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(NAPSA)—A new study has
found that our nation’s bridges
are not aging gracefully. Approxi-
mately one in four major bridges
is approaching middle age, and is
in need of repair or replacement
because of deterioration or
because it no longer meets current
design standards.

An analysis of federal data
shows that 14 percent of the
nation’s bridges are structurally
deficient, meaning that they show
significant deterioration to decks
and other major components. An
additional 14 percent are classi-
fied as functionally obsolete.
Functionally obsolete bridges no
longer meet modern design stan-
dards for safety features, or are no
longer able to accommodate the
volume of traffic they carry. 

The study, “Showing Their Age:
The Nation’s Bridges at 40,” by
The Road Information Program
(TRIP), a national non-profit high-
way transportation group, also
identified the 10 states with the
highest percentage of bridges rated
as structurally deficient. The top
ten are: Oklahoma, Missouri,
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, South
Dakota, Mississippi, Iowa, North
Dakota, Michigan and Louisiana.

Urban bridges that carry heavy
traffic, especially in older cities
like Boston, New York and St.
Louis, are showing the most sig-
nificant deterioration. 

Nearly half of the nation’s
bridges—48 percent—were built
between 1950 and 1980, with the
1960s being the greatest bridge-
building era, when 19 percent of
the bridges open to traffic were
built. Sixty percent of bridges are
at least 30 years old, while 41 per-
cent are at least 40 years old.

“Our bridges are a visible sign
of an aging and overburdened
roadway system,” said William M.
Wilkins, TRIP’s executive director.
“Increased funding has resulted in
a small reduction in the percent-
age of the nation’s deficient
bridges since 1995. However, the
tremendous growth in car and
truck travel, combined with fund-
ing shortfalls in many states, may
reverse that progress.”

The situation is expected to
worsen in the coming years, as
highway traffic increases. “The
entire nation is seeing significant
increases in traffic volumes, partic-
ularly of commercial trucks, which
will accelerate the rate of bridge
deterioration,” noted Wilkins.

Vehic le  travel  nat ional ly
increased by 28 percent between
1990 and 2000. Similarly, travel by
large commercial trucks increased
by 40 percent between 1990 and
2000, significantly increasing the
load being carried by bridges.
Vehicle travel by all vehicles is
expected to increase by another 50
percent by the year 2020 and
travel by large commercial trucks
is expected to increase by 90 per-
cent by the year 2020, according to
Federal Highway Administration
forecasts. 

Improving all the nation’s
bridges to good condition will
require an increase in funding for
bridge repairs. Improved bridge
maintenance practices and the
use of improved construction
materials would help keep bridges
in good shape.

A U.S. Department of Trans-
portation report stated that
investment in our nation’s
bridges should be increased by
44 percent to bring bridges up to
good condition. Congress will
have an opportunity in 2003 to
increase funding for bridges
when the long-term federal high-
way program is scheduled to be
reauthorized.

Nation’s Aging Bridges In Need Of Repair, Funding

The number of cars and trucks
on America’s highways is in-
creasing, many of the nation’s
bridges aren’t up to the challenge.

(NAPSA)—An off-road vehicle
best known for its use on golf
courses, gardens and farms got a
different kind of workout in the
months after September 11—and
gave new meaning to the term
“strong to the finish.”

The John Deere Gator® has
proven to be an invaluable ally on
Afghanistan battlefields, as well
as at the cleanup sites in New
York and Washington. Amidst
extraordinarily harsh conditions,
these off-road utility vehicles
emerged virtually unscathed,
thanks to a high-tech powder
coated finish.

Powder coating is an extremely
durable, long-lasting finish that
stands up to extreme tempera-
tures, harsh weather, salty air
and UV rays, as well as fertilizers
and chemicals. Winter tempera-
tures in Afghanistan commonly
plunge to 40 degrees below zero
with bitter winds and blizzard
conditions, while rugged terrain

and the hostile rigors of warfare
are ever present. At Ground Zero
in Manhattan and at the Penta-
gon, Gators hauled tons of rubble
inside a danger zone filled with
toxic chemicals, pockets of fire,
fallen steel and collapsing debris.

Despite these extremes, the
tough powder coated finish passed
its test and preserved the Gators’
exterior.

Powder coated surfaces are
more resistant to chipping,
scratching, fading and wearing
than other product finishes. “It
provides a product with a tough
exterior finish,” says Greg Bocchi,
executive director of The Powder
Coating Institute. “No other finish
offers this level of durability.”

Powder coating is found on
thousands of parts and products,
from appliances to motorcycles to
furniture to cars to rugged out-
door equipment like the Gator.

To learn more, visit the website
www.powdercoating.org.

Doing Its Duty, Utility Vehicle 
Amazes At Home And Abroad

Time and again, the powder coated finish on the Gator proves
tougher than the harsh conditions it faces.
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Hit The Autumn Links
In Wisconsin

(NAPSA)—Golf enthusiasts are
quickly discovering that Wis-
consin’s naturally rolling land-
scape, beautiful autumn weather
and abundance of public courses
place it in a league of its own for
fall golf.

Set against a backdrop of stun-
ning seasonal color, golfers are
met with spectacular course lay-
outs suited to every ability level.
From simple par 3s to challenging
championship layouts designed by
names like Nicklaus, Dye, Palmer
and Player, the Badger State has
more than 400 courses open for
public play. With fewer players on
the links, autumn rounds typically
move more quickly than those
played during summertime. Many
courses offer fall discounts, mak-
ing even the most elite courses
surprisingly affordable.

Golfers looking to hit the links
this fall can turn to the Wisconsin
Department of Tourism’s 2002
Wisconsin Golf Guide. The 70-
page, full-color guide is packed
with information on Wisconsin’s
lineup of public golf courses
including par, yardage and direc-
tions to the course.

Free travel information and
guides, including the 2002 Wis-
consin Golf Guide, are available
by visiting the Wisconsin De-
partment of Tourism’s Web site
(travelwisconsin.com) or by calling
the 24-hour live-operated hotline,
1-800-432-TRIP/8747.
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(NAPSA)—Butternut squash
can be a delicious and hearty part
of your seasonal harvest, say
experts at food & family maga-
zine. One delectable way to pre-
pare this vegetable is as part of a
rich and savory Roasted Veg-
etable Stew. If you’d like to
receive a free copy of food & fam-
ily magazine, visit foodandfam
ily.com/magazine.

How do you get perfect rock-
star style nails fast and easy on a
budget more mezzanine than
VIP? One way is with products
such as Self-Stick Nails from
Naliene®. An innovation that
requires no appointment, no glue
application, no drying time, no
expertise and no long-term com-
mitment, Self-Stick Nails range
in price from around five to eight
dollars. The nails come prepared
with self-adhesive backing for sim-
ple application and last three to
five days naturally or can be used
as a one-night accessory. They’re
easy to remove (just soak nails in
warm water for 10 to 15 minutes)
and cause no damage to natural
nails underneath. The nails are
available in a variety of styles and
designs. 

Two very useful financial tools
to help you save for college are
Section 529 savings plans and
Upromise. Section 529 saving
plans are a tax-advantaged in-

vestment program sponsored by a
state and managed by a desig-
nated financial institution to help
families save for college. Maxi-
mum contribution limits are high.
529 Plans are offered through
Registered Representatives of
NYLIFE Securities. New York
Life offers a variety of insurance
products that can help you ensure
your family’s financial protection.
Visit www.newyorklife.com/save
forcollege, call 1-800-874-5293, or
write to NYLIFE Securities Inc.,
member of NASD/SIPC, 51 Madi-
son Ave., New York, N.Y. 10010,
for more information.In bowling, a “turkey” is three strikes in a row.

Vampire bats approach their prey on foot, and consume just one
tablespoon of blood a day.

A jelly doughnut measuring 16
feet in diameter and weighing
more than 3,700 pounds was
made in Utica, N.Y. in 1993.

Eleven of the world’s 16
busiest airports are in the U.S.,
including O’Hare in Chicago,
Hartsfield in Atlanta, Dallas-Fort
Worth and Los Angeles.




