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(NAPSA)—An act now before
Congress could ensure the well-
being of hundreds of small busi-
nesses—and help save consumers
money. The Motor Vehicle Owners
Right to Repair Act would offer
owners greater choice in getting
their vehicles serviced.

According to leaders of several
national aftermarket associations,
passage of the act is critical
toward ensuring the affordability
and convenience of maintaining
vehicles for America’s car owners.

“As independent auto repair
shop owners, we are all concerned
about the future of our busi-
nesses,” said Pat Andersen, presi-
dent of the Alliance of Automotive
Service Providers. “One of the key
factors keeping us in the business
of repairing cars is access to all of
the tools, software and repair
information necessary to be able
to test and repair all systems on
modern automobiles. Passage of
the Right to Repair Act will assure
that all auto repair facilities and
vehicle owners will always have
equal access to the tools and
repair information necessary to
maintain and repair high-tech
automobiles.”

The Right to Repair Act would
require the car companies to make
the same service information and
tool capabilities available to inde-
pendent service providers that
they make available to their fran-
chised dealer networks. Car com-
pany trade secrets are protected
unless that information is provided
to the franchised new car dealer.

“Our members have been on
the front line of this battle, repair-
ing the vehicles, struggling on a

daily basis with the repair infor-
mation and programming ques-
tion,” said Paul Fiore, president of
the Service Station Dealers of
America. “They now view the bill
as critical to their long-term sur-
vival and are very excited about
the growing support.” 

Right to repair legislation is
supported by a wide range of addi-
tional associations including the
Alliance of State Automotive
Aftermarket Associations, Auto-
motive Aftermarket Industry
Association, Automotive Parts
Remanufacturers Association,
Automotive Engine Rebuilders
Association, Automotive Ware-
house Distributors Association,
Coalition for Auto Repair Equality
and the Tire Industry Association.
In addition, the legislation has the
support of small-business groups
such as the National Federation of
Independent Business and con-
sumer groups such as AAA.

For more information about the
Right to Repair Act, visit
www.RightToRepair.org.

New Law Can Keep Marketplace Competitive

A new bill would give you more
choice when getting your vehicle
serviced.

(NAPSA)—What’s it like when
you can’t swallow? The problem is
more common than you might
think. 

Dysphagia, a term encompass-
ing a variety of swallowing disor-
ders, affects an estimated 15 mil-
lion Americans, with one million
new diagnoses every year. In fact,
more people die annually from
complications associated with
swallowing dysfunction than from
liver and kidney disease and HIV-
AIDS combined. 

Who’s At Risk 
Dysphagia can be found in peo-

ple of all ages. About 75 percent of
stroke patients and 90 percent of
people with neurological illnesses
such as Parkinson’s disease and
ALS experience dysphagia at
some point. Patients with trau-
matic brain injury and many who
undergo radiation therapy for
head and neck cancers can also be
at risk. Some children are born
with the condition. 

New Treatments 
Traditional methods to treat

dysphagia involve thermal stimu-
lation, swallowing exercises, and
diet modifications, including
pureed foods and thickened liq-
uids. In severe cases, patients
may require a feeding tube
because they are unable to take in
any kind of nutrition or fluids on
their own.

Today, however, more and more
people are finding relief from a
new treatment that uses electrical
impulses to retrain throat mus-
cles. Called VitalStim Therapy,
the patented device allows a small
current to pass through external
electrodes on the neck in order to
re-educate the muscles around the
throat to restore swallowing.

After a referral by a physician,
a therapist certified to use the
device administers treatment—
usually three to five times per

week, for as much as an hour at a
time. The treatments are not
painful, but patients may feel a
tingling or pulling sensation.
Some patients see dramatic im-
provement after just four or five
sessions. 

New Results 
Speech pathologists report they

often accomplish more with the
new device than with traditional
treatments—and in a much short-
er time. Sue Creekmore, a speech
pathologist and Director of Clinical
Services at HealthSouth Rehab
Hospital in Huntsville, Ala., says
that in the past, brain-stem stroke
patients were typically among the
hardest to treat—usually unable to
eat anything orally for three to six
months post-stroke. 

Ms. Creekmore says electrical
stimulation treatment has re-
duced that time to two to three
weeks. She adds that when treat-
ment is begun within about five to
seven days post-stroke, most
patients start consuming a normal
diet by the end of eight to 10
treatment sessions. To date, the
device is the only electrical stimu-
lation device cleared by the FDA
for the treatment of dysphagia. 

VitalStim Therapy is available
at HealthSouth hospitals nation-
wide. For more information, call
1-888-REHAB-4-U or visit the
Web site at www.healthsouth.com. 

When Swallowing Becomes A Challenge

A new treatment is helping many
of the estimated 15 mill ion
Americans with swallowing
dysfunction.

(NAPSA)—With cable rates ris-
ing dramatically, a less expensive
way to deliver TV service is earn-
ing a favorable rating from view-
ers. Yet despite the existing tech-
nology, many consumers may not
be able to tune in—and save—for
a long time.

The phone companies have
developed technology capable of
delivering video service over high-
speed fiber-optic lines, the same
lines that deliver high-speed
Internet access. Unfortunately,
cable companies currently have a
lock on television service and are
doing everything in their power to
thwart competition. 

“The cable companies have
enjoyed a monopoly in video ser-
vice for decades and most home-
owners are forced to endure the
ever-increasing cost of cable with-
out other options open to them,”
said Bruce Hahn, president of the
American Homeowners Grass-
roots Alliance. “According to a
report by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, cable rates
have increased 86 percent since
1995. Consumers will win if they
have another alternative for tele-
vision service.”

Unfortunately, cable companies
are insisting that the telephone
companies who are ready to deploy
this service negotiate franchise
agreements with each of the
30,000 different U.S. municipali-
ties—one at a time—to offer this
service. This stalling effort could
take decades to complete. Many of
the negotiations would likely fail,
leaving customers stuck with the
same cable monopoly. 

“These archaic rules were devel-

oped decades ago to deal with the
technology of another time—to
manage the cable monopoly,” said
Hahn.

Texas has signed legislation
reforming the state’s franchising
rules. Under the new system, the
phone companies would only have
to apply for one franchising license.
Other states are considering simi-
lar measures. On a national level,
Senator John Ensign (R-NV)
recently introduced legislation
updating the 1996 Telecommunica-
tions Act. Among other things it
would create a national Internet
Protocol Television (IPTV) fran-
chise mechanism and bring more
choice to homeowners.

The Alliance supports all roads
leading to more consumer choice
for TV services. Whether the road
leads through municipal officials,
state legislatures or Congress, any
road that saves consumers money
on consumer services is a good one.

You can write or call your legis-
lator to let them know how you
feel about this or other issues. 

TV Reception For Less May Soon Be A Reality

New technologies such as IPTV will
offer consumers greater choice
and lower entertainment bills.

(NAPSA)—Motor vehicle crashes
are the number one killer of chil-
dren from ages 1 to 14 and ap-
proximately 50 percent of these
deaths involve children under 5 that
were unrestrained. The right child
seat and the correct use of that seat
is the most important mechanism
we have to protect our children in
the instance of a car crash. But even
for those parents who do buckle up
their children, car seat misuse is
reported in 80-95% of cases.  

To ensure your children travel
safely and securely this holiday
season, safety industry expert
Steve Wallen, President and Gen-
eral Manager of IMMI’s Safe-
Guard division, world leader in
child passenger restraints, has
provided the following advice
about children’s car seats. These
tips will help parents and grand-
parents gear up for the holiday by
first making sure their most pre-
cious cargo, their small child, is
properly restrained and as safe as
possible while driving.  

First and Foremost
• Never place a child in a rear-

facing car safety seat in the front
seat of a vehicle that has an airbag. 

• The safest place for all chil-
dren to ride is in the back seat in
a restrained child car seat that is
weight and age appropriate.

• Set a good example, by
always wearing your seat belt.
According to a study by the Air
Bag Safety Campaign on recent
seat belt use studies from 10
states, restraint use for young
children was above 80 percent
when adults were also buckled. 

Installation
When installing a car safety

seat it is important to remember
that:

• The seat should be installed
as tightly as possible into your
vehicle. Grab your car seat at the
base, where the seatbelt goes.

The base should not move more
than an inch (1") side-to-side or
front-to-back. Some slight move-
ment at the top of the seat is nor-
mal, though a tether will reduce
this movement in forward-facing
car seats.

• Your child should be buckled
snugly into the vehicle. Ideally,
you want the harness as tight as
your child can ride comfortably,
and the car seat coupled as
tightly as possible to the vehicle
with the seatbelt or LATCH sys-
tem. The SafeGuard Child Seat is
unique in that it has a patented 5
point retractable harness system
that retracts like a standard seat-
belt; simple tensioning knobs for
a secure ride each time, and a
one-touch adjustable headrest
that is easy to use and ensures a
proper fit.  

• Ensure the plastic harness
clip (if your seat comes with one)
is at armpit level to hold shoulder
straps in place. 

• Any blankets you use should
be tucked around your child after
ensuring the harnesses are
secured snugly.

• Always use the correct har-
ness slots and ensure they are
snug. Shoulder straps should be
at or slightly below shoulder level
in a rear-facing seat, and at or
slightly above shoulder level for a
forward-facing seat. For many
seats, you will need to disassem-
ble the harness to adjust this.
Some seats, like the SafeGuard
Child Seat, have a simple mecha-
nism that allows you to adjust
this while the child is in the seat.
Ensure the harness straps lie flat
and are not twisted in any way.

Selecting a Child Car Seat
If you are selecting a new child

car seat for your trip, remember:
• Some models do have differ-

ent features; select one that has
the features that will allow you to
use it correctly EVERY trip. Make
sure to choose a car seat that has
a good return policy in case it
doesn’t fit.  

• Remember that each car
safety seat is different so read and
keep the instructions that came
with your seat. 

• The safest seat for your child
is one that fits him/her well and
fits in your car well. Make sure to
choose the proper type of seat for
your child. In general, the longer
he or she can ride in a 5-point har-
ness, the better.

• You should never purchase a
used car seat. If it has been in a
crash or modified in any way, it
may not function and protect your
child as well as a new child seat.  

For more information on cor-
rect installation, how new designs
such as SafeGuard tackle the
most common areas of misuse and
what to look for when selecting a
child car seat, please visit
www.safeguardseat.com.

Travelers Safety Advice

Your child should be buckled
snugly into the vehicle. Ideally, you
want the harness as tight as your
child can ride comfortably, and the
car seat coupled as tightly as pos-
sible to the vehicle with the seat-
belt or LATCH system.

(NAPSA)—Some scrapbookers
prefer keeping their workspace
mobile, but whatever your prefer-
ence, there’s a contest to win
your own “Scrapbook Space of a
Lifetime.” Details are on www.
lifetime.com. 

Mixing laminates that look
like stainless steel with wood
grains has become popular with
kitchen designers—and may save
money in a remodeling budget.
Whatever the design, product
consistency is important and
starts with using great panels.
Designers use premium medium
density fiberboard and particle-
board with a wide range of deco-
rative surfaces to offer the home-
owner optimum performance at a
very competitive cost.

You can save money by heating
your home with stylish “Retro”
electric heaters from De’Longhi.




