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(NAPSA)—Redecorating a
home can be an exciting process
for many homeowners. However,
many dread the process of getting
started when they first have to
remove old wallpaper. Fortunately
there is a simple solution: a wall-
paper steamer.

Wallpaper steamers can be as
easy to use as an iron or garment
steamer, and they allow smart do-
it-yourselfers to quickly remove
old wallpaper and begin decorat-
ing the room of their dreams. Sim-
ply fill the wallpaper steamer
with tap water, plug in and steam
away. No buckets, brushes, rollers
or mixing needed.

Compared to chemical wallpa-
per removal products, wallpaper
steamers are faster, safer and
more effective on all types of wall-
paper, including vinyl, painted
wallpaper and multiple layers.

Wallpaper steamers require
about 20 minutes to warm up
each time the tank is refilled (gen-
erally, two tankfuls will do a 10’ x
12’ room). During warm-up time,
the user can prepare the walls by
using the edge of a scraper or run-
ning a special wallpaper “scoring
tool” over the wall to create perfo-
rations in the paper. This will
allow the steam to penetrate the
vinyl or multiple layer wallpaper.
Scoring tools and scrapers are
sold at home improvement, hard-
ware and paint stores.

Once the steamer is warmed
up, the steamplate is held over a
section of wallpaper for about 15
seconds. When the wallpaper is
damp, the user scrapes off the
paper with one hand, while the
other hand works ahead with the
lightweight steamplate to soak

the next section of paper—a con-
tinual process. Since there is no
need to coat the wall with chemi-
cal solutions, which can be runny
or drippy, the workspace is left
clean.

Wagner Spray Tech offers its
Model 705 Power Steamer for
around $49. It comes with an 8” x
11” steamplate and 11’ of hose.
When compared to other wallpa-
per stripping alternatives, the
Power Steamer is very economi-
cal. If the leading chemical strip-
per is used to remove wallpaper
from a 10’ x 12’ room, the gel and
required equipment will retail for
$28 to $32. If a power steamer is
rented, the daily rental rate will
be $20 to $25 and the unit will,
most likely, be heavy and difficult
to maneuver. 

The Wagner Power Steamer
provides fast, chemical-free wall-
paper removal in a lightweight,
portable unit that can be used
over and over again. For more
information on Wagner Spray
Tech’s power steamer products,
call 1-800-727-4023 or visit the
Web site at www.wagnerspray
tech.com.

Tips For Removing Wallpaper,The First Time

A steamer can help homeowners
remove wallpaper quickly and
easily.

Getting Around
(NAPSA)—Staying active is

important at any age. For seniors,
it can be a key to good physical
and mental health. Not only that,
the ability to stay mobile helps
you stay connected to family and
friends and to continue to enjoy
your favorite activities. 

Mobility assistance devices
such as a cane or a rolling walker
with a seat can give you the confi-
dence and support you need to
stay active. Now, a state-of-the-art
rolling walker is available. It
comes with easy-to-use hand-
brakes, a padded seat with a
backrest so you can stop and rest
along the way, and a detachable
nylon basket. The eight-inch
wheels provide stability and let
you navigate any type of terrain.
Called Hugo, it weighs only 16.5
pounds and is easy to fold and
store in a car trunk or closet.
Available at Wal*Mart and Wal-
Mart.com, the HUGO may also be
Medicare reimbursable. For more
information, go to www.hugoany-
where.com.

The world you love can be within
your reach.

(NAPSA)—For many people,
the trick to making Halloween a
treat is to have a spook-tacular
time getting into the Halloween
spirit of things.

The present-day celebration of
Halloween actually began more
than 2,000 years ago with the
Celtic festival of Samhain. The
Celts’ year started on what is now
November 1, so the evening before
was used to mark the beginning of
the season of cold, darkness and
decay. This “festival” honored
Samhain, the Celtic god of death.

In England and Ireland, where
the Celts lived, people would
carve out beets, potatoes and
turnips, using the shells as
lanterns to find their way on Hal-
loween night. Once the custom
reached America, pumpkins were
used. From this point the pump-
kins are referred to as jack-o’-lan-
terns—named after a legendary
figure Jack who, unable to enter
heaven or hell, was doomed to
walk the Earth with his lantern.

Today, jack-o-lanterns are
used mainly as decorations and
come in all shapes and sizes.
Spencer Gifts, for example, has a

unique collection of scary pump-
kins with varied frightening
faces, complete with glowing red
or green eyes.

Black cats became associated
with Halloween because of their
reputation as “familiars,” the
supernatural spirit agents of a
witch or sorcerer. Interestingly,
despite the fact that Americans
consider black cats bad luck,
much of the rest of the world
views the creatures as bringers of
good fortune.

Now people can find a feline to
scare the good and bad alike with
Fraidy Cat from Spencer Gifts.
With every Halloween passerby,
this motion-activated kitty roars
to life as it arches its back,
swivels its head and stares out
with gleaming eyes. The World’s
Headquarters for Halloween also
offers a unique selection of cos-
tumes, masks and makeup to
help prepare for the ultimate
fright night. To learn more, visit
www.spencergifts.com or call 1-
866-469-2259.

A Host Of Historical Horrors For Halloween

(NAPSA)—Even after its first
appearance more than 70 years
ago, people still flip over pinball.
And whether they “play by intu-
ition” or “play by sense of smell,”
like the pinball wizard immortal-
ized by The Who in Tommy, the
latest generation of fans can enjoy
the classic elements of the game
either in the arcade or at home. 

Then
• Pinball machines appeared

in the early 1930s as countertop
machines without legs; the two
most popular games were “Bingo”
made by the Bingo Novelty Com-
pany and “Bally Hoo” made by the
Bally Corporation. 

• “Bally Hoo” was the first
coin-operated pinball game. How-
ever, the term “pinball” was not
used until 1936. 

• The tilt mechanism was one
of the first additions to pinball
games, invented in 1934 as an
answer to the problem of players
lifting and shaking the machines. 

• The pinball bumper was
invented in 1937. 

• One of the darkest days in
pinball history came on January
21, 1942: Pinball was banned in
New York City because it was
viewed as a game of luck—making
it a form of gambling—instead of
a game of skill. Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia smashed a number of
machines in front of a largely sup-
portive crowd. The ban lasted
until 1976. 

• The flipper was invented in
1947 and introduced in a pinball
game called “Humpty Dumpty.” 

• Early pinball machines used
separate lights to show the scores.
By the late 1950s, a digital scor-

ing system was invented. 
Now
Pinball has come a long way in

the last 20 years or so, particu-
larly in complexity. Today, pinball
games are available for PCs, home
video game systems and portable
hand-held systems, such as Game
Boy Advance from Nintendo.

For example, one new game—
Pokémon Pinball: Ruby & Sapphire
—offers the Game Boy Advance
player a fast-paced game combined
with an ever-changing pinball
board. Both fun and complex, the
game combines fast flipper action
with a unique way to catch your
favorite Pokémon characters. This
game allows players to enjoy the
latest version of the game of skill
that has captivated players for
nearly 80 years—pinball.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.nintendo.com and
www.pokemon-games.com.

The Lure And Lore Of Pinball—Yesterday and Today

A recent milestone in the devel-
opment of the game of pinball
is the populari ty of  pinbal l
simulat ions on video game
systems.

(NAPSA)—Stainmaster carpet
featuring uniquely soft Tactesse
fiber is an ideal floorcovering to
soften your gathering spaces, and
offers more than 300 styles and a
range of lusters to make a design
impact in any room of your home.
Known for unparalleled soil and
stain resistance, it pushes dirt
and spills away from the carpet
fiber, easing the cleanup process
and leaving you more time for
family and friends. While the
most important element of a com-
fortable house is friends and fam-
ily, Stainmaster carpet with
Tactesse fiber is a close second.
For more information, call 1-800-
4-DUPONT or visit www.stain
master.com.

Successful business owners
are constantly out speaking with
customers, clients and vendors.
Even when business is slow, they
are checking on the competition
by shopping and surfing Web
sites. They may assign someone
on their staff to visit competitors’
Web sites at least once a week. (If
you don’t have a high-speed
Internet connection, it’s time to

order one. You can’t waste time
and money using a dial-up con-
nection at work.) If customers
can’t reach you day or night, or
access a Web site from anywhere,
marketing dollars and efforts are
wasted. Be prepared for new
orders by adding a toll-free num-
ber. Print the toll-free number on
all your new marketing materials.
Consider working with a rep-
utable company like Sprint, an
integrated  communicat i ons
provider that offers local (where
available), long distance, wireless
and Internet services.

***
It is the heart always that sees,
before the head can see.

—Thomas Carlyle
***

***
For us, there is only the trying.
The rest is not our business.

—T.S. Eliot
***

***
Try to reason about love and
you will lose your reason.

—French proverb
***




