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(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for
a delightful way to spend some
time with loved ones, try hosting
an in-home concert. The concerts
can be fun excuses to gather
together—and don’t worry, no
musical talent is required, just a
television tuned to your local PBS
station.

To make the event more fun,
try sending out invites made to
look like concert tickets, and have
some music-themed hors d’oeuvres
(guitar-string cheese and crackers,
for example) ready to eat when
your guests arrive. 

Of course, there’s still the ques-
tion of what to watch. A good con-
cert DVD can do the trick, or you
may enjoy a number of programs
airing in December on PBS. Here’s
a look at some shows to watch for:

• Standards And Favorites—
Pop music legend Carly Simon is
back on the Top 10 list with a new
album of standards. “Carly Simon:
Moonlight Serenade—Live on the
Queen Mary 2” showcases these
romantic songs in the vast ball-
room and on the majestic deck of
the new ocean liner. Simon also
performs new acoustic interpreta-
tions of her best-known classics. 

• Guitar Flair—Guitarist Roni
Benise and 50 musicians and
dancers in “Benise: Nights Of Fire”
take viewers on a spectacular jour-
ney of Spanish music and dance—
from Cuban salsa to Spanish
Flamenco to Brazilian samba. Tra-
ditional Flamenco dancers, De La
Guarda performers, Broadway
dancers and featured soloists all
join forces to create a new vocabu-
lary of Spanish dance that reflects
Benise’s musical invention and
artistry. 

• Blast From The Past—Nearly
eight years after uniting for public
television, hosts Jerry Butler,
Johnny Maestro and Alan Freed
(via archival clips) present “all the

hits, by all your favorite doo-wop
stars” during “Doo Wop Cavalcade:
The Definitive Anthology.” The spe-
cial performance program features
a mix of new live performances and
classic archival gems from the
vaults.

• Born To Run—Music fans can
catch a never-before aired, 1975
performance by Bruce Springsteen
and the E Street Band. The concert
was taped live at the Hammer-
smith Odeon in London during the
band’s Born To Run tour. 

• Family Fun—“Jim Brickman
at the Magic Kingdom: The Disney
Songbook” presents some of the
greatest Disney musical moments
with the help of piano virtuoso Jim
Brickman—and some talented
guests. Guests include music
superstar Michael Bolton; Emmy-
winning TV star, comedian and
singer Wayne Brady; the voice of
Broadway, Linda Eder; country
star Lila McCann; Anne Cochran
and Tracy Silverman; plus some
favorite Disney characters.

PBS will also air programs
featuring Paul Anka, the late
Ricky Nelson, Tom Jones, Barbra
Streisand and others. For more
information, check your local PBS
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Carly Simon: Moonlight Sere-
nade—Live on the Queen Mary 2.
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(NAPSA)—Whether you’re plan-
ning your own Thanksgiving get-
together or you’ve been invited some-
where special and you’re wondering
what to bring, this delicious cran-
berry pecan pie is the answer. This
remarkable blend of two traditional
favorites, cranberries and pecans,
is a match made in heaven. Here is
the recipe from the gourmet gifting
experts at 1-800-FLOWERS.COM:

2 cups fresh or frozen
cranberries

1 cup orange juice
1⁄2 cup honey
2 tablespoons cornstarch
2 tablespoons cold water
1⁄2 teaspoon orange extract
1 baked 9-inch pie shell with

fluted rims
Pecan topping (1⁄2 cup
honey, 3 tablespoons
butter or margarine, and 
1 3⁄4 cups pecan halves)

For topping, combine honey
and butter in medium sauce-
pan. Cook and stir over medium
heat 2 minutes or until mixture
is smooth. Add pecan halves
and stir until well coated.

For filling, combine cran-
berries, juice and honey in
medium saucepan. Cook cov-
ered, over low heat 15 min-
utes if using fresh cranber-
ries or 20 minutes if using
frozen berries. Cool. Puree

cranberry mixture in blender
and return to saucepan. Com-
bine cornstarch and water in
cup. Stir into cranberry mix-
ture. Bring mixture to a boil
over high heat and cool until
thickened. Stir in orange
extract. Cook, then pour into
pie shell. Spoon pecan top-
ping evenly over cranberry
mixture. Bake in preheated
350°F oven 20 minutes or
until top is bubbly. Cool on
wire rack. Serve at room tem-
perature or chilled.

If you don’t have time to make this
dessert, you can still send the perfect
finishing touch to the holiday feast!
Visit 1-800-FLOWERS.COM on the
Web for delicious desserts, such as
the Perfect Endings Pumpkin Cake,
a one-of-a-kind creation from the
famous Napa Valley bakery.

Edible Gifts For Thanksgiving

Fireplaces A Hot Idea
(NAPSA)—When looking for a

way to add a little pizazz to the
living room, family room or den, it
may pay to fire up your imagina-
tion. A well-maintained or
spruced-up fireplace can add
warmth—figuratively and liter-
ally—to most any home.

Today, many products for the
hearth—including dampers, fire
tools, fire screens, the hardware
on glass hearth doors, cinder
buckets and log stands—keep
their shine and last longer
because they have undergone a
process called powder coating. 

Powder coating is a finishing
method whereby finely ground
particles of pigment and resin are
electrostatically charged and
sprayed onto a surface. Hearth
products that have the coating are
highly resistant to scratching,
chipping, fading and wearing.
Fireplaces, however, aren’t the
only things to benefit from powder
coating. Fire extinguishers are
coated as well.

For more information and a free
“Consumer Buying Guide for Home
and Garden,” visit the Web site at
www.powdercoating.org/302 or
write The Powder Coating Institute
at 2121 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite
401, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Fireplaces can add comfort,
warmth and style to a room.

Avoiding “Hurricane Fraud”

(NAPSA)—There are ways to
protect yourself from hurricane
fraud, fake charities and criminals
who seek to profit from disasters.  

“Americans have traditionally
supported relief efforts in times of
disasters. We cannot let criminals
exploit these acts of kindness,” said
Chief Postal Inspector Lee Heath. 

Postal Inspectors have joined the
FBI, FTC and the Department of
Justice as part of the new federal
Hurricane Katrina Fraud Task
Force. The force was created to deal
with and prevent disaster-related
federal crimes, such as charity
fraud, identity theft, fraudulent
benefit claims and insurance fraud. 

With bogus Web sites popping up
on the Internet, potential donors
are urged to:

• Avoid cash gifts. Use a check
or credit card.

• Check out the charity, orga-
nization or company before giving.

• Watch out for solicitations
that come from a company that
sounds like a well-known charity.

If you suspect a disaster-
related fraud, report it to
www.IC3.gov or 1-877-FTC-HELP. 

People donating to hurricane
relief should be sure they know
what charity they’re dealing with.

Avoiding Holiday Stress
(NAPSA)—The holiday gift

that no one wants? Stress. Unfor-
tunately, it comes in all kinds of
wrapping, and no department
store will let you return it.

Top causes of holiday-induced
stress? Financial pressures, memo-
ries of major losses such as divorces
or deaths and the unrealistic belief

that “holiday cheer” must prevail at
all times. You might even compen-
sate for stress by drinking, eating
and spending too much.

Prayer, meditation and the gift
of time—all can help you and your
family better enjoy the holidays,
advises Lodovico Balducci, M.D., of
the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center &
Research Institute. So does the
willingness “to feel loved, to be part
of a lovely design, to think we have
a meaningful role in the world.”

To keep yourself from becoming
overextended, Dr. Balducci recom-
mends making lists, learning to
say no to activities that will over-
tax you, volunteering, putting
family and relationships first and
setting aside a quiet space in your
home for meditation and prayer. 

To learn more,  vis it  www.
MoffittCancerCenter.org.

High stress levels, especially dur-
ing the holidays, can be harmful
to your health.

(NAPSA)—The game of bingo can
be traced back to 1530. Now the game
is entering the 21st century and going
online. The InterBingo community
puts out the welcome mat for new
players. Players even swap recipes,
pin up their profiles, create cyber
friendships, gossip and chat, all while
trying their luck at the game. Learn
more at www.interbingo.com.

Olympic hopefuls need a
tremendous amount of financial
support for training, equipment
and transportation costs. Unlike
other countries, America’s
Olympic and Paralympic athletes
do not receive sustained, direct
federal funding. Through the Dol-
lar for the Dream Program, dona-
tions to the athletes can be made
online at www.visa.com/journey,
and Visa will match every dollar
donated up to $2 million.

The right gifts can celebrate
music and style. For instance,
True Star Men is a new scent
inspired by Enrique Iglesias
from Tommy Hilfiger. It has a
modern softness from saffron and
sandalwood. Similarly, True Star
Gold is a scent inspired by plat-
inum recording artist Beyoncé.
The crisp, floral scent combines
elements of Provence melon with
the crisp tartness of kiwi. For
more ideas, visit www.tommy.com.

There are many ways to save on
car insurance. That’s why many
highly effective people know that
they can rely on their independent
agent or broker to save time and
money. Visit driveinsurance.com
for a full listing of agents.

For information about the new

Medicare prescription drug cover-
age visit www.medicare.gov on
the Web, call 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227) or look at the
Medicare & You 2006 handbook.

4-H is a community of young
people across America who are
learning leadership, citizenship and
life skills. Learn more about the 
4-H adventure at www.4husa.org.

Before you buy a used or sal-
vaged vehicle, have a certified
mechanic that you trust inspect
the airbag. Many crooked body-
shops are stuffing fake and
unsafe airbags into cars through-
out America. To learn more about
airbag scams, visit www.Insur
anceFraud.org. 

Many think of hearing loss as
something that happens mainly to
older people. However, experts
say most people with this problem
are in the prime of life, including
one out of six baby boomers (ages
41-59) and one out of 14 “Gen-
Xers” (ages 29-40). Yet only one
out of four Americans with hear-
ing problems are getting treat-
ment. To learn more, visit the
Better Hearing Institute Web site
at www.betterhearing.org.

(NAPSA)—The mangosteen
fruit, or Garcinia mangostana,
has been revered for its health
benefits and touted for its deli-
cious taste. Unfortunately, the
fruit itself doesn’t travel well and
is not generally imported into the
United States. It is, however, now
available as a beverage. XanGo
Juice is a daily dietary supple-

ment that harnesses the nutri-
tional attributes of the whole
mangosteen fruit through a
potent proprietary formula. For
more information, visit www.
xango.net. 

If you discover your raisins
have lingered in the pantry a bit
too long, simply soak them in
water or juice for 10 minutes to
plump them up, say the experts
at Sun-Maid Growers. For more
ideas, visit www.sunmaid.com.

***
Of all the earthly music, that which reaches farthest into heaven
is the beating of a truly loving heart. 

—Henry Ward Beecher
***




