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(NAPSA)—Every season, farm-
ers face the challenge of protect-
ing their crops from a broad spec-
trum of insect pests. One of the
most troublesome is the corn ear-
worm, which can reduce yield and
grain quality by feeding on the ear
kernels. In fact, just three dam-
aged kernels per ear can translate
into a yield loss of one bushel per
acre.
Multiple generations of corn

earworm can invade cornfields
from spring through September,
causing the most damage when
they synchronize with the corn
silking. Female moths lay their
eggs on corn silks or green leaf tis-
sue near the ear. When the larvae
hatch, they move rapidly down
the silk channel to feed on the ear
tips or midsection of the ear.
Until now, agronomists say,

growers have more or less had to
live with corn earworm damage.
Use of insecticides is not economi-
cally feasible against this pest in
field corn, and the proper timing
of applications is difficult.
This season, farmers across the

Corn Belt and in the South have a
new defense against the corn ear-
worm—Monsanto’s Genuity®
SmartStax™, Genuity® VT Triple
PRO™ and Genuity® VT Double
PRO™ corn. These biotechnology
traits provide the first in-plant
corn earworm protection, as well
as controlling other damaging
pests. Each of these products also
offers reduced refuge benefits for
farmers in the Corn and Cotton
Belts.
Monsanto is also utilizing a

sophisticated forecasting tool
designed to alert farmers within
days of when corn earworms could

threaten their fields. The com-
pany is sponsoring the Insect
Migration Risk Forecast (IMRF),
which analyzes moth trapping
data and weather patterns to pre-
dict the annual northern migra-
tion of corn earworms from the
South. Farmers can learn more
about the IMRF at www.insect
forecast.com.
“Our goal is to help alert farm-

ers when and wherever corn ear-
worm pests are moving,” explains
Chism Craig, Monsanto Corn
Traits Technical Development
Manager. “This provides another
tool to help make farmers aware
of a pest that could potentially
cause them yield loss.”
For more information, visit

www.genuity.com.
Always read and follow grain

marketing and stewardship re-
quirements and pesticide label
directions.

New Corn Technology Gives Farmers
More Effective Insect Defense

New technology protects against
corn earworms (left) compared to
a corn ear without in-plant insect
control (right).

(NAPSA)—The popularity of
sewing and do-it-yourself home
décor is on the rise, prompted by
the economy and the buzz sur-
rounding design shows such as
“Project Runway.”
Many are discovering that from

slipcovers and sundresses to
quilts and quirky new looks, it’s
easier—and less costly—to get a
unique, customized creation if you
sew it yourself.
Do-it-yourself fashion trends

have come a long way since 1953,
when Laura Ashley, one of the
world’s best-loved fashion and
home furnishing companies,
started its humble beginnings by
incorporating DIY projects into its
business plan.
Laura Ashley, like many women,

was driven by the desire to make
unique furnishings and accessories.
She was inspired to make her own
patchwork quilts but couldn’t find
any suitable fabrics in the shops, so
she decided to try producing her
own. Today, her fabrics and cre-
ations are known throughout the
world. In November of 2009, Laura
Ashley was ranked 29th among all
consumer brands, third among fel-
low lifestyle brands Ralph Lauren
and Liz Claiborne, from a survey
conducted by Home Furnishings
News (HFN).

Thanks to the latest sewing
machine technology, the idea of
creating personalized, profes-
sional-grade home décor, apparel
and accessories is much more
attainable. With the introduction
of the new Laura Ashley Limited
Edition Innov-is NX-2000 Sewing
Machine, a multifunction sewing
and quilting machine from
Brother International Corpora-
tion, designers can create their
own DIY home décor projects.
DIY devotees enjoy using the

powerful features to freshen their
home décor by upcycling existing
furnishings with new embellish-
ments, or cozying up a room with
a new quilt, pillow or other cus-
tom-made decorative projects.
The machine includes 460

sewing stitches (430 built-in, 30 on
CD) and has the exclusive Brother®
My Custom Stitch™ Feature that
can be used to create a virtually
unlimited number of personalized
stitches and save them to the
machine’s expansive memory.
Developed for those who want

to achieve professional-grade
home décor, the sewing and quilt-
ing machine has embellishment
capabilities that include circular
sewing and bobbin work. In addi-
tion, users can express their cre-
ativity with free-motion stitching,
which is like painting with thread.
The machine can also accom-

modate varying fabric types,
appliqués and embellishments
when its height adjustor feature is
turned on. The feature continu-
ously detects fabric thickness and
automatically adjusts presser foot
pressure to ensure beautiful, pre-
cise, even stitching.
For more information, visit the

home sewing pages of www.
brother.com.

Sew ItYourself For One-Of-A-Kind Looks

Choose a quilting/sewing ma-
chine that has a height adjuster,
so it can quilt over varying fabric
types.

by Rob Vining
(NAPSA)—Floods are the single

most significant natural threat to
people, homes and property, yet
according to a survey commissioned

by HNTB Corpora-
tion, a majority of
Amer i c ans a r e
unaware of their risk.
The America

THINKS survey
found six in 10
Americans believe
their area is pre-
pared to deal with

the potential damage from an
extreme storm, hurricane or exten-
sive flooding. Unfortunately, time
and time again our flood manage-
ment and levee systems have been
put to the test—and failed.
Additional education is needed

to inform the public of the true
threat and what can be done to
manage flood risk. Floods can
occur as a result of torrential
rains, ice thaws, stormwater
runoff, hurricanes or nor’easter
storms that overwhelm rivers and
levees, many of which are aging
and in disrepair. In fact, the
American Society of Civil Engi-
neers gave the nation’s levees a
grade of D- in its 2009 Report
Card for America’s Infrastructure.
In the wake of Hurricane Kat-

rina, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers was charged with the first-
ever inventory and assessment of
the nation’s levees. The work is
far from complete, but early
results indicate about 9 percent

can be expected to fail in a flood
event.
In order to address our water

infrastructure deficiencies, we
should prioritize risks and invest-
ments while looking at alternative
funding methods.
According to USACE, federal

levee systems currently provide a
six-to-one return on flood damages
prevented compared to initial
building cost.
The good news is that nearly

two-thirds of Americans would be
willing to pay additional taxes to
protect their area.
The National Committee on

Levee Safety recommends transi-
tioning to state-managed levee
improvement programs based on
nationally established standards.
The survey showed most Ameri-
cans want more regional control,
as well as more regional funding.
This is an opportunity to reex-

amine our current levee manage-
ment approach and funding to
find alternatives where states,
municipalities, private owners
and investors play a greater role.
That could include applying a por-
tion of property tax revenues to a
flood management system repair
fund, or developing local govern-
ment incentives that encourage
private investment through pub-
lic-private partnerships.
Learn more at www.hntb.com.
Rob Vining is national water

resources practice director of
HNTB Corporation, an employee-
owned infrastructure firm.

Americans Too Confident In Flood Preparedness

Vining

(NAPSA)—A third-party clini-
cal trial of ageLOC Transformation
products from Nu Skin revealed
that subjects collectively showed
clinically proven, visible results in
eight signs of aging—starting in
only seven days: more youthful skin
structure, smoother skin texture,
better hydrated skin, more even
skin tone, more radiant skin,
reduced appearance of fine lines
and wrinkles, smaller appearance
of pore size, and reduced discol-
oration of skin. You can learn more
at www.nuskinusa.com and (800)
487-1000.

**  **  **
Experts at Fresh Start Private

find that it is most effective to
treat the physical addiction of
alcoholism first and then work on
giving alcoholics the tools they
need in the future to stay sober
and happy with their alcohol
dependency program. For more
information, visit www.end drink
ingnow.com or call toll-free at
(877) 771-4377.

**  **  **
There are products available to

help you make your cell phone
hands free and easier to use if you
must use the phone while driving.
The Parrot Minikit Slim loads
your contact list and then voice
enables that list for hands-free
calling with Bluetooth. Learn
more at www.parrot.com.

**  **  **
Some fish oil supplements pro-

vide a variety of grades of fish oil,
while brands such as Phar-
maOmega, Miracle Olivamine 10
Omega-3 from Pinnaclife and

Skinticity use only PureMax™ fish
oils, which exceed regulatory
requirements. For more informa-
tion, visit www.puremax.com.

**  **  **
When you need car insurance,

an agent can talk with you about
your vehicle and your life and rec-
ommend options that match both.
To find an agent nearby, visit
www.progressiveagent.com. All
agents who sell Progressive insur-
ance also sell other companies’
products.

**  **  **
Wellness® Healthy Weight is a

lower-calorie recipe formulated
to help cats lose weight. Well-
ness® Super5Mix® Healthy
Weight can help less- active dogs
lose those extra pounds and
maintain a healthy body weight.
For more information, visit
www.wellnesspetfood.com.

**  **  **
Hilton HHonors members can

participate in the Double Your
HHonors™ promotion and earn
Double Points or Double Airline
Miles for stays at any of the par-
ticipating 3,600 hotels in 81 coun-
tries. Learn more at www.hhon
 ors.com/bonus.

***
When you finally go back to
your old hometown, you dis-
cover it wasn’t your hometown
you missed but your childhood.

—Sam Ewing
***

***
You can never do a kindness too
soon, for you never know how
soon it will be too late.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
The more sympathy you give,
the less you need.

—Malcolm Forbes
***

***
Real knowledge is to know the
extent of one’s ignorance.

—Confucius
***

***
To send a letter is a good way
to go somewhere without mov-
ing anything but your heart. 

—Phyllis Theroux
***

It’s estimated that drivers in
one-third of U.S. cities spend
more than 40 hours a year—
practically an entire work week—
in traffic that is not moving.

Sprains occur when you dam-
age ligaments. Strains involve
muscle injuries. 

An ostrich egg can yield as
many as 111⁄2 average-size
omelettes.




