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(NAPSA)—If you’ve resolved to
see more of the world in 2004,
you’re in good company. But did
you know that traveling with a
group—versus going on your
own—could save you a lot of
money? Thanks to group travel
packages, visiting Europe can be
surprisingly affordable and offer
more value for your travel dollar. 

With group travel packages such
as those offered by Cosmos, inde-
pendent-minded, smart practical
travelers can explore the sunny
side of charming Europe—saving
on travel costs so they can instead
spend money on the experience. 

Spain and Portugal are two of
the year’s most popular destina-
tions. But how much could it cost
to visit and experience these
charming countries that are rich
in history and natural beauty?
Booking a trip to Spain and Portu-
gal by yourself in the peak travel-
ing season of June, using airline
and hotel Web sites, could cost you
nearly $2,500. On the other hand,
by taking Cosmos’ 14-day Best of
Spain & Portugal trip during that
same season could save you in the
neighborhood of $900. The Cos-
mos trip includes visits to such
places like Malaga, the Granada-
Alhambra Palace, Gibraltar,
Seville, Fatima, Coimbra, Oporto,
Salamanca, Avila, Segovia, Evora
as well as the sandy beaches of
Costa del Sol and the olive and
orange groves of Andalusia. 

The savings leaves travelers
with ample pocket money to sam-
ple the local Portuguese wines at

Porto, overlooking the Douro
River, or buy some vintage port at
Hutcheson Feuerheerd Winery.
Besides being a cheaper way to
travel, Cosmos provides travelers
all the benefits of group travel
with much of the freedom of an
independent vacation to create a
balanced experience for each and
every traveler. Plus, you have the
added benefit of an expert tour
director who knows the area,
knows what’s a good value and
can give you pointers on how to
get the most out of your vacation. 

For those who want to visit all
the must-see sights of Spain, Cos-
mos’ 16-day Grand Tour of Spain
is the perfect vacation. This trip is
truly a grand tour of Spain’s beau-
tiful cities and places such as the
Royal Palace, the new Guggen-
heim Museum in Bilbao, Loyola
Sanctuary and the Peniscola Cas-
tle built by the Knights Templar.

With air-inclusive prices starting
at $1,626, this trip is quite the
bargain if you consider that 16
nights in a hotel comparable to
the Cosmos trip accommodations
would likely cost you more than
$100 a night.  

Expanding the horizons
slightly is the 16-day Spain, Por-
tugal and Morocco trip, which cov-
ers the fortress city of Avila,
Seville, Casablanca, Fez, Tangier,
Costa del Sol and La Mancha.
Local guides are provided for
sightseeing in Madrid, Lisbon,
Rabat and Marrakesh. With air-
inclusive pricing starting at
$1,485, this trip can save travel-
ers a lot.

With all the money saved by
booking a Cosmos group travel
vacation, travelers can afford to
enjoy the exciting shopping that
can be found in the region. Visi-
tors to Madrid can find some dis-
tinctive treasures, such as the
sought-after perfume scents of
Alvarez Gumez; the museum-
quality guitars found at Conde
Hermanos and José Ramirez; all
things flamenco found in El Fla-
menco; and a selection of som-
breros found at Casa Yustas,
Madrid’s oldest hat shop. Other
items found at local markets
include leather from Cordoba, lace
from Galicia and jewelry from
Toledo.

For Cosmos reservations or to
receive the Cosmos’ Europe 2004
brochure, consumers can visit
www.cosmos.com or call 866-603-
1313.

Affordable European Travel Packages Take Flight

Spain and Portugal wait to be
explored—at some of the best
prices in a long time.

(NAPSA)—Tax season needn’t be
a challenging time for America’s 5.1
million small businesses. It may
bring numerous payroll responsibili-
ties and potential headaches, but
four tips can help small businesses
better control payroll: 

1. Stay on Top of Payroll
Withholding Tax Changes

Tax rates can change at any
time. For example in 2003, all fed-
eral withholding tax rates changed
to support the nationwide mid-year
tax cut. Without reliable tax rate
updates, many small businesses cal-
culate taxes incorrectly, leading to
potential penalties, and collecting
back taxes from employees.

While tax agencies post updated
withholding tax rates, the easiest
way to get current tax rates is prob-
ably through your accounting soft-
ware’s payroll tax table service, or to
use an online self-service payroll
such as www.paycycle.com, which
automatically updates its users’ tax
rates, with 100 percent accuracy
guaranteed.  

2. Don’t Forget That Unem-
ployment Taxes Can Change
Too

In 2004, roughly 20 states are
changing unemployment tax rates
or the wage base subject to unem-
ployment tax. 

Accurate paychecks address only
half your responsibility. You also
need to correctly calculate employer-
only taxes, such as unemployment
taxes. Complete solutions, such as
PayCycle’s, calculate both employee
and employer taxes to ensure you
have your entire payroll under con-
trol. 

3. File Your Forms
Like individual taxes, you not

only need to pay taxes, but also need
to file payroll tax forms. Plus, some
states require multiple filings quar-
terly and annually, and forms often
change.

Small businesses can file federal

tax forms electronically
(www.irs.gov/efile) and many states
offer e-filing options. Alternatively,
choose an in-house or outsourced
payroll solution that files federal
and state forms—either electroni-
cally or with pre-filled “signature
ready” forms.

4. Stop Worrying: Do Payroll
Online

Online self-service payroll can
make it easier and less expensive for
small businesses to stay in control
and avoid headaches. The service
offers instant, guaranteed accurate
paycheck calculations, direct
deposit, electronic tax payments,
electronic tax filings, W-2s, detailed
reports and toll-free access to pay-
roll experts. You can integrate pay-
roll data with QuickBooks®, Quick-
Books Online, Quicken® and
Microsoft® Money and never re-enter
it again; stay ahead of deadlines
with automatic e-mail reminders.
Your data is stored on secure
servers, so you can even do your
payroll from the road, home or
office.

For more information on PayCy-
cle, visit www.paycycle.com. 

Avoid Payroll Pitfalls: Four Tax Tips For Small Businesses 

You may be able to make life eas-
ier and avoid payroll pitfalls by
signing up for an easy and low-
cost online payroll solution.

(NAPSA)—You may be able to
cash in on one of the Internet’s
best-kept secrets. When you click
through to a retailer from sites
like Yahoo!, Amazon and AOL, the
retailer generally pays the site for
sending your business. There are
now sites that will share that com-
mission with you. 

According to The Wall Street
Journal, “Butterflymall.com,
which lists dozens of big-name
retailers, from the Gap to Target
to Barnes & Noble, usually offers
rebates of about four percent on
purchases.” After awhile, the
rebates can add up.

To get cash back from your
online purchases, visit Butterfly
mall.com, register for free, then
shop at your favorite stores. You
will earn up to 40 percent cash
back on every purchase from over
500 retail outlets. You are encour-
aged to use your online coupons for
added savings. And you can even
let the site know if you want other
stores to be added to the mall.

Cashback Marketplace
You will earn rebates in the

form of “Butterfly Dollars,” which
can be redeemed for cash or spent
on subsequent purchases. Not only
that, but consumers will actually
pay less for their purchases. 

For example, if you paid $100
for an item in a real store, you
would pay only $90 for the same
item at a retailer when you shop
at butterflymall.com (assuming a
10 percent rebate). 

The site is divided into two gen-
eral areas. The Business section

(click on “Business” tab) and the
Consumer section (click on “Con-
sumer” tab). 

To find affiliated merchants,
you can browse through the site’s
categories or search for merchants
by name or category. Once you find
a merchant you want to visit, click
on the merchant’s name or logo to
go to their site.

The Business section contains
merchants that offer products
and services for your business.
Categories include travel, office
supplies, computers, corporate
gifts, printing, promotions and
marketing. 

The Consumer section contains
merchants that sell products you
can buy for yourself or others.
Categories include apparel, books
and music, toys, electronics,
flowers and gifts.

For more information, visit
www.Butterflymall.com.

Cashing In On The Internet’s Best Kept Secret

The way you shop online could
earn you more rebates than you
might imagine.

(NAPSA)—Just because you’re
coughing and sneezing, it doesn’t
mean you have a cold. You may,
instead, be suffering from a reac-
tion to mold. Recent research sug-
gests breathing in mold, fungus
and bacteria can create sinus
havoc. In fact, more than 37 mil-
lion Americans suffer such a reac-
tion to dust, pollens and mold.
Fortunately, a new over-the-
counter nasal spray can kill the
mold, fungus and bacteria that
trigger sinus problems. Called
SinoFresh, it reduces fungus and
bacteria growth. You can learn
more at www.sinofresh.com or 1-
877-724-0587.

The MetLife Market Survey of
Assisted Living Costs 2003 found
that the average cost of an
assisted living facility in the U.S.
is $2,379 per month, or $28,548
per year. Medicare and Medicaid
do not cover the cost of ALFs, but
most long-term care insurance
policies do. Choosing An Assisted
Living Facility is one of a series of
“Since You Care” guides for care-
givers produced by the MetLife
Mature Market Institute in coop-
eration with the National Alliance
for Caregiving. Single copies are
available free to the public. Write
to the MetLife Mature Market
Institute, 57 Green Farms Road,

Westport, CT 06880, e-mail
maturemarketinstitute@metlife.
com or visit their Web site at
www.maturemarketinstitute.com.

According to the National Cal-
cium IQ Survey of 1,000 women
ages 30-60, sponsored by the
National Women’s Health Re-
source Center (NWHRC), more
than half of the women surveyed
(53 percent) don’t know how much
calcium they need and suspect
that they are not getting enough.
To underscore the importance of
exercise and calcium to prevent
osteoporosis, tennis legend Chris
Evert, winner of 18 Grand Slam
titles, is helping the NWHRC to
launch the Web site CalciumIQ.
com. Evert hopes that this online
calcium information resource will
inspire women to do more to pre-
vent osteoporosis.

***
An old man in love is like a
flower in winter.

—Portuguese proverb
***

***
Art is about making something
out of nothing and selling it.

—Frank Zappa
***

***
No man can think clearly when
his fists are clenched.

—George Jean Nathan
***

***
I don’t eat snails. I prefer fast
food.

—Strange de Jim
***




