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(NAPSA)—If you’re looking
for a way to immediately in -
crease the size of your estate,
grow your money tax-deferred,
pass wealth to your heirs tax-
free, and have funds available in
case of a health emergency, then
look no further than single pre-
mium life insurance.

Single premium life (SPL) is life
insurance in which an initial lump-
sum payment is paid into the pol-
icy in return for a death benefit
that is guaranteed to remain paid-
up until you die, unless you have
unpaid policy loans. 

While the tax-free death bene-
fits provided by SPL plans com-
pete very favorably with certifi-
cates of deposit and fixed and
equity annuities, said Mutual of
Omaha Vice President Andy
Hutchison, life insurance is the
only financial vehicle that pro-
vides tax-deferred growth and tax-
free disbursement at death.

Maximize Your Legacy
Of course, the more you ini-

tially pay in premium to your pol-
icy, the greater your death benefit
will be . . . and the greater will be
your estate available to your
heirs.

With SPL, Hutchison said, a
lump-sum premium payment will
typically immediately secure a
significant amount in coverage.
Plus, an SPL policy can increase
significantly over time and pro-
vide tax-deferred benefits.

Unexpected Expenses
While the death benefit pro-

vides an efficient means for you to
provide for your dependents, you
also need to consider unexpected

expenses that can crop up as you
grow older. Some SPL plans offer
an accelerated death benefit for
terminal and chronic illnesses and
a liquidity rider so you can take
money out at no charge if needed
for certain circumstances. 

For example, Mutual of
Omaha’s SPL plan will provide 50
percent of the death benefit when
your life expectancy is less than
12 months. The remaining death
benefit will be payable to your
beneficiaries upon your death. In
case of a chronic illness, up to 80
percent of the face amount of the
policy is available to you as a
lump-sum payment.  

Ideal for You?
If you have a lump-sum of cash

and you want guaranteed life
insurance protection for your fam-
ily, plus tax-free growth and a
source for funds in case of an
emergency, then single premium
life insurance may be the ideal
product for you. 

For more information, visit
www.mutualofomaha.com.

Pass Tax-Free Wealth To Your Heirs
With Single Premium Life

Single premium life insurance
can immediately boost the size of
your estate.

(NAPSA)—If you or someone
you care about is ever one of the
estimated 25 million Americans
with a rare disease, there could be
good news. Legislation known as
the Orphan Drug Act (ODA), now
celebrating its 25th anniversary,
has successfully spurred innova-
tion and encouraged companies to
produce the medicines needed to
treat these rare conditions.

Consider the case of Judy
Phelps. Now 50, she once doubted
that she would ever have the typi-
cal, busy but happy life that she
leads today with her husband and
four young children. 

Throughout most of her adult
life, Phelps endured countless hos-
pital visits, underwent 13 abdomi-
nal surgeries and remained para-
lyzed for six weeks before
physicians finally diagnosed her
condition as acute porphyria, solv-
ing a nearly two-decade-old med-
ical mystery. 

The acute porphyrias are a

group of genetic disorders associ-
ated with enzyme deficiencies
affecting heme production—the
component of hemoglobin that car-
ries oxygen throughout the body.
Depletion of the heme pool caused
by certain triggers in individuals
with an enzyme deficiency results
in an overproduction of porphyrins
and their precursors. A buildup of
these chemicals in vital organs can
cause acute, sometimes life-threat-
ening attacks. 

This group of diseases is fre-
quently overlooked or misdiag-
nosed because porphyria can pre-
sent with wide-ranging symptoms
that mimic other conditions.
Symptoms may include abdomi-
nal pain, muscle weakness, vom-
iting, seizures and potential men-
tal impairment. Left untreated, it
can result in permanent neurolog-
ical damage. 

Some historians have specu-
lated that members of the British
royal family suffered from this

hereditary disease, including Mary
Queen of Scots, who passed it on to
her son, King James I of England.
George III had a particularly
severe form of porphyria, which is
thought to have affected his ability
to make sound judgments, which
in turn could have helped trigger
the American Revolution. Other
affected royals included Queen
Anne of Great Britain; George IV
of Great Britain—son of George
III; and George IV’s daughter,
Princess Charlotte. 

There is hope today for
patients thanks to a simple urine
test and Panhematin® (hemin for
injection), the first drug approved
under the ODA as a treatment for
the acute porphyrias. Thanks to a
proper diagnosis and treatment,
Phelps says her porphyric attacks
are under control and she is lead-
ing a normal life. 

For more information about
porphyrias, visit www.porphyria
foundation.com.

Orphan Drugs Give Patients With Rare Illnesses New Hope

Note to Editors: Panhematin® (hemin for injection) should only be used by physicians experienced in the management of
porphyrias in hospitals where the recommended clinical and laboratory diagnostic and monitoring techniques are avail-
able. Panhematin therapy should be considered after an appropriate period of alternate therapy (i.e., 400 g glucose/day for
1 to 2 days). Panhematin (hemin for injection) is indicated for the amelioration of recurrent attacks of acute intermittent
porphyria temporally related to the menstrual cycle in susceptible women. Manifestations such as pain, hypertension, tachy-
cardia, abnormal mental status and mild to progressive neurologic signs may be controlled in selected patients with por-
phyria. Panhematin is not indicated in porphyria cutanea tarda. Panhematin is made from human blood and therefore
may contain infectious agents, such as viruses, that can cause disease, including the Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. Drugs such
as estrogens, barbituric acid derivatives, steroid metabolites, and anticoagulants should be avoided during Panhematin
therapy. Because phlebitis has been reported after administration of Panhematin through small arm veins, a large arm vein
or a central venous catheter should be utilized for administration. Please see full prescribing information and boxed warn-
ing at www.ovationpharma.com.

�

by Jim Barbaresso
(NAPSA)—Traffic tie-ups and

fender benders may one day be a
thing of the past thanks to Intelli-
gent Transportation Systems. 

ITS is intended to make us a
more mobile nation and a safer
one. Like the creation of our Inter-
state Highway System more than
50 years ago, ITS will have a dra-
matic impact on our country’s
transportation challenges and
opportunities.

Today, traffic con-
gestion and highway
safety are serious
problems that affect
our quality of life and
our economy. The
average motorist
spends nearly a
week stuck in traf-
fic each year. That’s
time that could be

spent with family and friends or
being more productive at work.
More than 42,000 people are
killed in traffic accidents and
hundreds of thousands more are
injured each year. The impacts
on our society are staggering.

In the future, cars will be
equipped with all kinds of ad -
vanced sensors, computer proces-
sors, on-board displays and com-
munications systems. In essence,
the car will become part of an
integrated network of connected
vehicles and roadways.

Features we might expect:
• Cars that warn drivers about

unsafe conditions, imminent colli-
sions and excessive curve speeds.

• Dashboard screens with pre-
loaded debit cards to pay tolls
electronically, order meals at the
next restaurant or download a
movie for the kids to watch in the
backseat.

• Vibrating seats alerting you
that you’re veering onto the shoul-
der or falling asleep.

Imagine approaching an inter-
section and getting a warning
when someone is about to run a
red light. Or if there is an accident
up ahead, getting real-time infor-
mation alerting you to the inci-
dent and providing alternate
routes.

This technology is being devel-
oped and tested across the coun-
try, in places like California,
Florida, New York, Michigan and
a number of other states. 

Some advanced applications,
such as navigation systems, lane
departure warnings and backup
cameras, are already deployed on
higher-end automobiles. Within
the next decade, these technolo-
gies and others will be installed in
most vehicles.

Unfortunately, this timeline
could be lengthened by rising fuel
costs. Most of the revenue for
transportation improvements
comes from the gas tax. As fuel con-
sumption de creases, revenue for
roads also decreases. 

Yet  the adoption of  these
technologies will  allow us to
move away from reliance on the
gas tax and toward a more equi-
table mileage-based user fee.
Ult imately,  this  can help us
restore our economy and global
competitiveness. 

In the next federal highway
funding bill, due in 2009, we must
look at ways to reinvent how we
fund and deliver transportation
projects and services. ITS cer-
tainly can be part of the solution.

Jim Barbaresso is national
director of intelligent transporta-
tion systems for HNTB Corpora-
tion, which works with many state
departments of transportation as
well as the USDOT to design,
develop and deploy technology to
reduce congestion and improve
safety on America’s roads, bridges,
tunnels and highways.

Cars Of The Future: What To Expect

Jim
Barbaresso

(NAPSA)—One of the biggest
problems small businesses have is
making sure their online site is
meeting their needs. Research
shows that among the key chal-
lenges identified by small and
medium-sized businesses were the
lack of time to regularly update
their site content, a need to
redesign their site and a lack of
traffic to their Web site. One sur-
vey confirmed that less than half
of companies approached said that
they were actively marketing
their site, although more than
two-thirds indicated they want to
use their site to market their busi-
ness and increase new customers
and sales.

The good news is that there are
now a number of tools that can
take the headache out of develop-
ing a site and keeping it current.
According to Ken Maier, of the
Web-hosting company Verio, “With
Verio’s Do-It-For-Me Web site
design and Do-It-Yourself tools,
businesses can choose to have pro-
fessionals affordably develop a
site to meet specific business
needs or customize a Web site on
their own to help reach new cus-
tomers online.”

Do It Yourself Tools
For those companies that want

to do it themselves, Verio’s

EasySite Web site builder can
make Web design quick and easy.
Just follow the simple steps to cre-
ate your own site and publish it
on the Internet in just a few min-

utes. You can create well-designed
home pages with standard fea-
tures, photo albums, a Flash intro
movie, feedback forms and more.

Do It For Me
Businesses can leave the

design, creation and ongoing
maintenance and updates of their
site to experienced professionals at
Verio. Customers engage in a per-
sonal interview and needs assess-
ment to ensure the site meets
their business requirements and
can expect to have their new site
ready in a matter of days to help
their business get up and running
quickly. Site updates and mainte-
nance are included, and Verio
offers an all-in-one solution that
not only handles the creation of a
customer’s site, but the marketing
and promotion of it as well.

To learn more, visit www.
verio.com/online-marketing.

Can They Find Your Small Business Online?

There are a number of tools
that can take the headache

out of developing a Web site
and keeping it current.

***
Every garden is a chore some-
times, but no real garden is
nothing but a chore.

—Nancy Grasby
***

***
Gardens cannot be considered
in detachment from the people
who made them.

—Derek Clifford
***

***
The best thing that can come
out of a garden are gifts for
other people.

—Jamie Jobb
***

***
A garden is a grand teacher. It
teaches patience and careful
watchfulness; it teaches indus-
try and thrift; above all it
teaches entire trust.

—Gertrude Jekyll
***




