
11

(NAPSA)—Fall and winter are
the most dangerous time of year
for home fire safety. Home fires
and fire death rates peak during
this time of year because of
increased use of alternative heat-
ing systems such as space heaters
and fireplaces. According to the
National Fire Protection Agency
(NFPA), heating equipment has
resulted in 49,200 home fires, 388
deaths, 1,445 injuries and $515
million in property damage. 

Additionally, increased use of
electrical power to support holiday
lights and improperly caring for
live Christmas trees also con-
tributes to higher fire and fire
death rates. The U.S. Fire Admin-
istration (USFA) estimates that
fires during the holiday season
injure 2,000 people and cause more
than $500 million in damage.

As residents begin to winterize
their homes this fall, it is vitally
important that they consider plac-
ing fire extinguishers on every
level of the home and examining
those already in place to assure
quality performance. Further-
more, the NFPA states that resi-
dential fire extinguishers should
be replaced every 12 years as well.

“Residential fire extinguishers
can be an important resource in a
fire response plan because they
provide homeowners with a
means of containing fires before
they get out of control,” said Roy
Marshall, executive director of
The Residential Fire Safety Insti-
tute. “Current household penetra-
tion for fire extinguishers is 76
percent, however, it is crucial to
get penetration closer to 100 per-

cent as with smoke detectors.” 
About 30 percent of home fires

start in the kitchen—more than
any other place in the home—and
more than 50 percent of home fire
deaths occur in sleeping areas,
according to NFPA. To help reduce
the risk of personal injury and to
control property damage, fire
extinguishers should be placed in
kitchens, bedrooms and in other
areas such as hallways and
garages for quick access.

Fire extinguishers should be
inspected regularly to ensure that
they are properly charged and
available when needed. Those
that have low pressure, are dam-
aged or corroded, or haven’t been
used within 12 years should be
replaced with a multipurpose fire
extinguisher.

There are three fire extin-
guisher ratings—A, B and C—and
each has an intended use. Extin-
guishers with an A rating work
against fires involving com-

bustible materials such as wood,
cloth or paper; a B rating indi-
cates effectiveness against fires
caused by flammable liquids such
as grease; and C is intended for
use in electrical fires. Because
time is of the essence when bat-
tling a home fire, it may be safer
to install fire extinguishers with
an A-B-C rating throughout your
home to be sure of your extin-
guisher’s ability to put out or con-
tain a fire. The Kidde Full Home
Fire Extinguisher has an A-B-C
rating and is available at hard-
ware and home centers nation-
wide and costs about $10. 

In addition to proper fire extin-
guisher placement, families can
stay safe when the cold weather
arrives by:

• Making sure that heating
equipment is inspected and cleaned
by a professional;

• Keeping space and kerosene
heaters at least three feet away
from anything that can burn.
According to the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, 300 peo-
ple die each year in fires started
by heaters;

• Using the oven and range for
food preparation only and not as a
heating source for the home; 

• Refilling the stand of a live
Christmas tree with water often.
Also, inspecting holiday lights
before putting them up is recom-
mended; and

• Developing a fire escape plan
that the entire family is familiar
with. Fire extinguishers are one
element of a fire response plan
but the primary element is a safe
escape.

Don’t Fall Into The Same Fire Traps This Winter

To help reduce the risk of fire
damage, extinguishers should be
placed in kitchens, bedrooms
and other areas for quick and
convenient access.

(NAPSA)—Thousands of new
homes being built this year are
using the most cost-effective, long-
term defense against termite
attack and decay: treated wood
framing. Builders and homeown-
ers agree that this readily avail-
able material adds value to their
personal castles.

Treated lumber framing can
decrease costly repairs and in most
cases increase the value of a home.
Treated lumber is now available in
a variety of treatment options, so
homeowners can build with confi-
dence, while knowing that they are
conserving an important natural
resource. Building experts agree
that pressure-treated Southern
Pine lumber offers superior protec-
tion against termite attack and
fungal decay. Known for its excep-
tional strength and durability,
treated Southern Pine framing can
also prevent costly damage from
excessive moisture or water from
leaky household appliances. 

When properly treated and
redried for enclosed structural
applications, pressure-treated
pine is recognized by all major
building codes and regulatory
agencies for use in both new con-
struction and repair and remodel-
ing projects. A new generation of
waterborne preservatives is now
entering the marketplace, with
names like ACQ, Copper Azole,
and borates, which are proven
safe around people, plants and
animals. These new formulations
do not contain arsenical-based
compounds, and are excellent for
protecting your home’s structural
framing. Borates are recom-
mended exclusively for above-

ground applications, continuously
protected from contact with water. 

During the pressure-treating
process, the preservative pene-
trates deep within the wood’s fiber,
offering long-term protection. The
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission and many other
agencies agree that this new gener-
ation of treated wood products is
safe when properly used.

Common sense prevails when
working with any building mate-
rial, so it’s important to follow safe
construction practices when work-
ing with treated wood, too. Always
wear eye protection and a dust
mask when sawing or machining
wood. Do not burn treated wood.
Dispose of any scraps through reg-
ular trash collection.

The Southern Pine Council
offers a number of free publica-
tions to help you use treated lum-
ber for your next project. To learn
more, visit the council online at
www.southernpine.com.

Treated Framing Offers Best Protection

A new generation of wood
preservatives offers superior
long-term performance for fram-
ing your new home.

Most often found on a menu, the word flambé is used to describe a flaming dish. Brandy or rum is usu-
ally poured over the dish and set on fire. The fire is extinguished prior to serving.

***
Talk not of wasted affection! Affection was never wasted.

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
***

***
Because I have confidence in the power of truth and of the spirit,
I believe in the future of mankind.

—Albert Schweitzer
***

***
As I am well aware, one can never know everything there is to be known about human nature. One
can be sure of only one thing, and that is that it will never cease to have a surprise in store for you.

—W. Somerset Maugham
***




