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(NAPSA)—Sport-utility recre-
ation vehicles (SURVs) are taking
the deserts, mountains and shores
by storm. And soon power-sport
enthusiasts will pack SURVs with
their collection of outdoor toys and
hit the road in search of the per-
fect off-road adventure.  

Once considered a West Coast
niche, the SURV—also known as a
“toy hauler” or “sport-utility
trailer”—is now the hottest trend
in RVing. SURVs are towable RVs
distinguished by a swing-down
ramp and large, rear storage area
for stowing and hauling. They’re
arguably the most versatile RV
today. Travelers can now take their
toys to any destination and not
leave behind the comforts of home.  

Blazing a New Trail
The idea for the phenomenon

began years ago in California
sparked by adventure seekers
who enjoyed riding dirt bikes in
the desert but needed somewhere
close to stay at the end of the day.
When the four-wheeler, or all-ter-
rain vehicle (ATV), was intro-
duced in the early ’90s, a signifi-
cant demand for toy haulers
ensued. Like dirt-bike enthusi-
asts, ATVers found the SURV ter-
rific for hauling their toys for
weekend trips while also provid-
ing comfortable living-quarters.
It is this versatility that contin-
ues to drive demand for SURVs
today.
At Home On (Or Off) The Road

Along with such common RV
features as kitchens, sleeping
areas and bathrooms, most
SURVs also come equipped with
an installed generator. Because so
many power-sport vehicle destina-
tions are off the beaten path,
SURV manufacturers have made
sure that toy haulers have the
necessary power to be a complete
home away from home. Installed

generators allow RVers to have
the required power to run micro-
waves, televisions, air condition-
ing and items like air compressors
and power tools that power-sport
enthusiasts love to have along.

“Whether dirt biking, ATVing,
kayaking or snowmobiling, sports
enthusiasts want the full experi-
ence,” says Mike Kline, towable
RV division marketing manager
for Onan, an RV power generation
and solutions company. “They
want to play hard but enjoy all
the comforts of home after a long,
adventurous day.”  

New SURV Uses
As power-sport enthusiasts are

still heading demand for SURVs,
other people across the country
are discovering unique uses for
the trailer as well. Those living in
colder climates find the SURV
excellent for snowmobile and
hunting trips while others have
looked completely outside the box
and use SURVs for hauling tool-
boxes, dog kennels, home im-
provement materials, etc.  

With these new uses, SURV
owners now range from adventure
enthusiasts hauling motorcycles,
canoes and even fold-up airplanes
to vendors of clothing, cotton candy
and sewing machines. Even musi-
cal bands, antique dealers and pet
groomers are finding uses for these
multipurpose RVs and continuing
to grow their popularity.

For more on the SURV lifestyle
or information about RVing, visit
www.funroads.com.

The SURV: Your House (And Garage) on Wheels

Jet-Surfing Takes Off
(NAPSA)—A new type of surf-

board isn’t popular because of the
waves it catches, but because it lets
riders surf without catching waves.
The “surfboard” is actually a motor-
ized, personal watercraft that’s a
cross between a jet ski and a surf-
board. It’s helped power the newest
extreme sport rage: Jet-surfing.

Jet-surfers can surf anywhere

there’s water—bays, rivers, lakes,
even ponds. Surfers stand up on
the boards and use a handle to
steer and control the speed of
their engines. With a top speed of
45 miles per hour, riders say the
board—called the XBoard—gives
them the sensation of surfing com-
bined with the feel of jet skiing
and wakeboarding. 

Of course, even extreme ath-
letes need to follow safety tips.
Remember to always hit the waves
with a buddy—or at least tell peo-
ple on shore where you’ll be—and
to always wear a life jacket.

To watch a video of a jet-surfer
in action, visit CyberAdsInc.com.
For more information on the board,
visit www.xboard.com.

No Waves, No Problem—Jet-
Surfing lets people “surf” on still
bodies of water. 

(NAPSA)—Consumers con-
cerned about safeguarding their
important documents and other
valuables from such disasters as
wildfires and floods should know a
few facts and statistics. 

Each year, wildfires ravage
thousands of structures, claiming
millions of dollars worth of dam-
ages. According to 2004 data from
the National Interagency Coordi-
nation Center, more than eight
million acres burned as a result of
65,461 wildfires. According to
research done by the National Cli-
matic Data Center, over the past
15 years, floods and hurricanes in
the U.S. have resulted in damages
nearing $2 billion. 

Consumers can safeguard their
important documents from nat-
ural disasters by centralizing the
material in a fire-resistant, water-
proof container. Sentry Group
offers a variety of sizes and styles
that provide fire resistance and
waterproof protection, so you can
recover your documents quickly.
Whether they are paper or stored
electronically on a CD or DVD,
your documents remain protected.

What types of things should
you think about safeguarding?
Think about items you might need
to make an insurance claim after
disaster hits, such as your insur-
ance policy, itemized household
inventory and financial records.
Sentry®Safe Fire-Safe® security
chests and files are available for
storing essential documents—
including birth certificates, pass-
ports, photographs, titles and reg-
istrations, investment paperwork,

religious documents, stocks and
bonds—that are important to
have on hand when you need
them.

The company’s products carry a
UL classification for fire endurance,
meaning that the interior of the
unit and its contents are guarded
from heat during a typical fire, for
a specified time. Each model has a
waterproof seal, insulating the
interior from water, and a spring
latch that seals the unit, even when
unlocked. This means that your
documents can be protected and
you can have one less thing to
worry about in a disaster.

Don’t leave your important
documents vulnerable to natural
disasters. It’s better to be safe
than sorry. For a list of top 10 tips
for disaster preparedness, visit
www.sentrysafe.com/disaster
preparedness/.

Security Chests And Files Protect Important Documents
And Valuables From Natural Disasters

Some specialized containers
accommodate hanging file fold-
ers to enhance organization
while providing a storage option
to protect documents from fire or
water damage.

(NAPSA)—If you don’t make
choices in life, life chooses for
you—and you may not like the
choices you’ve been given.

That’s the message in “If
There’s One Thing I’ve Learned”
(Sound View Publishing, $19.95),
a book about living life without
unnecessary regrets.

Author James Green knows all
about the power of choice. He left
an unfulfilling career in insurance
to become a successful pilot for
one of the world’s largest airlines.
His passion is to travel and he’s
visited dozens of countries and 45
of the 50 states. He swam with
the reef sharks in the South
Pacific, climbed mountains in
Africa, ran atop the Great Wall of
China and stood in the King’s
Chamber of the Great Pyramid of
Giza.

But Green is not done. He
keeps an ongoing list of all the
things he’d like to accomplish.

“We always think we have for-
ever,” says Green. “But time does
pass and some opportunities slip
away unless you chase after them.
Through the stories of others, we
can see how people fail to hear the
crack of the starter’s pistol—and
because they don’t start running,
time runs out.”

For the past few years, Green
has collected stories from hun-
dreds of people. In their stories,
he says, you can get a glimpse of
your own future, what you might
change while there’s still time.

“The stories—whether of
regrets or triumph—are glimpses
of what could be in store for any of
us,” says Green. “It’s up to you to
decide. It’s never too late to be
who you might have been.”

Green asked those he inter-

viewed what they would do differ-
ently in life if they could do it all
over. That simple question elicited
a compelling, life-affirming collec-
tion of truths as people recalled
pivotal moments in their lives.

“If There’s One Thing I’ve
Learned” points out how there are
many things you can do, many
actions you can take now to steer
yourself toward a better fate and
live a life without regret. Many
stories show how people turned
their negative situations into posi-
tive ones.

Green concludes, “The past can
never be undone, but you can
learn from your own lessons and
the lessons of others.” 

For more information, visit
www.soundviewpublishing.com.

If There’s One Thing I’ve Learned

Whether it’s a career change,
finding a lost love or overcoming
fear, people can change, says a
fascinating new book.

(NAPSA)—There’s a new
weapon in the war on disease-car-
rying mosquitoes—and a good
thing, too. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), more than 2,400
human cases of West Nile virus
were reported nationwide in 2004.
This year, officials in some areas
of the country are anticipating
another active season due, in part,
to the wet weather. 

Many Americans do not take
the necessary precautions even
when they are in an at-risk group,
such as the elderly. And the risk of
developing a severe case of West
Nile virus increases with age.

“Those susceptible to contract-
ing a severe case of West Nile
often don’t take any precautions
to guard against it,” said Mark
Bauman, director of marketing,
Spectrum Brands. “Whether host-
ing a backyard barbecue or taking
the dog for a walk around the
block, Americans need to protect
themselves every time they go
outside.” 

When heading outdoors, the
simplest form of protection is to
wear insect repellent. In addition
to DEET-based insect repellents,
the CDC now recommends using
Picaridin-based insect repellents
for the best protection against
mosquitoes and West Nile virus. 

Picaridin provides the same
long-lasting effective protection as
DEET, but is virtually odorless,
has a clean feel, and does not need
to be washed off after use. Because
Picaridin is pleasant to use, it is
an appealing alternative for con-
sumers who are dissatisfied with

the way DEET-based repellents
smell and feel. Currently, Cutter
Advanced is the only insect repel-
lent in the United States featuring
Picaridin. 

Take the following precautions
to avoid bites this summer:
Protect yourself and your fam-
ily by wearing insect repellent. 

• Whether taking a hike
through the woods or just firing
up the grill, use insect repellent
whenever time is spent outdoors.
It only takes a few minutes out-
doors to be bitten.
Protect outdoor spaces. 

• Inspect screens in doors and
windows to prevent mosquitoes
from entering the home. 

• Use permethrin-based fog-
gers and lawn sprays to kill mos-
quitoes where they hide.
Reduce mosquito breeding
areas. 

• After a rainstorm, remove
standing water that has collected
in birdbaths, flowerpots, watering
cans, buckets, pool covers, old
tires and other places where
water collects. 

For more information about
Picaridin, visit www.picaridin.com
or www.cutteradvanced.com. For
more information about the West
Nile virus, visit www.cdc.gov. 

Wet Weather Increases Threat Of West Nile Virus

When grackles fly, they fold
their tail feathers upward and use
the tail to steer.

President Clinton was born
William Jefferson Blythe IV, but
took his stepfather’s last name of
Clinton at the age of 16.




