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(NAPSA) — More than 8 mil-
lion homes are expected to change
hands this year. Homebuyers
spend an average of seven weeks
looking at 10 different properties
before making a buying decision,
according to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors. As they search
for the perfect property, they may
feel that each falls short of their
expectations. To help remedy this
problem, financial institutions
offer home-financing options that
enable homeowners to transform
their new house into the home of
their dreams. 

By making specific home im-
provements such as updating the
kitchen, adding a bathroom, in-
stalling new flooring, building a
porch or redoing the landscaping,
a not-quite-so-perfect house can
become a buyer’s model home. 

“To simplify the process of im-
proving a new home, consumers
should consider financing options
that allow for the successful man-
agement of not only the home, but
a variety of important expenses,”
says Cara Heiden, Division Presi-
dent of National Consumer and
Institutional Lending for Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, one of the
nation’s leading mortgage lenders.

One such product is the Wells
Fargo Home Asset Management
Account, which enables homeown-
ers to finance their home and con-
veniently access their home’s
equity. This financial tool com-
bines a first home mortgage and a
home equity line of credit and
requires only a one-time approval
for access to the estimated grow-
ing equity in the home.

“It allows homeowners the abil-
ity to manage their new home like
an asset through quarterly and
annual reports, which track the
available home equity as the esti-
mated value increases,” says Hei-
den. “They can also lock in the

prevailing fixed rate on the line of
credit balance for a fixed monthly
payment during the draw period.” 

Homeowners may benefit from
improved cash flow with potentially
tax-deductible interest paid on the
line of credit or a fixed-rate ad-
vance. (Homeowners should consult
a tax advisor.) That means more
funds may be available for those
important improvements. Addition-
ally, there is access to available
equity by writing convenience
checks or using an EquityLine
Platinum card. 

Offering security as well as po-
tential for financial gains, the
Home Asset Management Account
can provide the resources and
means to help Americans create
their perfect home.

For more information, visit
Wells Fargo at www.wellsfargo.com
or call 1-800-222-3408 for the near-
est neighborhood banking store.

The Wells Fargo Home Asset Man-
agement Account is not available in
New York and Texas. Home equity
financing is provided by Wells Fargo
Consumer Credit Group, a division of
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is a division of Wells
Fargo Bank. N.A. Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. is an Equal Housing Lender. 

If You Can’t Find It, Fix It 
The Right Financing Can Turn A House Into A Dream Home

(NAPSA)—When a major anniver-
sary rolls around, you can rise to the
occasion with an important present
made of precious Platinum.

Whether it’s your first anniver-
sary or your 30th, few things say
“I love you” like Platinum jewelry.

“Platinum is the metal of choice
for couples celebrating their
anniversaries,” says jewelry and
fashion expert Michael O’Connor.
“Platinum’s rare and eternal qual-
ities are symbolic of people’s life-
time commitment to each other.”

Here are some of O’Connor’s sug-
gestions for marking your own big
event:

First Anniversary. You’ve
made it farther than a lot of
celebs, so celebrate with a pair of
very hot Platinum and iodite bead
earrings by Christian Tse. For the
woman who prefers the elegance
of simplicity, consider Platinum
and diamond stud earrings. And
for a more personalized gift,
there’s Takohl’s Platinum Trea-
sure rings, which split open into
two sections—making them per-
fect for engraving your wedding
date or some other special note
inside.

Fifth Anniversary. Something
made of wood may be the tradi-
tional gift, but most women would
prefer a delicate Platinum and opal
or moonstone pendant necklace by
Suna Bros., Inc. or Tacori. These
gorgeous pendants come in various
geometric shapes and can quickly
transition from day to evening.

Tenth Anniversary. With a
milestone like this one, it’s time to
purchase something classic like a
Platinum three-stone, right-hand
ring by Kirk Kara. For the fashion-
ista, try Platinum baubles gar-
nished with pink or yellow dia-
monds or rubies or sapphires. For
gentlemen, Platinum cufflinks by

Mark Schneider or a watch from
Chris Aire work for office or
evening wear.

Twentieth Anniversary.
Show all those friends who said it
wouldn’t last a thing or two by
giving her a pair of Platinum and
coral drop earrings by Erica
Courtney, a layered necklace by
Cathy Waterman or a set of Plat-
inum and black Tahitian pearl
hairpins by Etienne Perret. 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary.
The kids are out of the house—if
you’re lucky—so it’s time to add a
special romantic touch. Consider a
one-of-a-kind vintage Platinum
and ruby brooch by Sheila Goldfin-
ger. For the woman who prefers
vibrant colors, consider a Plat-
inum and yellow or pink diamond
necklace by Beaudry, with the dia-
monds set in the shape of a heart.
For him, consider a Platinum lapel
pin by Neil Lane to accentuate for-
mal attire and spark conversation.

For more information on Plat-
inum anniversary jewelry trends
or to find a Platinum retailer, visit
www.preciousplatinum.com.

Some Anniversaries Deserve Special Recognition

Platinum jewelry is a brilliant way
to say “happy anniversary.” Inset:
Platinum and diamond three-stone
anniversary ring from the Roberto
Coin Cento Collection.

(NAPSA)—When homeowners
consider ways to protect their
home and family, fire safety
should be a major concern. One of
the best ways to protect loved
ones during a fire is by having a
complete fire safety plan, begin-
ning with an early warning from
effective, reliable smoke alarms.  

Recent studies from the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) show that nearly 100 mil-
lion American homes either don’t
have alarms that are intercon-
nected, or are underprotected
from fire. 

Interconnected alarms are one
of the best ways to protect a home,
because when one alarm detects
smoke it sends a signal that trig-
gers all alarms to sound, alerting
loved ones throughout the home to
the danger. This immediate reac-
tion reduces response time and
can help a family escape faster in
the event of a fire.

Wireless interconnected alarm
systems can be fast and easy to
install. For example, Kidde, a
leader in fire safety technology,
offers an Underwriters Laborato-
ries-listed wireless smoke alarm
system that uses radio frequency
signals so that when one alarm
sounds, they all sound. The wire-
less smoke alarms are considered
a major advance in fire protection
because they improve response
time in the event of a fire.  

It is also important to test
home smoke alarms regularly to
make sure they are in good work-
ing order. Test alarms once a
month and change batteries every
six months.

Smoke alarms are only one
part of complete home fire safety.
If a fire does occur, it is important
to have a preplanned escape route
to cut down on the time it takes to
evacuate.  

Make sure your family knows
the escape route and practice it
with them. Homes should also
have several fire extinguishers; at
least one per floor and one each in
the kitchen and garage. All family
members should know where the
fire extinguishers are located and
how to use them.

With a complete fire safety
plan, you can be prepared in the
event of a fire. Careful planning,
prevention and a fast evacuation
are the best ways to ensure that
residents of a home escape fires
injury-free. The Kidde wireless
smoke alarm system is available
at Lowe’s Home Improvement
stores. For more information, visit
www.lowes.com.

Fire Safety: A Hot Topic For Homes

Interconnected alarms can help
speed evacuation in the event of
a fire.

How Do You Use
Technology?

(NAPSA)—What are your hob-
bies or interests? Do you use tech-
nology to pursue them? If so, you
may have a chance to win a new
contest that celebrates the simple
and imaginative uses of technology
in everyday life.

The Start Something Amazing
Awards were created by Microsoft
to recognize the unique ways peo-
ple are using Windows technology.
People are invited to submit a per-
sonal story or nominate others
who have used Windows or Win-
dows-based technology, applica-
tions and devices to pursue their
interests or start something new.

Five award winners will receive
a trip to Seattle with the opportu-
nity to meet Microsoft chairman,
Bill Gates, $5,000 in Windows
technology and once-in-a-lifetime
prizes designed to further cele-
brate their passions—from an
expedition to Tanzania to a day
behind-the-scenes at ESPN. One
winner will be selected from each
of five categories: Culture & Com-
munity, Music, Memories, Home &
Lifestyle and Sports & Games.
One grand-prize winner will also
be featured as part of Microsoft’s
national Start Something ad
campaign.

To learn more about the contest
or to enter, visit www.windows.
com/awards.

Which, if any, of the following 
interests/hobbies have you used 

technology to pursue/enjoy?

Photography and digital media (home movies, 
digital photos, etc.)

49%

Cultural/community interests (education, 
science, travel planning, etc.)

47%

Home and lifestyle (organize recipes, research 
gardening tips, manage your family, etc.)

52%

Music (listen, record, mix, etc.) 
47%

Sports and games (track scores, watch/listen to 
sports highlights, play games, etc.)

38%
(NAPSA)—Subterranean ter-

mites are very active this time of
year, but homeowners should
think twice before trying to tackle
these voracious wood-eaters on
their own. Due to their unique
biology and behavior, termites
should only be treated by highly
trained professionals who use
products specifically designed for
subterranean termites.

Just as using the right product
to address the situation is impor-
tant, asking the right questions
will go a long way in helping you
choose a pest management profes-
sional (PMP).  

“We strongly suggest to home-
owners that when selecting a pest
professional, the homeowner
ensures that the professional is
licensed and trained,” says Cindy
Mannes, director, public affairs,
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation (NPMA). “Licensed and
well-trained professionals can
identify termites and implement a
treatment method that is best for
the homeowner’s needs.”

It is also important to align
yourself with a strong service
partner, and one that has done the
research to find the best possible
product to tackle your termite
problem. It’s as essential for the
PMPs to do their homework as it
is for you to do yours.

The leading and most exten-
sively tested termite-baiting
product available is the Sentricon®

Termite  Colony  El iminat ion
System. The Sentricon System is
proven to eliminate the termite
colony, supported by research
from 30 independent universi-

ties and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

The techniques used for the
Sentricon System are the most
innovative in termite control,
and Authorized Operators of the
Sentricon System are skilled pro-
fessionals with extensive training
in termite biology and behavior.  

In addition, the Sentricon
System is environmentally respon-
sible, using only a few grams of
active ingredient when and where
needed, and it’s less disruptive to
your home and lifestyle than other
treatment options, which may
require digging and trenching in
and around the home.

Remember, termites are not
pests you should treat yourself.
An Authorized Operator can
install the Sentricon System to
provide proven termite colony
elimination and, with regular
monitoring, provide the opportu-
nity to protect a home long term.

For names of local authorized
pest management companies, visit
www.signsoftermites.com or call
(800) 352-6776.

Find The Right Professional To Tackle Pest Problems

When termites invade, a pest
management professional can
help get rid of them.

New Orleans Mosquito & Termite
Control Board

(NAPSA)—To create a Berry-
Topped Brownie Ice Cream Cake,
alternate layers of fudgy brownie
baked from a mix with Breyers All
Natural Vanilla and Chocolate Ice
Creams and freeze. When it’s time
for dessert, slice and top with your
favorite berries and a chocolate
syrup drizzle. For more recipes,
visit www.icecreamusa.com.




