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(NAPSA)—While a campfire can
be one of the more enjoyable aspects
of camping, it can also be one of the
more dangerous elements. Any
campfire not tended to properly can
turn into a wildfire. More than 600
homes are burned by wildfires each
year in the U.S. alone. 
Fortunately, there are steps

you can take to increase your
safety without sacrificing the fun.
Here are some tips:

Plan Ahead
• Start by checking the regula-

tions of the area to make sure you
are permitted to have an open fire
and identify sources to purchase
local firewood. 
• Find a flat, open area, away

from tents and cabins, that doesn’t
have a lot of overhanging branches.
• Clear the area of any leaves

or other debris.
• Make a ring of stones to sur-

round the fire area or, if you’re on
a beach, dig a hole a foot deep.
• Have a bucket of water, a

shovel and a fire extinguisher
handy in case you need them.

Choose Good Wood 
•Don’t move firewood, but burn

it where you buy it. Firewood can
introduce destructive insects, such
as the Emerald Ash Borer beetle, if
the wood is moved from an infested
area. Some states have restrictions
on people traveling with firewood
to help stop the spread of invasive
pests. Play it safe and purchase
your firewood from a local vendor.
• The wood for your campfire

should be dry. Don’t try to burn
green wood. 
• For more information on stop-

ping the spread of invasive pests,
visit www.stopthebeetle.info.

Build a Safe Fire
You need three types of materi-

als so your campfire will burn
properly: 
• Tinder—dry leaves, grass,

pine needles, shredded bark, wood
shavings or even dryer lint. Use
these materials to start your fire.
Never use flammable fluids to
start your fire;
• Kindling—small sticks or

twigs, no bigger than a pencil; 
• Fuel—pieces of wood about

the size of your upper arm;   
•Remember, once a fire’s

begun, never leave it unattended.
Clean Up

• Burn all your wood or coals
to ash.        
• Wet down the fire area with

water and then scatter the cooled
ashes. Make sure everything is
cold and that you have completely
extinguished the campfire before
leaving the campsite. 
That way, both you and this

campsite will be ready for the next
visitors and the next campfire.  

Tips On Building A Safer Campfire

Experts say don’t move firewood
from one locale to another. Burn
it where you buy it.

Back To School Marks
Mad Dash To Find Sitters
(NAPSA)—Millions of parents

will be scrambling to find a sitter
at the end of summer when their
regular sitter goes off to college. 
Fortunately, there’s a website

that connects parents to hun-
dreds—if not thousands—of quali-
fied  babysitters and nannies right
in their own backyard.

By using this website— Sitter
city.com —parents have full access
to qualified babysitters with detailed
profiles that feature their experience,
background checks, references,
reviews and photos. 
Sittercity has a database of

more than 1 million caregivers
nationwide. And with Sittercity’s
four-step screening process, par-
ents have the tools to find the
right match for their family.
The site also provides similar

services for pet care, elder care,
housekeepers and tutoring.
To learn more, visit

www.sittercity.com. 

There is a website that helps par-
ents find the nanny or sitter that
best matches their family’s
needs.

(NAPSA)—To thwart the many
stain threats faced by natural stone
every day, DuPont™ Stone Care
offers a family of products to pro-
tect, clean and enhance the sig-
nificant investment of having stone
in the home. The products are
available in a variety of sizes at
Lowe’s, Floor & Decor, Kroger and
other fine retailers across the coun-
try and at www.dupont.com/scmat.   

**  **  **
“Selecting the correct shoe for

a child’s activity and foot type
can go a long way in preventing
many foot-related injuries and
can reduce the risk of accelerat-
ing and aggravating many foot
deformities,” said Dr. Kathleen
Stone, president of the American
Podiatric Medical Association.
For more information, visit
www.apma.org.

***
The spiritual life does not remove us from the world but leads us
deeper into it.

—Henri Nouwen
***

***
What a man wants to do he generally can do, if he wants to badly
enough.

—Louis L’Amour
***

***
There is in the worst of fortune the best of chances for a happy
change.

—Euripides
***

***
A society can be no better than the men and women who compose
it.

—Adlai E. Stevenson
***

***
Can anything be sadder than work unfinished? Yes; work never
begun.

—Christina Rossetti
***

***
There is no greatness where simplicity, goodness and truth are
absent.

—Leo Tolstoy
***

***
Security isn’t anything more than superstition. Life is either a
daring adventure or nothing at all.

—Helen Keller
***

***
The greatest thing a human being ever does in this world is to see
something. To see clearly is poetry, prophecy and religion, all in
one.

—John Ruskin
***

***
Success seems to be largely a matter of hanging on after others
have let go.

—William Feather
***

The three events in a men’s triathlon are swimming, bicycling and
distance running. For women, the event consists of a 100-meter dash,
high jump and shot put.

In 1995, residents at Okhura Village, Japan, built a snowman that
measured 96 ft., 7 in. in height. The project took 10 days to complete.

People in France, Ireland, India and Spain, as well as Scotland, play
the bagpipe. The ancient Romans used a form of bagpipe that was
used in Persia, Turkey and Palestine in the A.D. 100’s.

Jimmy Carter was the first president to walk the inaugural parade
route from the Capitol Building to the White House. 

When a sea elephant gets angry, his nose fills with air, swells like a
balloon and forms a snout up to 20 inches long.

Besides being a monarch and ruler of the empire, Queen Victoria
was also the mother of nine children and filled 110 albums with family
photographs.




