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(NAPSA)—Underwriters Labo-
ratories Inc. (UL), in cooperation
with the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), is working for
a safer world by reminding chil-
dren and adults that toys can pose
certain safety risks.

According to the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), more than 191,000 chil-
dren were treated in hospital
emergency rooms for toy-related
injuries in 2000 alone, including
70,000 toy-related injuries to chil-
dren under the age of five. To play
it safe all year long, the safety
professionals at UL and the NFPA
offer the following precautions:

• When shopping for toys,
especially electrical toys, look for
markings that indicate the prod-
uct has been tested for safety by
an independent, third-party prod-
uct safety and certification organi-
zation, such as UL. If you spot a
UL mark on a toy, it means that
samples of that toy have been
tested, (dropped, pulled, tugged
at, and generally torn apart) by
UL engineering staff and found to
comply with appropriate safety
requirements.

• Pay close attention to the
recommended age designation
marked on the toy or its packag-
ing. Always make sure the child’s
age matches or exceeds the man-
ufacturer ’s recommended age
specification.

• Before children play with a
new toy, read the manufacturer ’s
use and care booklet. Make sure
you and your children understand
the proper way to play with the
toy.

• Immediately discard plastic
packaging and gift-wrapping—
these materials can pose a suffo-
cation hazard.

• Initially and periodically
inspect toys for cracks, breaks,
ripped seams, etc. Parts from
damaged toys can break off and
become a choking hazard. Sharp
edges can cause serious cuts.

• If a toy requires assembly,
make sure a responsible adult
assembles the product by com-
pletely following the manufac-
turer’s instructions.

• Keep deflated and broken
balloons away from small chil-
dren. Infants and toddlers can
easily get them caught in their
throats and suffocate.

• Electric toys can become a
shock hazard if they’re misused.
Remember, water and electricity
never mix.

• Be alert. Watch television
newscasts and scan newspapers
and consumer magazines for
information on toy or other house-
hold product recalls. Whenever
possible, complete and return
product warranty and registration
forms to the manufacturer. If a
product is recalled, the manufac-
turer can use these forms to con-
tact you directly.

For additional safety informa-
tion, visit UL’s Web site at
www.ul.com/consumers or the
NFPA’s Web site at www.nfpa.org.

• UL is an independent, not-
for-profit product testing and cer-
tification organization that has
evaluated products, materials and
systems for more than a century.
UL’s expertise in the toy testing
area stems from its more than 50
years of testing electrically oper-
ated toys. The National Fire Pro-
tection Association has been a
worldwide leader in providing
fire, electrical, and life safety to
the public since 1896. The mission
of the international nonprofit
organization is to reduce the
worldwide burden of fire and
other hazards on the quality of life
by developing and advocating sci-
entifically-based consensus codes
and standards, research, training
and education.

Don’t Toy With Safety
UL, NFPA Urge Consumers To “Play It Safe”With Toys

A Guide To The Wild Side
(NAPSA)—Many families look-

ing for fun, affordable and unique
things to do and see around
Orlando, Florida say Seminole
County is the “natural” place to
play and stay.

For adventures in a real
Florida setting, consider these
hidden treasures:

Natural Adventure—Whether
it’s fishing, canoeing, an airboat
adventure or a romantic dinner
cruise, Seminole County offers
water activities for all interests
and budgets.

Affordable Accommodations
—Check-in to a brand-new luxury
hotel or an historic B&B. Rates
average a third less than else-
where in Central Florida and
parking is free.

For the History Buff—Stroll
historic Sanford, Longwood and
Oviedo, visiting museums and
antique shops. See “The Senator,”
the world’s oldest and largest bald
cypress tree, more than 138 feet
high and 17 feet around.

Tee It Up—at any of 13 courses
in one of the best golfing destina-
tions in the world.

For more information and a
free Visitor Guide, call toll free
800-800-7832 or go “site-seeing” at
www.mr.visitseminole.com.

Wandering the waterways of
Central Florida is just one fun
way to enjoy the region.

(NAPSA)—If you have ever
wondered what happened to your
high school crush or the friend
who always got caught passing
you notes in math, the World
Wide Web may be able to help.

One personal networking site
has more than 25 million mem-
bers—making it easier to find old
friends, or for your friends to find
you. Classmates boasts the world’s
largest education directory with
over 190,000 schools from kinder-
garten through college, and the
largest non-governmental listing
of military personnel with over
33,000 organizations worldwide.

Simply seeing the names of
classmates and friends once so
familiar in your everyday life can
create an enormous sense of nos-
talgia. Now the Internet can
transport you back to the days
when your prom date and gradua-
tion were the most important
things on your mind.

Classmates also offers the abil-
ity to become acquainted with
people you might never have
known—in some cases, even lost
family members. 

For example, John Roberts
communicated with his daughter,
Kirsten Miller, for the first time
ever through Classmates. Kirsten
had been adopted at birth and
never knew her biological par-
ents. Since the first e-mail,
they’ve met in person and have
created a strong father-daughter
relationship.

Their story is only one in a
massive compilation of connec-
tions and reunions made possible
by Classmates. 

Before the widespread use of
the Internet, connecting with
friends you had not seen in years
was often extremely expensive
and time consuming. 

The site takes the guessing
game out of the search by listing

people under their graduation
year and maiden name. The ser-
vice is adding 80,000 members per
day, making it likely you’ll create
a connection.

“The Internet is perfectly
suited for personal networking
because it allows people to connect
with anyone, anywhere at any-
time,” said Wendy Dickerman,
Classmates’ Director of Member
Care. “The community offers a
safe and simple way to connect
and stay connected with friends
and family.”

Classmates also offers a
reunion center which allows a
class to organize and manage a
reunion entirely online. The cen-
ter provides the opportunity to
reconnect before the actual
reunion, helping reduce the anxi-
ety and stress often associated
with this event.

The site will soon launch a
workplace directory, allowing you
to connect with coworkers and
friends from previous jobs. 

With many people holding
seven to 10 jobs in their lifetime,
this service may dramatically
increase the opportunity for
coworkers to network and share
career advice and opportunities.

So, whether you’re looking for
the girl next door, the captain of the
varsity football team or your boot
camp buddy, check out the World
Wide Web or www.classmates.com
and see what kind of connections it
can create for you.  

Clicking To Find Classmates And Friends

Finding old friends online is
easier than ever with a personal
networking site.

(NAPSA)—At this moment, all
over America, nearly 80,000 people
are awaiting an organ transplant.
Every day, about 16 of them will die
because not enough organs are
available to meet the need.

Approximately 30,000 people
are diagnosed with leukemia or
other blood diseases—potentially
treatable with marrow cell trans-
plants. Yet, just one in three will
find a donor match within their
family. 

And although 60 percent of
Americans are eligible to give
blood, only five percent actually
donate.

You can help. The need for
many types of life-saving dona-
tions, such as blood, tissue and
organs, is great. Your donation
can help save a life.

National Donor Day helps
address the urgent need for life-
saving donations. Saturn Corpora-
tion, its United Auto Worker
(UAW) partners and many of
America ’s leading non-profit
health organizations will join
together in this nationwide effort
to save lives. At participating Sat-
urn retailers across the country,
people are invited to donate blood
or pledge to donate blood, be
added to the National Marrow
Donor Registry, and/or complete
an organ and tissue donation
pledge card.

“We believe National Donor
Day is the largest annual one-day
blood, organ and tissue donation
drive in America,” says Jill Laj-
dziak, Saturn vice president of
sales, service and marketing.

“Since Donor Day began four
years ago, we have collected
approximately 30,000 units of
blood, added more than 6,000
potential marrow donors to the
National Marrow Donor Program
Registry, and informed thousands
of Americans of the urgent need
for organ and tissue donors.”

Here are some of the general
facts about donation that you
should know:

• Anyone between the ages of
18 and 60—and in good general
health—can join the National
Marrow Registry. All it takes is a
simple blood test.

• To donate blood, you must be
18 years old, weigh at least 110
pounds and be in good health on
the day of donation.

• According to experts, the
organ donor supply would be more
than adequate if all potential
donors would tell their family and
loved ones of their wishes. If you
sign or have signed an organ
donor card, tell people about it.

This year, National Donor Day
will  be held on February 14
between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at
participating Saturn retailers.
For more information on Saturn
National Donor Day, or to receive
an organ or tissue donation pledge
card, call 800-553-6670 or visit the
Web site at www.saturnuaw.com.

A Chance To Make A Life-Saving Donation

(NAPSA)—According to Lux
Corporation, one of the nation’s
largest providers of residential
and commercial thermostats, pro-
grammable models can reduce
monthly energy costs by as much
as 33 percent. These new ther-
mostats are inexpensive, easy to
install and can replace most older
models. Plus, unlike the unattrac-
tive designs of the past, today’s
thermostats are sleek, neutral in
color and work with just about
any décor. For more information
on how a programmable thermo-
stat can save you money, contact a
heating and air-conditioning spe-
cialist. To find a retailer near you
that carries energy-saving, pro-
grammable thermostats from Lux
Corporation, call 1-800-628-4309
or visit www.luxproducts.com.

Even though lung cancer is the
number one cancer killer in Amer-
ica, it is a treatable and survivable
disease when detected early. A
new awareness campaign, It ’s
Time To Focus On Lung Cancer,
encourages people to learn their
risks and seek an early diagnosis.
More information is available at

www.lungcancer.org, a new Web
site developed for the campaign.
The site offers up-to-date informa-
tion, support and services for peo-
ple at risk or those living with
lung cancer and their loved ones,
as well as information for health
care professionals. Patients, fam-
ily members, and caregivers can
also receive support by calling the
Lung Cancer Toll-Free Informa-
tion Line at 1-877-646-LUNG (1-
877-646-5864), where they can
have questions answered by can-
cer social workers.

Here are some Web sites you
may want to watch:
The Comprehensive Community
Mental Health Services for Chil-
dren and Their Families Pro-
gram of the federal Center for
Mental Health Services at
www.mentalhealth.org/child.
The American Diabetes Associa-
tion at  www.diabetes.org.
American Heart Association at
www.americanheart.org.
The Reflex Sympathetic Dystro-
phy Syndrome Association at
www.rsds.org.
Bigelow Flavored Honey Spreads
at www.bigelowtea.com.
Crypton textile at www.robert
allendesign.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

Camels have three eyelids to
protect them from blowing sand.


