. America’s “Great-
est Generation” will not be with
us much longer.

The contributions of former
service members to the liberties
and freedom we cherish today
cannot be overstated. Many paid
the ultimate price in defense of
country and they should never be
forgotten. But for those who
remain—who also sacrificed so
much—we can do much better.
Action must be taken now to cor-
rect the inequities affecting those
who have served the United
States with patriotism, pride and
dignity.

John J. Politi is the Chairman
of the Board of the Air Force Asso-
ciation. For more information,
visit the Air Force Association’s
Web site at www.afa.org or write to
The Air Force Association, attn:
Policy and Communications, 1501
Lee Highway, Arlington, VA
22209-1198.

We Must Honor Our Commitment to Veterans

Politi

(NAPSA)—Pampering your
family with a tasty dinner they
will find truly delicious does not
have to be time intensive, say
experts at ConAgra Foods, makers
of Cook’s Ham. Bone-in hams offer
versatility and convenience
because they can appear at the
dinner table as a main dish or as
an ingredient in a flavorful meal.
For other quick and easy ideas,
log on to www.CooksHam.com.

During colder months there is
a wonderful array of fruits from
Chile available in the produce
department.  Winter in the
United States is summer in
Chile, which means you receive
the benefit of Chile’s agricultural
expertise and the fruits of their
labor,  including Gala, Fuji ,
Granny Smith and Braeburn
apples and red and green
Bartlett pears. So go ahead and
cut up a couple of apples, drizzle
them with a little honey, sprinkle
on some chopped peanuts and
enjoy a little slice of summer. For
more information on fresh fruits
from Chile, visit www.cffusa.org.
For information about 5 a Day

and The Color Way Guide to the
Health Benefits of  Colorful
Fruits and Vegetables, visit the
Web site www.5aday.com and
www.aboutproduce.com.

The modern styling of home
interiors is complemented with
simple Italian hors d’oeuvres such
as bocconcini, olives, or Portobello
mushrooms, followed by chic
entrees such as garden fresh
penne with tomato basil sauce or
Grecian skillet ribeyes, paired
with Ecco Domani Merlot wine.
For recipes and more food and
wine pairing suggestions visit
www.eccodomani.com.

***
Baby: An alimentary canal with
a loud voice at one end and no
responsibility at the other.

—Elizabeth Adamson
***

***
No man understands a deep
book until he has seen and lived
at least part of its contents.

—Ezra Pound
***

***
Youth is not properly definable
by age. It is a spirit of daring,
creating, asserting life, and
openly relating to the world.

—Malcolm Boyd
***




