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(NAPSA)—America’s borders
are safer thanks to new security
measures known as biometric
identifiers.

These methods of identifica-
tion—specifically, digital finger
scans and photographs—protect
the nation from criminals and ter-
rorists. They also protect visitors
by making it virtually impossible
for anyone to claim their travel
documents should they be stolen
or duplicated.

Since US-VISIT began, the use
of biometrics-based technology
has helped deny entry to more
than 880 known criminals and
visa violators.

On May 15, 2005, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection (CBP)
officers at Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport encountered a
Swiss national seeking admission.
A fingerprint check revealed he
was wanted by Interpol (Interna-
tional Criminal Police Organiza-
tion) for suspected pedophilia.

The same month, Immigration
and Customs Enforcement agents
at the land border of Lewiston,
N.Y. arrested David Kricheli, who
was wanted for murder in Ger-
many. Cross-referencing existing
US-VISIT f ingerprints  with
Interpol fingerprints revealed
that Michael Tonia, a Canadian
truck driver and frequent border
crosser, and Kricheli were the
same person.

On Sunday, Sept. 25, 2005,
CBP officers at California’s Otay
Mesa Port of Entry processed
an individual known as Hector
Manuel Lopez. Within three min-
utes, it was verified that he was
the subject of various warrants,
among them a homicide. The iden-
tification was made solely by
using biometrics. Lopez had at

least 22 aliases on his rap sheet
along with nine different dates of
birth.

The matching of finger scans
and biographic records has en-
abled State Department consular
officers around the world to deny
U.S. visas to more than 11,500
visa applicants.

A top priority for the U.S.
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, this program is now in place
at numerous air, sea and land
ports with international arrivals
and serves as the cornerstone of
the U.S. government’s emerging
vision for a 21st century immigra-
tion and border management sys-
tem. Entry procedures will be
deployed to the remaining land
border ports within the next few
months. To date, the program has
processed more than 40 million
international visitors. US-VISIT
demonstrates that America is a
welcoming nation by keeping its
doors open and secure. For more
information, visit the US-VISIT
Web site at www.dhs.gov/us-visit.
Content provided by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. 

New Program Protects America’s Hometowns 

The United States has denied
entry to more than 880 criminals
and immigration violators through
the use of biometrics—digital fin-
ger scans and photographs.

by Cheryl Cheek
(NAPSA)—New research can

help you avoid having dry, chapped
hands for the holidays.

Cold weather is hard on hands.
Fortunately, this holiday season
you can give your skin the gift of a
great holiday glow if you heed
these ten tips:

1. Even when it’s cold and
cloudy out, it’s a bright idea to use
sunscreen on all exposed skin. 

2. Gloves are not all you need.
Use a little hand cream before you
don them.

3. Moisturize from the inside
out. Drink plenty of water—and
keep alcohol intake low.

4. Good skin grows on a healthy
body. Eat a balanced diet and
exercise regularly.

5. Don’t smoke. In addition to all
the other reasons smoking is bad
for you, it can age skin prematurely.

6. Moisturize your hands after
you wash them—and when you
wash, use water that ’s luke-
warm, not hot, to preserve nat-
ural oils.

7. To nail down a long-lasting
manicure, moisturize your cuticles
daily.

8. See a dermatologist every
year.

9. If you spend a lot of time
in hot  dry,  indoor  a ir,  get  a
humidifier.

10. Consider a mineral-rich
product designed for active hands.
It’s not greasy or sticky and it’s

made with potassium, a natural
hydrator, and magnesium, a nat-
ural anti-allergen. A single pearl-
sized drop will treat both hands.

The hand cream makes a great
gift for yourself or someone you
care about. It’s rich in essential
oils and botanical extracts,
including extract of myrrh, a nat-
ural antiseptic. What’s more, it’s
from Awakening, a company
whose products are never tested
on animals.

Free Brochure
You can learn more from a free

brochure called The Benefits of
Mineral-Moisture Therapy about
minerals, moisture and your skin.
For a copy, see www.awakening
skincare.com or call 800-200-6546.

Give Your Hands That Holiday Glow

Frankly, you can be good as gold
when you give a gift of hand care
products made with myrrh.

(NAPSA)—When people buy a
home, they’re wise to draw the
line between jobs they can do
themselves and those better left to
the professional. For example, the
average do-it-yourselfer might feel
skilled enough to freshen up the
paint in a bedroom or install a
ceiling fan, but should know only
an electrician has the skills to
safely rewire the house and a
plumber should be called when
the drain won’t unclog.

Pest control is one of the jobs
better left to professionals. Most
homeowners simply aren’t equipped
to properly identify and treat pests
in the most efficient, least invasive
manner. Rather, do-it-yourself
treatments tend to be of the trial-
and-error variety, which can be
costly and time consuming, not to
mention dangerous when treat-
ments are overused, mixed or used
improperly.

That’s where professional pest
control operators step in. Pest con-
trol companies can help to rid
homes of infestations and help pre-
vent future problems. Pest profes-
sionals have specialized training in
pest biology and behavior that
enables them to identify and
responsibly treat pest problems
before they get out of control. Using
a process called Integrated Pest
Management, a pest control opera-
tor inspects the home, monitoring
both the pests and the conditions
that invited the problem and allow
the pest to exist. With this informa-
tion at hand, the technician is able
to precisely target the pests to con-
trol the infestation and attempt to
keep the pests from returning. 

“While there are steps you can
take to minimize pest threats in
and around your home, there are
limits to what you can accomplish
on your own,” said Cindy Mannes,

vice president of public affairs for
the National Pest Management
Association (NPMA), a nonprofit
organization comprised of pest
control companies. “To treat pests
correctly the first time, it’s best to
call a professional.”

NPMA offers these pest preven-
tion tips:

• Fix and seal any leaky fau-
cets. Pests need a water source to
survive.

• Keep food in tightly sealed
containers.

• Clean food crumbs from
countertops and vacuum floors
regularly.

• Wash dishes immediately
after eating.

• Empty garbage frequently
and consider using trash cans
with lids in the home.

• Call in a professional to con-
sult about and treat existing
pests.

To locate a professional pest
control company, visit NPMA’s
Web site at www.pestworld.org.

Leaving Pest Control To The Professionals

Pest Prevention Tips:
• Fix and seal leaky faucets. Pests need a 
water source to survive.
• Store leftovers in wrapped or sealed 
containers. Wipe the outside of storage 
containers to remove any sweet or sticky 
food residue.
• Vacuum floors regularly and clean 
crumbs from countertops, tables and other 
surfaces.
• Wash dishes immediately after eating.
• Keep all trash cans covered. Empty 
them frequently.
• Call in a professional to consult about 
and treat existing pests.
Source: National Pest Management Association

The Art Of Networking
Start Now, Not Later
(NAPSA)—If you plan to begin

the new year with a job search,
get ahead of the competition by
refreshing your network now. Net-
working is not about the size of
your network, but about quality
relationships. Genuine networks
stem from friendships or business
relationships, and holiday greet-
ings offer a perfect excuse to revi-
talize your network.

Getting the ball rolling, mak-
ing that initial call or sending the
first e-mail is often the most
intimidating step. If you don’t call
people, however, no one is going to
call you. Once you start, network-
ing can easily blend into your
daily life. Set aside a few minutes
every day to network and it will
pay off when you least expect.

One important thing to remem-
ber is to get to know people at all
levels of the business world. Keep
their contact information, includ-
ing personal information like
birthdays, in one central location.
An easy way to keep contacts cur-
rent is with Plaxo, a free service
that automatically updates con-
tact information to ensure that
people have access to their data
anywhere and at all times. For
more information, visit Plaxo.com.

Research has shown that as
careers progress, new jobs are
often referrals from acquain-
tances, friends, friends of friends,
or fellow alumni.

(NAPSA)—Many people are
putting meaning back into the
holiday season by choosing a gift
that makes the world a better
place. Go to www.animalgift.org
to make a donation in someone’s
name to help animals in need.

Has your medication expired?
According to a recent survey, only
31 percent of American adults
report cleaning out their medicine
cabinets annually. For more infor-
mation on how to maintain a
healthy medicine cabinet, visit
www.mymedcab.com.

The 2006 American Forest &
Paper Association (AF&PA) Recy-
cling Awards recognize outstand-
ing efforts to encourage and pro-
mote increased paper recovery.
Award winners receive a mone-
tary prize and original framed
artwork, and also gain local and
national media attention for
their programs. Visit www.paper
recycles.org for award applica-
tions and criteria and to learn
about the 2005 award-winning
programs.

A gift box of Florida citrus fruit
comes in a wide array of prices to
fit into any budget and provides
any recipient on your list with a
fresh, healthy alternative to holi-
day sweets while delivering a bun-
dle of essential nutrients. Florida
oranges, tangerines and grape-
fruit can be a tasty snack, a
healthy ingredient in holiday
dishes, or even a beautiful center-
piece. Start a tradition by ordering
a healthy “fruit of the month” sub-
scription at www.pickFLA.com, or
packaging your own health-

themed gift basket with a little
something for everyone. 

On the face of it, a holiday
watch collection by Swatch that
decks the halls with shine and
sparkle comes at just the right
time. The collection of six ex-
quisitely designed timepieces is
inspired by winter—crisp days,
starry nights and white Christ-
mases. To see them online, visit
www.swatch.com.

To help spread a heart-healthy
message, national retailer Perfu-
mania created the fragrance Red
Dress. One hundred percent of
net proceeds from the sale of the
fragrance will go to the American
Heart Association. Red Dress is
available at Perfumania stores or
at perfumania.com. 

Now is the time to give stu-
dents a clear vision for their
future. A comprehensive eye exam
may be one of the best ways to
boost your child’s opportunities in
the classroom. A health care dis-
count program called Health-
Saver offers discounts of up to 50
percent on vision care. Learn
more at www.healthsaver.com.

***
The hunger for love is much
more difficult to remove than
the hunger for bread. 

—Mother Teresa
***

***
Gravitation is not responsible
for people falling in love. 

—Albert Einstein
***

***
Love is a sweet tyranny, because
the lover endureth his torments
willingly. 

—Proverb
***

***
Absence diminishes small loves
and increases great ones, as the
wind blows out the candle and
fans the bonfire. 

—François Duc de La
Rochefoucauld

***




