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(NAPSA)—Smoke alarms save
lives but only if they work to alert
the people at risk. Consider that
an estimated 70 million Ameri-
cans have high-frequency hearing
loss. In fact, 44 percent of people
with hearing loss do not wake to
the sound of standard smoke
alarms due to their high pitch.
With roughly half of all home fire
deaths resulting from incidents
reported between 11:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m., this is a significant
safety issue.
“About 94 percent of house-

holds have working smoke detec-
tors, so it’s time to embark on the
next endeavor,” said Kim Bacon,
community liaison officer for the
West County EMS and Fire Pro-
tection District near St. Louis.
“We need to identify those who
may not be able to wake from a
standard smoke alarm and help
them find an alarm that is right
for their needs.” 
According to fire safety studies

commissioned by the Fire Protec-
tion Research Foundation and the
U.S. Fire Administration, many
people—including people with
impaired hearing, seniors, chil-
dren and heavy sleepers—are
more at risk because they don’t
wake up readily from standard
smoke alarms due to their high
pitch. 
“For the millions of Americans

who experience hearing loss at
any level, fire safety is often an
overlooked problem,” said Brenda
Battat, executive director of the
Hearing Loss Association of Amer-
ica. “Even though some people
might hear their smoke alarm
during the day, it may not wake
them from sleeping.” 
Most people with hearing loss

have more trouble hearing high
frequencies than low ones. How-
ever, the typical smoke alarm uses
a high 3100 Hz pure-tone signal—
resulting in a less than effective
means of awakening those who
are vulnerable. Recent scientific
research on hearing loss and fire

alarms has demonstrated that a
520 Hz square-wave signal is at
least four to 12 times more effec-
tive at waking people at risk than
the current high-pitched signal. 
While new standards are being

reviewed for fire alarms, a low-fre-
quency option is now available to
homeowners. The Lifetone HLTM
Bedside Fire Alarm and Clock is
the only UL-Listed fire alarm
available that uses a 520 Hz
square-wave technology and a bed
shaker. The Lifetone HL listens
for the sound that is broadcast by
standard smoke alarms, then
emits its own loud, low-frequency
sound right at the bedside. The
Lifetone HL works with current
smoke alarms, so homeowners do
not need to replace their existing
systems. 
“There is sometimes a social

stigma that goes along with hear-
ing loss that prevents people from
seeking the products they need to
protect themselves,” said Dr.
Sergei Kochkin, executive director
of the nonprofit Better Hearing
Institute. “It’s critical that people
evaluate their needs for both day-
time and nighttime to ensure a
safe environment for themselves
and their families.”
For more information on fire

safety for people with hearing
loss, older adults and children,
visit www.lifetonesafety.com. For
more information about hearing
loss, visit www.hearingloss.org or
www.betterhearing.org. 

Building A Better Smoke Alarm
New Fire Alarm Technology More Effective At
Waking People Than Standard Smoke Alarm

A low-frequency fire alarm is
most effective at waking people.

(NAPSA)—A home means a lot
of different things to a homeowner.
Fundamentally, it’s a place of shel-
ter, but more than that, it’s a place
of memories, a reflection of person-
ality, and it’s an investment.
Improving that investment can help
homeowners compete in today’s
challenging real estate market.
Several different options to

increase the value of a home exist,
but homeowners must first decide
if they want to prepare their
house for a real estate upturn or
renovate for a longer, more perma-
nent residence.
Pursuing either should be seri-

ously considered—especially now.
The current real estate slowdown
is not permanent. The National
Association of Realtors predicts a
steady upturn by the end of 2009
and into 2010. Additionally, with
the current decrease in demand of
new home construction and reno-
vations, contractors are reducing
their fees to survive through
today’s economic state. 
Indoor upgrades can be costly

and interfere with daily routines—
be it a kitchen or bathroom renova-
tion. A more appealing location to
explore is an outdoor space that
can soon become a new living
space. 
TimberTech, a leading manufac-

turer offering composite decking,
railing and fencing products, low-
voltage lighting and under-deck
drainage systems, offers a wide
range of color choices and design
options that meet budgets across
the spectrum. 
Today, a deck is the foundation

for an outdoor living space and
retreat. With low-voltage, ambient
lighting, homeowners can enjoy
their deck into the evening.
Drainage systems under second-
story decks extend usability

throughout the year by adding
more outdoor living or storage area
in previously unusable spaces.
Adding an outdoor living area

such as a deck or patio increases
the livable space of the home with-
out the extensive cost and labor
involved with an addition. 
It’s also an opportunity to create

a unique family setting while
increasing value to potential home
buyers. Remodeling magazine’s
Cost vs. Value Report shows that a
composite deck addition brings a
better return on investment than
projects like a basement remodel,
roof replacement or sunroom addi-
tion. Homeowners can expect to
recoup roughly the same percent-
age of cost from a composite deck
addition as they would get from a
bathroom or kitchen remodel.
The North American Deck and

Railing Association (NADRA) esti-
mates that 20 million decks nation-
wide are in need of repair or
rebuilding. Homeowners who
already have a deck can add
instant value by replanking the

existing deck if the substructure is
in good shape. Alternative decking
products such as wood-plastic com-
posites (WPC) and PVC planks
allow consumers a wider choice of
colors, design options and superior
resistance to scratching, staining,
fading, warping and rotting.
It is very important to research

the type of decking and railing that
will best pay dividends over the life
of the deck. Composites have
become the fastest-growing deck-
ing product in recent years. 
Look for products from compa-

nies that have a proven track
record for quality and durability.
Consumers shouldn’t be afraid to
take their research in places like
professional lumberyards, as they
often have a wide range of decking
brand and color choices.
By choosing wisely and invest-

ing in the due diligence phase of
the project, homeowners can maxi-
mize their investments, even in a
down economy. 
For more information, visit

www.timbertech.com.

Now Is The Time To Make That House A Home

Outdoor space can become additional living space with the addition
of a deck. It’s an investment that homeowners can recoup when they
sell their home.

(NAPSA)—There’s a new tool
to help adults with ADHD. ADHD
Allies™, an online community
housed on the social networking
site Facebook®, sponsored by
McNeil Pediatrics™, Division of
Ortho-McNeil-Janssen Pharma-
ceuticals, Inc., is available at face
book.com/adhdallies.

**  **  **
The treatment Activase

(Alteplase), commonly called tPA,
works by dissolving the blood clot
that is blocking a vessel and caus-
ing a stroke. For certain patients,
tPA may improve the chances of
recovery from stroke with little or
no disability. For safety and full
prescribing information, visit
www.activase.com. 

**  **  **
Holistic veterinarian, author

and pet health expert Dr. Doug
Knueven has long been an advo-
cate for raw pet food. According
to Knueven, Nature’s Variety
Raw Frozen Diets offer the most
nutritionally dense, biologically
appropriate diets for dogs and
cats. To learn more, visit
naturesvariety.com.

**  **  **
To make it easier to manage

your credit cards, the Federal
Reserve’s Web site has a credit
card repayment calculator. It’s
designed to help you calculate how
long it will take to pay off a credit
card balance. To learn more, visit
www.federalreserve.gov/creditcard
calculator/.

**  **  **
Visit hsn.com for an assort-

ment of exclusive flower arrange-
ments from Teleflora for every
occasion. Teleflora brings hand-
arranged, hand-delivered bou-
quets to your home, directly from
the florist.

***
I don’t believe one grows older. I think that what happens early
on in life is that at a certain age one stands still and stagnates.

—T.S. Eliot
***

***
It’s when you’re safe at home that you wish you were having an
adventure. When you’re having an adventure you wish you were
safe at home.

—Thornton Wilder
***

***
It is important that students bring a certain ragamuffin, bare-
foot irreverence to their studies; they are not here to worship
what is known, but to question it.

—Jacob Bronowski
***

***
We don’t know who we are until we see what we can do.

—Martha Grimes
***

***
Anything you’re good at contributes to happiness.

—Bertrand Russell
***

Aphra Behn (1640-1689), the first woman in England to become
a professional writer, also worked as a spy for King Charles II of
England.

A baboon’s life span may
reach 45 years.

Mystery writer John Creasey
wrote under 27 different pen
names.




