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(NAPSA)—“S’now foolin’”: Winter is 
coming. That means now’s a good time 
to book your ski vacation.

If you wait until the first snowfall, 
advise the experts at the world’s lead-
ing online vacation rental marketplace, 
HomeAway vacation rental pickings will 
be slim. 

Vacation rentals are especially pop-
ular in mountain destinations, and ski 
season bookings spike in the fall. “Vaca-
tion homes that can sleep large groups 
go first,” explains HomeAway’s travel 
expert Melanie Fish. “If you’re traveling 
with a smaller group, there is more flexi-
bility, but don’t wait too long to find that 
perfect ski-in/ski-out. By mid-Novem-
ber, half of the mountain homes rented 
on our site are already booked.” 

Here are five reasons to book a vaca-
tion rental this winter: 

1.	Better value. The average vaca-
tion rental runs 1,850 square feet while 
the average hotel room is 325 square 
feet. For those keeping track at home, 
that’s more than five times the space 
of a hotel room. You can expect to get 
twice the space at half the cost per per-
son when you rent a vacation home in-
stead of a hotel room. Furthermore, ex-
tra space means room for your skis and 
snow gear. 

2.	Access to amenities that you don’t 
have to share with anyone. Perhaps one 
of the most overlooked perks of a vaca-
tion rental is that you often get the ame-
nities and perks of some of the best hotels 
but without having to share them with 
anyone else. This can include anything 
from a hot tub to an outdoor fireplace. 
You don’t have to reserve it, pay extra or 
visit only during certain hours. 

3.	Unique accommodations. A 
standout of vacation rental travel is that 
it provides authentic experiences you 
can’t have just anywhere. Each rental 
comes with its own unique qualities. 

Want a bunk room for the kids? Or a 
ski-in/ski-out on your favorite run? 
HomeAway has filters that can help you 
find the right match according to where 
you’re going, when you’re going, how 
many people you’re traveling with and 
what extras you want, such as a fire-
place or hot tub. Each vacation rental is 
plotted on a map, so you can see exactly 
where you’re staying.

4.	Home cooking. A vacation rental 
is a home away from home and that can 
include home cooking. Most vacation 
rentals come with full kitchens, which 
can mean big savings, especially on a 
ski vacation. Cooking breakfast before 
heading out and packing a lunch for the 
mountain make it easier to enjoy that 
après-ski treat at a mountain restaurant.

5.	Privacy. This comes in handy, es-
pecially during peak travel season. It’s 
your vacation, why share it?

Basically, the further out you book, 
the more options you’ll have and the 
greater chance that everyone in your 
group will get the accommodations and 
experience they want. 

Learn More
For more information or to view avail-

able rentals, visit www.HomeAway.com/
skiseason.

Book Your Ski Trip Rental Now  

Here’s a cool idea: Plan your ski va-
cation before the cold sets in and 
you’re less likely to get frozen out of 
choice accommodations.

(NAPSA)—Each year, Medicare 
Open Enrollment begins on October 15 
and ends on December 7. It’s an import-
ant opportunity for eligible individuals 
to select a Medicare plan that best meets 
their current and potential health needs, 
and also offers crucial protection for un-
expected costs. 

Although it’s been 10 years since the 
worst financial crisis since the Great De-
pression hit the U.S., most middle-in-
come boomers say they still don’t feel 
their finances have fully recovered. Ac-
cording to a recent study from the Bank-
ers Life Center for a Secure Retirement, 
today, only 57 percent of middle-income 
boomers feel confident meeting their 
daily financial obligations, down from 
65 percent before the crisis. Along with 
their smaller savings accounts, concerns 
about rising health care costs as they age 
could be feeding boomers’ lack of confi-
dence in their financial futures. 

Today, boomers expect to carry more 
debt into retirement; only 34 percent ex-
pect to retire debt-free. One of the main 
drivers of debt for this demographic is the 
nationwide increase in health care costs. 
Boomers—an estimated 74.9 million 
Americans aged 53 to 71 in 2017—will 
likely live to around age 85, on average, 
according to the Social Security Admin-
istration, and unexpected health issues 
associated with age can drain savings and 
increase the risk of added debt.

During Medicare Open Enrollment, 
middle-income boomers can identify 
health care savings opportunities and 
prepare for unexpected costs related 
to illness or injury, with the goal of 
achieving a more personally satisfying 
retirement. 

Here are four tips to consider as you 
plan for Medicare Open Enrollment: 

1.	Create a monthly budget to assist 
in managing your debt. Boomers are 
realizing they will not be as financially 
independent in retirement as they once 
expected. Examine your monthly finan-
cial obligations and create an achievable 
budget to manage your income and pay 
down debt. 

2.	Determine which Medicare cov-
erage plan is right for you. Health 
needs vary by individual. Evaluate your 

personal health needs and research each 
plan to determine the right amount of 
coverage. For example, Original Medi-
care supplies beneficiaries with Parts 
A (hospital insurance) and B (medical 
insurance). However, some people may 
need more coverage. Medicare supple-
ment plans are sold by private compa-
nies and can help pay some of the health 
care costs that Original Medicare doesn’t 
cover, such as co-payments, co-insur-
ance and deductibles. Medicare Part C, 
or Medicare Advantage, is an alternative 
to Original Medicare offered by private 
insurers, and provides Medicare Parts A 
and B, plus additional coverage to pro-
tect you against health care related debt. 
Knowing your options will help you 
choose the plan that’s right for you. 

3.	Create a plan for monthly health 
care payments. Estimate what your fi-
nancial responsibility is under Medicare 
including premiums, co-pays, deduct-
ibles, and uncovered expenses like long-
term care. Earmark a portion of your re-
tirement savings and income to address 
these out-of-pocket costs. 

4.	Seek help. Navigating Medicare 
Open Enrollment can be difficult but you 
don’t have to do it alone. Consult a trusted 
financial adviser for guidance on which 
plan is right for your needs and where you 
can identify savings opportunities. 

Free Booklet
To download a free booklet on Top 

Tips for Retirees, including Reducing Debt 
in Retirement, Managing Prescription 
Drug Costs, Selecting a Long-Term Care 
Plan, and more, visit www.BankersLife.
com/TopTips6.

Medicare Open Enrollment 
Means More To Boomers Than Ever 

Planning for your retirement should 
include taking medical costs into 
account. A professional financial ad-
viser can help.




