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(NAPSA)—A growing number
of products are being created to
respond to the demands of envi-
ronmentally-conscious consumers,
as well as those who like styles
that blend the old and the new.

For example, hybrid—a term
often used to describe a type of car
designed to appeal to consumers
concerned about energy savings—is
now being used to describe a new
type of interior window shutter. 

The leader in window fash-
ions—Hunter Douglas—has intro-
duced what’s said to be the first-
ever hybrid shutter to appeal to
trend-conscious consumers of all
ages.

Combining the style of finely
painted wood with the strength
and straightness of advanced
materials, the shutters evoke qual-
ity at an economical price. 

Based on age-old craftsman-
ship techniques and infused with
forward-thinking design, New-
Style™ hybrid shutters boast
Truemill™ dovetail construction.
Dovetail construction has long
been considered by many to be the
best method on the market for
joining wood.

The shutters also have a micro-
smooth sophisticated satin finish
called Finetech™ that simulates
the look of a finely painted wood
shutter. They are available in var-
ious louver sizes—21⁄2 inches, 31⁄2
inches and 41⁄2 inches—to cover
small traditional windows as well
as large modern ones. 

The award-winning, exclusive
TruView™ rear tilt operating system,
originally created for Heritance®

hardwood shutters also from Hunter
Douglas, is offered on the NewStyle
collection as well. With TruView, the
operating system is barely visible
from the front and blends in per-
fectly on the back side of the shut-

ter for a sleek, contemporary design
and more expansive views.

NewStyle shutters come in a
choice of eight frame styles and
more than 250 configuration
options, including bay and corner
windows, French doors and perfect
and imperfect specialty shapes.

What’s more, the shutters are
available in six colors that follow
the latest trends, from Pure White,
to the golden yellow Buttercup, to
Gentle Taupe. In addition, there is
a choice of hinge finishes.

Ideal for those consumers who
need a custom product quickly at
an economical price, Express
NewStyle™ hybrid shutters come
in three of the NewStyle colors
and three frame types and can
accommodate openings as large as
8-feet wide and 8-feet high.

“Inspired design, choices to suit
any taste, a price point with wide
appeal—that’s NewStyle hybrid
shutters in a nutshell,” said Jim
Klawiter, Business Unit Manager
of the Hunter Douglas Custom
Shutter Division. 

For more information about
Hunter Douglas—a sponsor of
Habitat for Humanity—or the
hybrid shutters, call 1-800-274-
2985 or visit the Web site at
www.hunterdouglas.com.

Window Fashions Are Going Hybrid

New hybrid shutters pictured
above blend new technology with
traditional style.

(NAPSA)—Most people would
never consider installing a new
transmission in their car by them-
selves. They don’t have the time or
skills, so they hire a mechanic for
peace of mind. Many of today’s
investors take the same approach to
investing and get expert advice from
an experienced financial adviser. 

The 77 million Americans who
are preparing to enter retirement
want to ensure their savings won’t
run out. The average investor, how-
ever, doesn’t understand market
fluctuations or complex financial
products. Studies show that those
who seek the advice of a financial
adviser are more confident about
their financial futures—but how do
you find the right person for the
job? 

Step 1—Identify your needs.
Whether you need assistance with
retirement planning or saving for
your children’s education, you
should define your financial objec-
tives before you begin your search
for an adviser. 

Step 2—Ask friends, family
and co-workers to make recom-
mendations. Your financial ad-
viser should be someone you
trust—you’re putting your hard-
earned money in their hands.

Step 3—Interview at least
three advisers before making
the final selection. 

During the interview process,
there are many factors to consider.
Look for an adviser who has
extensive experience in multiple
areas, including investments,
insurance and retirement plan-
ning. You will also want to inquire
about the adviser’s licensing—he
or she should have a Series 6 or 7

registration in good standing. You
can check an adviser’s record by
contacting the National Associa-
tion of Securities Dealers (NASD)
at (800) 289-9999. 

Once you’ve confirmed that the
adviser has a good track record, it’s
time to delve deeper into his or her
personality. A good adviser will
consider all aspects of your finan-
cial situation and design a cus-
tomized plan to help you achieve
your goals. He or she will provide
the same level of service to all
clients, regardless of how much
they invest. It’s also critical that
your adviser’s “investment philoso-
phy” is consistent with your own.
For example, an adviser who
favors risky strategies is not a good
match for a conservative investor. 

If you’re ready to take control
of your financial future, the repre-
sentatives at National Planning
Corporation, Member NASD/SIPC
and a Registered Investment
Adviser, can help design a compre-
hensive solution to meet your
retirement needs. To find a repre-
sentative, call (888) 711-6721 ext.
7816, or visit www.natplan.com
and click on Investors.

Tips On Choosing A Financial Adviser

You may feel better about your
future once you put your finan-
cial plan into the capable hands
of a financial adviser.

✁

Fulfilling A Promise
(NAPSA)—Anyone who has

been stumped by finding a gift for
a loved one knows the frustration
of selecting the most appropriate
present. The old standbys certainly
stick around for good reason:
Chocolates and flowers express the
notion that at least some thought
has gone into the occasion, but dia-
monds remain the hallmark gift,
conveying the idea that love, like a
precious stone, lasts forever. 

Kraiko Diamonds, a Los An-
geles-based family business, has
released a signature line of dia-
mond jewelry intended to make
just such a lasting impression on
the recipient. Each piece in their
new Promise Collection features a
discreetly etched knot as a symbol
of eternal attachment. There are
more than 175 different styles
available in the collection. By visit-
ing www.kraikodiamonds.com, cus-
tomers can browse through their
entire selection of diamond ear-
rings, pendants, rings and other
gift ideas. 

Kraiko has also revolutionized
the diamond industry by offering
one of the most unique lifetime
upgrade guarantees. At any time, a
customer may trade in her Kraiko
diamond and receive credit for its
original purchase price to go
towards new jewelry. More informa-
tion on this guarantee and the loca-
tion of individual retailers can be
found at www.kraikodiamonds.com.

A knot—the symbol of eternal
promise—is etched discreetly
into each piece.

Editor’s Note: While this story is fine for Valentine’s
Day, it works well at any time of year.

(NAPSA)—After certifying the
per formance  o f  more  than
150,000,000 air conditioners, heat
pumps and other heating and cool-
ing components for homes and
businesses for nearly 50 years, the
Board of Directors of the Air-Con-
ditioning and Refrigeration Insti-
tute (ARI) has approved the
redesign of its product perfor-
mance certification seal. For more
information, visit the Web site at
www.ari.org/cert.

For optimal oral health, the
American Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry (AAPD) recommends
that dental visits begin with the
appearance of a baby’s first tooth
and no later than the child’s first
birthday. A study in Pediatric
Dentistry showed that children
with cavities were significantly
more likely to weigh less than 80
percent of their ideal body weight.
For more pediatric dental care
tips or to locate a pediatric dentist
in your area, visit www.aapd.org.

Swiffer the cleaning system
and supermodel Cindy Crawford
are conducting a nationwide
search to find Swiffer’s Amazing
Women of the Year. Beginning on
February 6, consumers can log 
on to swifferamazingwomenof
theyear.com and nominate them-
selves or another woman deserv-
ing of this honor. By honoring
these everyday women, the pro-
gram will recognize their amazing
contributions to society as well as
their secrets to success in balanc-
ing a healthy home and work life.

There are a number of choices
as well as factors that consumers
need to consider before buying life
insurance. To help, Answer Finan-
cial, Inc. offers ratings of a range
on insurance products online. To
learn more, visit www.answerfi
nancial.com.

Research by the Federal Trade
Commission indicates that identity
thefts are increasingly fueled by
customer information found in the
trash. One simple way for indepen-
dent merchants to rectify the trash
issue is to automate their point of
sale with software technology such
as that from Microsoft Corp. More
information on point-of-sale-spe-
cific technology can be found at
http://www.microsoft.com/pos.

Thanks to easy-to-follow steps
offered by a leading business site,
your home-based business will
have a much better chance to suc-
ceed. Helpful advice like planning
ahead, organizing time and space,
advertising and figuring out tax
laws in advance will help you stay
on the right track. To learn more,
visit AllBusiness.com.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those who want to buy unim-
proved parcels of land. Using a
Web site, one company has devel-
oped an innovative way to match
buyers with property that fits
their needs—ranging from a first-
time buyer to the experienced
land purchaser.

Since 1990, a company called
LandAuction.com has specialized
in the auctioning of unimproved
land. This company has created a
specialized niche in the market
and has been described as a
leader in the industry of auction-
ing raw land all across North
America. 

The company has developed a
reputation for finding property
that matches the individual
buyer’s needs, and is said to have
established a solid, credible track
record in the marketplace.

At the same time, the auction
process offers buyers the comfort
of knowing that they are buying
property at a price determined by
the market. 

Here’s how the process works.
Visitors to the Web site can click
on the calendar page to learn
when and where a land auction
will be held. Auctions are held
throughout the country in some of
the fastest-growing areas of the
U.S. at various convention centers
and hotels.

Visitors to the site can then
view the list of properties that
will be available at the auction.
Each property has a brief
description and links to pages
where buyers can see maps,
aerial photos and any legal docu-

ments available for that property. 
Once a potential buyer has

identified a property he or she
wants to purchase, the Web site
suggests that the buyer contact a
county planning department,
speak with local realtors, read
through area real estate ads and
decide how much the property is
worth. That way, at the auction,
buyers can set the price for the
properties they want and bid
accordingly. Buyers are urged to
decide on a maximum bid before
they go into the auction. 

Prospective buyers are encour-
aged to inspect a property before
they buy. Walking the property,
asking local developers pertinent
questions, and meeting with bro-
kers and bankers in the area are
all steps they can take.  

The company offers financing
for any purchase over $1,000. 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.landauction.com.

A Sophisticated Way To Buy Undeveloped Land

The auction process offers buy-
ers the comfort of knowing that
they are buying property at a
price determined by the market.A group of turtles is known as

a bale.

There are about 180,000,000
licensed drivers in the U.S.




