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(NAPSA)—A new book, “Best
Places To Raise Your Family, The
Top 100 Affordable Communities in
the U.S.” (Wiley, May 2006,
$24.99), by Peter Sander and Bert
Sperling, provides honest opinions
and objective facts and figures to
help parents find the place that’s
right for them. The book comes
from Frommer’s, the market leader
in travel guides, and is available
where books are sold. You can learn
more at www.frommers.com.

**  **  **
A book called “The Collaborative

Way To Divorce: The Revolutionary
Method That Results in Less
Stress, Lower Cost, and Happier
Kids—Without Going to Court”
(Hudson Street Press, $23.95) pro-
vides what its authors say is a way
for divorcing couples to avoid litiga-
tion, without giving up what they
want. Their Collaborative process
is helping transform the way cou-
ples dissolve their marriages,
divide assets, reinvent their post-
divorce relationships and deal with
custody issues. For more informa-
tion, visit www.divorcechoice.com.

(NAPSA)—With the average
price of a new vehicle passing
$25,000, it’s easy to fall into the
trap of believing you have to
spend a small fortune to drive
anything worth writing home
about. Unless you’re all about
impressing your friends, neigh-
bors and co-commuters with the
size of your monthly payment, the
entry end of the market is filled
with a higher concentration of cool
cars, trucks and SUVs than ever.

After putting together a list of
all the vehicles available for less
than $18,000, the editors of Kelley
Blue Book’s kbb.com then picked
the 10 coolest. Instead of report-
ing based on vehicles’ Manufac-
turer ’s Suggested Retail Prices
(MSRPs), the list is based on each
model’s New Car Blue Book value,
the price buyers are typically pay-
ing in the market. Your actual
payment will be determined by
the down payment on the vehicle
and the finance rate.

The Top 10 Coolest New
Cars Under $18,000

• Toyota Yaris—With a long
history as a best-seller in Europe,
the Toyota Yaris migrates to the
U.S. as the least expensive vehicle
in the Toyota lineup. Sporting
unusually cool styling, Toyota
quality and a 34/city and 40/high-
way MPG rating, the Yaris’ value
more than exceeds its under-
$12,000 starting price.

• Scion xB—The xB has pro-
ven to us that, these days, it’s cool
to be square. Not only does its
slab-sided styling set it apart, but
its boxy dimensions also mean

this diminutive and fuel-efficient
vehicle is a surprisingly commodi-
ous hauler of people and stuff.

• Dodge Caliber—Caliber
changes the small-car game by
offering a larger, more flexible inte-
rior filled with way-cool features
like an air-conditioned storage bin
to keep drinks cold, rear speakers
that flip down to project outward
from the open tailgate, a 110-volt
outlet for powering small electron-
ics and a self-charging flashlight.

• Kia Sportage—When buy-
ing your first SUV, bang-for-the-
buck is a very cool thing to find.
Pricing out the Kia Sportage is
almost fun when you get to in-
clude a sunroof, a great stereo and
a tire pressure monitor all for
under $16,500.

• Chevrolet HHR—As cool as
the 1940s-style exterior is, the
Chevrolet HHR is equally cool for
its efficient use of space and
worthwhile features like remote
start and the increasingly requi-
site iPod connector. It offers haul-
ing ability like a compact SUV, yet
it handles like a car.

• Ford Fusion—Size does

matter, so getting a well-styled,
contemporary midsize sedan with
the roominess and comfort of the
new Fusion is cool. Even better is
the unexpected level of equipment
for the price, including remote
keyless entry, tilt steering wheel
and cruise control.

• Nissan Frontier—Utility is
in, and nothing’s more utilitarian
than a pickup. The Frontier backs
up its sharp styling with excellent
ride and handling.

• Mazda3—Available as a
hatchback or sedan, the Mazda3
is a deft one-two punch to the
compact-car segment. We can’t
decide which model we like better,
but the combination of fine driv-
ing dynamics, upscale interior and
arresting looks make this a “cool
cars” list repeater.

• Honda Civic—You know
how U2 were cool, then in the
mid-90s they weren’t so cool, and
now they’re as cool as ever? Well,
the Civic has traveled a parallel
path to regain its stature as
arguably the finest economy car
ever built—and cool once again.

• Scion tC—If you’re cool
enough to appreciate it, the slick
styling and fashionable features
in the tC deliver Lexus-like tech-
nology in an affordable package.
This year, the improved audio
features stand out, including
steering-wheel gauges and iPod
connectivity.

For more information on these
and other new or used vehicles,
vehicle purchasing advice and
more, visit Kelley Blue Book’s
Web site at www.kbb.com.

Automotive Experts List Cool New Rides Under $18,000

There’s no denying the allure of
the flawless, warranted, inim-
itably scented new car.

(NAPSA)—A school break can
be an ideal time to read more
books and watch more movies—
and if you coordinate this kind of
fun into a family activity, there
may be far more benefits for your
children than what first meets the
eye. 

“Watching a movie gives chil-
dren and adults an opportunity
to discuss the content together,
covering its events, dilemmas
and moral implications,” says Dr.
Andrea Pastorok, educational
psychologist for Kumon Math and
Reading Centers. “Moreover,
reading a book based on a movie
provides opportunities to revisit
the tale in another format. This
combination sharpens both com-
prehension and decoding abili-
ties, two of the most important
skills for future academics and
for life.” 

Reading the book first is rec-
ommended so that children use
their imagination to bring the
story, characters and scenes alive.
On the other hand, the movie may
spark a child’s interest to read the
book, so a little parental flexibility
on this could achieve the same
goal.

Most story lines contain con-
flicts or problems. Dr. Pastorok
recommends using them as points
of discussion with your child.
“Talk about the conflict of the var-
ious characters by asking: ‘How
would you handle that dilemma?’
Also, ask your child which version
of the story he or she likes best,
and why,” she says. 

Dr. Pastorok also suggests choos-
ing titles from Kumon’s Recom-

mended Reading List, which pairs
some of the most popular books
with their corresponding movies: 

• “Charlotte’s Web”
• “Jumanji”
• “Charlie and the Chocolate

Factory”
• “The Lion, the Witch and the

Wardrobe”
• “The Wizard of Oz”
• “Pippi Longstocking”
• “Alice in Wonderland”
• “The Secret Garden”
• “A Wrinkle in Time”
• “Clifford the Big Red Dog” 
• “Curious George”
For more information and tips

on encouraging children to read,
call (800) ABC-MATH or visit
www.kumon.com. 

Dr. Pastorok is an educational
specialist with Kumon Math and
Reading Centers. She has a doc-
torate in educational psychology, a
master’s degree in counseling psy-
chology and more than 30 years’

Seeing a movie based on a book
could help spark a child’s inter-
est in reading. 

Read A Book; Watch The Movie And Inspire Discussion

(NAPSA)—The change of sea-
sons encourages us to be bold, to
step out, to get there sooner.
While bold action can be admired
in some cases, it’s a different story
when it comes to railroad tracks. 

Nearly a dozen people age 17
and under have been severely
injured or killed on railroad tracks
in the beginning of spring. Unfor-
tunately, it happens nearly every
year about this time. 

A 6,000-ton train does not
know what time of year it is. Here
are a few important tips that
could save a life: 

• Modern trains are quieter
than ever, with no telltale “click-
ety-clack.” 

• Because of its size, the aver-
age train takes a mile or more—18
football fields—to come to a stop.
Trains overhang the rails on each
side by at least three feet. Loose
straps hanging from freight cars
may extend much farther. 

• If you need to cross the
tracks, the only safe place to cross
is at a designated public crossing
with a crossbuck, flashing red
lights or a gate. If you cross at any
other place, you are trespassing
and can be ticketed or fined—or
lose your life. 

• If you come to a crossing and
see flashing red lights, don’t
ignore them. Stop: These lights
signal the approach of a train.
Never walk past these lights or
around lowered gates at a cross-
ing; wait until the lights have
stopped flashing and the gates go

completely up. If the gates stay
down, there may be a second train
coming on that or another track.
Wait until the signals tell you that
all is clear. 

• Any time is train time. Don’t
assume that because it’s late at
night, the middle of the day, the
weekend, or whatever time or day
it is, trains are unlikely to come. 

These tips will help you and
your family and friends enjoy this
season and many more to come.

If you’d like to learn more
about becoming an Operation
Lifesaver Presenter to share
safety tips with your community,
look up your OL State Coordina-
tor at www.oli.org. 

Stay Off & Away From Tracks To Stay Safe

Be sure to cross train tracks only
at designated crossings, and
only when the gate is up.

(NAPSA)—Health insurance
costs have been skyrocketing for
years. Many employers can’t afford
it and have no choice but to pass
the increased costs along to you. If
the money taken out of your pay-
check seems to go up and up, that’s
why. But what can you do about it?
A higher-deductible health plan is
one answer. To learn more, visit
www.ehealthinsurance.com.

**  **  **
A new complete heart health

product has been developed that,
when taken once daily, can help
prevent heart attack and stroke
and may reduce blood pressure
and cholesterol levels. Called
CardioEA Enhanced with Aspirin,
it combines the known benefits of
doctor-recommended, low-dose
aspirin with vitamins, herbs and
other heart health supplements.
Each safety-coated caplet con-
tains 81 mg of doctor-recom-
mended, low-dose aspirin plus a
complex of vitamins B6, B12,
Folic Acid, L-Arginine and Aged
Garlic Extract™ (AGE). To learn
more, visit the CardioEA Web site
at www.cardioea.com.

**  **  **
Soccer fans can tune into full

World Cup coverage on XM Satel-
lite Radio. Games will be broad-
cast in English and Spanish and
a host of experts will be talking
about the tournament. For more
information, visit www.xmradio.
com/worldcup. 

***
To go beyond is as wrong as to
fall short.

—Confucius
***

***
We find our energies are actu-
ally cramped when we are over-
anxious to succeed.

—Michel de Montaigne 
***

***
If you don’t like something
change it; if you can’t change it,
change the way you think about
it.

—Mary Engelbreit
***

***
It is not necessary to change.
Survival is not mandatory.

—W. Edwards Deming
***




