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(NAPSA)—Patriotism is build-
ing all across America. Families
looking to rekindle their national
pride are taking to the road to
rediscover our historic American
landmarks.

There’s never been a better
time to take a road trip to discover
the beauty and history available
in less frequently visited sites.
From the redwood forests to the
Gulf Stream waters, American
attractions provide a rich appreci-
ation of our heritage.

Along U.S. Highways 101 and
199 in Northern California, for
example, national and state parks
house some of the world’s tallest
trees: old-growth coast redwoods.
The park includes scenic drives,
nearly 200 miles of walking and
hiking trails, redwood groves,
rivers and streams, Native Ameri-
can history and 37 miles of pris-
tine Pacific coastline. 

The Gulf Stream offers a differ-
ent experience. Head to Alabama’s
Gulf Coast where you’ll find 32
miles of sugar-white sand beaches,
oatgrass-covered sand dunes, and
sparkling blue-green water. There,
you can explore the Gulf ’s histori-
cal, ecological, and outdoor activi-
ties or visit Fort Morgan perched
at the entrance to Mobile Bay.

No matter what region is within
driving distance, you can find fun
and educational attractions to help
you and your family rediscover
American roots. Automobile lovers
can motor on down to the Motor
City to the Henry Ford Museum
and Greenfield Village in nearby
Dearborn, Mich., where the rich
history of the automobile in Amer-
ica unfolds. Visitors armed with a
modern GPS navigation system
like Avis Assist can see the cars we
drove, the cars we wished we could
drive, and the diners, motels, and
drive-in movies that we stopped in
along the way. 

Those interested in African

American history can visit many
historic places along the “Under-
ground Railroad” that convey the
courageous and inspiring stories of
African Americans’ journey to free-
dom. Load the kids up in a Ford
minivan from Budget Rent A Car
and create your own travel itiner-
ary from the growing number of
public and private sites listed with
The National Register of Historic
Places, such as the Harriet Tub-
man Home located on 26 acres of
land in Auburn, N.Y., or the John
Brown Farm and Gravesite in
Lake Placid, N.Y., or even the Levi
Coffin House in Fountain City, Ind.

“There’s no time like the pre-
sent to pack up the family and
head for the open road,” says Ted
Deutsch, spokesman for the Cen-
dant Car Rental Group. “We are
seeing demand for SUVs and mini-
vans increasing as more families
seek comfortable alternatives to
the more traditional ways of dis-
covering our American heritage.”

Sometimes the journey is as
important as the destination. For
nearly half a century, Route 66 was
the chief commercial highway and
main tourist artery to the West
Coast. Though its glory days are
now faded, you can still get your
kicks on Route 66 in western Ari-
zona and in eastern California.
Starting from Seligman, Ariz., a

100-mile stretch of Route 66 curves
through the Havasupai Indian
Reservation to Kingman, Ariz.
Ninety miles west of Kingman,
another 100-mile section of old 66
veers south through the Mojave
Desert to the tiny community of
Amboy, Calif. “Many people who
take a trip like this, through open
sky and amazing geographic for-
mations, request convertibles like
the Mustang to feel the wind of the
open road,” says Budget Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing, Becky Alseth.

Our national anthem will be
even more meaningful when you
trace its history on a visit to Balti-
more, Md. When Francis Scott Key
saw the American flag flying over
Fort McHenry during the British
invasion of the port of Baltimore in
September 1814, he was inspired
to write the “Star Spangled Ban-
ner.” You can see a replica of this
flag at the Star-Spangled Banner
Flag House in Baltimore or spend
a day at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor,
one of America’s oldest seaports.

Back in 1941, President Roo-
sevelt’s famous Four Freedoms
Speech to Congress inspired the
great American artist and illustra-
tor, Norman Rockwell, to create the
Four Freedoms paintings. Today
these paintings, along with 570
other original paintings and draw-
ings, are housed at the Norman
Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge,
Mass., just a 21⁄2 hour ride from
Boston or New York. “City dwellers
that don’t own a car, often rent one
from one of our many downtown
Avis locations for summer weekend
getaways,” noted Avis Regional
Manager, Joe Ferraro.

Wherever you go to celebrate
our national heritage, be sure to
buckle up and drive safely. To
make the most of your patriotic
journey, pick up a copy of Avis’
Family Road Map when you rent
a car from any of the more than
970 Avis locations.

Traveling America’s Highways And Byways In A Rental Car

Renting a car can be a conve-
nient, hassle-free way to take in
America’s scenery.

(NAPSA)—More and more peo-
ple in today’s job market feel dis-
enfranchised; it’s no surprise that
many of them are taking control
of their financial futures through
franchising. 

Call it what you will—“taking
charge of your life,” a desire to “be
your own boss.” However, starting
your own business is scary for
many, hence more and more are
turning to buying a franchise.
Fact is, the desire to own your
own business is leading thou-
sands of people each month to
visit the busiest franchise oppor-
tunity Web site on the planet—
BeTheBoss1.com.

Affiliated with Monster.com,
the BeTheBoss1.com Web site is a
Virtual Franchise Expo. Giving
people an easily accessible cyber
link to detailed information about
more than 150 of today’s hottest
franchise opportunities—plus
direct links to all of them. For
anyone looking to buy their own
business, this is the place to start.

Rosanne Lapierre was one of
these people. “We discovered Candy
Bouquet through BeTheBoss.
Three months later, we purchased
a Candy Bouquet franchise which
we’ve been running for six months.
We’re already profitable and could-
n’t be happier!”

The BeTheBoss1.com site is
designed to give searchers all the
information they’re seeking. 

A simple “click” on Franchising
and you will be given a complete
education—from which franchises
are the hottest, to learning the
basics of franchising. 

For example, people can learn
why franchising may be the safest
way to start a business—offering
a much lower risk of failure than
independent businesses. They’ll
learn how franchise systems offer

investors the experience of a
proven business system with a
built-in marketing team—adding
credence to the adage that by
owning a franchise you will “be in
business for yourself, but not by
yourself.”

Searchers will gain valuable
information from “The Five Steps
of Franchising,” “How to Secure
Financial Assistance,” and find
help with “Start Up,” the most
difficult aspect of any business.
The site even includes direct links
to the industry’s best franchise
events. In fact, click on “BeThe-
Boss Expo” to see if there is a
franchise expo coming to your
area soon. 

In addition, visitors to the site
are given the opportunity to select
a specific industry of interest,
explore various levels of invest-
ment and finally, register to be
contacted by the franchise system
that they would like to investigate.

Being able to obtain this much
information in one location, with-
out leaving your computer, it’s
almost unbelievable.

For more information, visit
www.BeTheBoss1.com or call 201-
226-1130.

Franchising—A Great Business Opportunity

Click on BeTheBoss1.com to see
if a franchise expo is coming to
you soon.

(NAPSA)—A delizioso selection
of approachably authentic Italian
fare is reflected in the expanded
menu at one of America’s most
beloved ristoranti. Featuring such
distinct ingredients as pancetta and
sage, Olive Garden’s new entrées
capture the essence of Italian cui-
sine. A passion for dishes prepared
with the freshest ingredients is
reflected in each of the new entrées:
Three Meat Ravioli, Stuffed Chicken
Siena, Chicken Castellina and
Salmon Piccata. Many of the dishes
on the menu are inspired by the Olive
Garden Riserva di Fizzano restau-
rant and Olive Garden’s Culinary
Institute of Tuscany in Italy. To learn
more, visit www.olivegarden.com.

One important attribute to look
for in a knife is tang, which refers
to the portion of the knife that is
attached to the handle. Full tang
means a sturdier construction.
Another highly desirable quality in
knives is a high carbon content. The
more carbon that’s used in crafting
the blade, the sharper the blade
stays. The Twin Signature Series
from J.A. Henckels, for instance,
incorporates all of these elements
and more. The knives are hand-
honed, with laser-controlled edges.
To learn more, write to Zwilling J.A.
Henckels, 171 Saw Mill River Road,
Hawthorne, NY 10532 or visit
www.jahenckels.com.

Riding the Nuevo Latino cuisine
trend and popularized by recent
appearances on television shows
such as “Sex and the City” and
ABC’s “The View,” the Mojito cock-
tail is the new “It drink,” quickly
becoming one of the most popular
to hit American pop culture in
years. Invented by Cuban farmers,
the Mojito contains sugar, lime,
rum and fresh mint leaves crushed
with a “muddler,” which resembles
a small baseball bat. It can be eas-
ier to mix your own Mojitos and
enliven entertaining options with
a Mojito Set, such as one created
by Bradshaw International. The
set contains four clear acrylic high-
ball glasses with translucent green
accents, a clear acrylic drink shaker
top and lime juicer, a wood “mud-
dler,” a two-tablespoon sugar mea-
sure and four stir sticks. For more
information, call Bradshaw Inter-
national at 800-421-6290.

(NAPSA)—What can the aver-
age citizen do about animal cru-
elty? A lot, according to The
Humane Society of the United
States (HSUS). One way to make
a difference is to start a Neighbor-
hood Watch for Animals program.
Whether it is incorporating ani-
mals into existing Neighborhood
Crime Watch programs or starting
a program from scratch, all you
need to do is ask residents to be
on the lookout for signs that ani-
mals are being abused. For those
interested in starting their own
Neighborhood Watch for Animals
program, HSUS has materials to
help, including a tip sheet with
practical suggestions for citizens
who want to do more to protect
animals in their communities. For
this information, call 1-888-213-
0956 or visit  www.hsus.org.

According to tests done by
Shell using standard EPA proce-
dures, the new Shell gasolines can
give better mileage because they
reduce engine friction—and less
friction means improved engine

efficiency which can give drivers
better mileage. The new gasoline
formulation reduces friction
between moving parts inside the
engine, like pistons and rings, so
they slide more easily inside cylin-
ders, helping the engine run more
efficiently and use less fuel. In
addition, the new formulation can
clean up engine deposits left
behind by other gasolines. A clean
engine also performs better. To
learn more visit www.shellus.com
or www.localshell.com.

***
An optimist sees an opportunity
in every calamity; a pessimist
sees a calamity in every oppor-
tunity.

—Winston Churchill
***

***
The great secret of success in
life is for a man to be ready
when his opportunity comes.

—Benjamin Disraeli
***

***
The highest use of capital is not
to make more money, but to
make money do more for the
betterment of life.

—Henry Ford
***




