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(NAPSA)—Two North Dakota
farmers tinkering in a shed
assembled the prototype of the
first self-propelled sprayer of its
kind—a high-speed, low-clear-
ance, self-propelled sprayer for
agricultural use—more than half
a century ago.
Little did they realize their

invention would revolutionize
agriculture and become a main-
stay on more North American
farms than any other sprayer in
its class.
It took about three years of tin-

kering for brothers John and Jake
Kirschmann to put together the
first “SpraCoupe.” It was, granted,
an odd-looking machine, looking
like a small airplane fuselage
without the wings, with the opera-
tor comfortable in the cockpitlike
cab with dedicated controls. The
original prototype still exists and
is on display at the AGCO assem-
bly plant in Jackson, Minn.
Once it was perfected, they sold

the newfangled sprayer to farmers
on a small scale. Recognizing a
good thing, it wasn’t long before
the agricultural equipment indus-
try caught up with these innova-
tive brothers. The rights and
design of this new machine were
purchased by several influential
equipment companies.
Today, the SpraCoupe contin-

ues to be manufactured and sold
by a leading manufacturer and
marketer of advanced farming
equipment, including tractors, dry
and liquid application floaters and
sprayers, combines and other
essential farming equipment.
“The SpraCoupe was a first in

many ways—it was the world’s
first low-clearance, high-speed,
self-propelled applicator of its
kind for fertilizer and chemicals
and it was much easier to use and
more efficient than tractor-
mounted spray booms,” says
David Webster, AGCO Application
Equipment director of sales. “It
burned considerably less fuel, yet

covered acres so much faster,
allowing farmers to manage more
acres and different types of crops.”
Webster says the SpraCoupe

was a bellwether for what was
coming in American agriculture—
fewer producers farming larger
tracts. “Today in the United
States, farmers comprise less than
2 percent of the overall population
and that percentage continues to
shrink,” Webster explains. “Yet
this small percentage of farmers is
able to feed and clothe the re-
maining 98 percent of the popula-
tion. It is because of equipment
like the SpraCoupe that this is
possible.”
The resulting evolutionary

chain in farm application equip-
ment led to the much larger, even
higher-volume monster applica-
tion rigs, such as the TerraGator
and RoGator, that evolved to meet
the demands of today’s high-inten-
sity agriculture.
There are SpraCoupes still

running today that are 20 to 30
years old, though farmers and
professional applicators continue
to purchase new ones. Besides
being popular in the U.S. and
Canada, the machine can be seen
working farmland in South Amer-
ica, Europe, Russia, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa.
The SpraCoupe has continued

to evolve to meet the special
demands of today’s agriculture
but the basic design in many ways
has stayed the same. You could
say that the Kirschmann brothers
got it right the first time.

Ushering In The Era Of Modern Agriculture

A clever couple of brothers cre-
ated a new kind of farm machine
that revolutionized agriculture.

About Oral Cancer
(NAPSA)—Although, according

to the Oral Cancer Foundation,
oral cancer kills one person every
hour of the day, each day of the
year, you can stay out of such sta-
tistics.
Oral cancer is often diagnosed

too late. For peace of mind and
better health, visit your dentist
for a thorough oral exam that
includes an oral cancer screening.
Ask your dentist about an

advanced-technology oral screen-

ing device that uses three sepa-
rate wavelengths of light com-
bined with an angled examination
mirror to identify abnormalities of
the mouth, throat, tongue and
tonsils that may not be visible to
the naked eye, but can be the
early signs of cancer.
This small, cordless device’s

compact size enables painless,
easy inspection of hard-to-reach
areas in the mouth. Called the
Identafi oral cancer screening
device, it’s available under the
StarDental brand of the DentalEZ
Group.

Learn More
For more information, call

(866) DTE-INFO or visit www.
Identafi.net.

A small, cordless device lets den-
tal professionals screen for signs
of oral tissue abnormalities with
greater accuracy.

(NAPSA)—They lurk on rural
highways and city streets, ready
to cost you time, trouble and
money. They’re potholes, and they
occur when water permeates the
pavement—usually through a
crack from wear and tear of traf-
fic—and softens the soil beneath
it, creating a depression in the
surface of the street.
While most drivers know

immediately when they hit a pot-
hole, what they often don’t know
is if their vehicle has been dam-
aged in the process. To help deter-
mine if hitting a pothole has hurt
your vehicle, watch for the follow-
ing warning signs:
•Loss of control, swaying

when making routine turns, bot-
toming out on city streets or
bouncing excessively on rough
roads. These are indicators that
the steering and suspension may
have been damaged. The steering
and suspension are key safety-
related systems. Together, they
largely determine your car’s ride
and handling. Key components
are shocks and struts, the steering
knuckle, ball joints, the steering
rack and box, bearings, seals and
hub units, and tie rod ends.
•Pulling in one direction,

instead of maintaining a straight
path, and uneven tire wear. These
symptoms mean there’s an align-
ment problem. Proper wheel
alignment is important for the life
span of tires and helps ensure safe
handling.
•Low tire pressure, bulges or

blisters on the sidewalls or dents
in the rim. These problems will be
visible and should be checked out

as soon as possible as tires are the
critical connection between your
car and the road in all sorts of
driving conditions.
“Hitting a pothole can cause

plenty of problems—damaging
tires, wheels, steering and sus-
pension, wheel alignment and
more. If you’ve hit a pothole,” said
Rich White, executive director,
Car Care Council, “it’s worth hav-
ing a professional technician
check out the car and make the
necessary repairs to ensure safety
and reliability.”
The Car Care Council is the

source of information for the “Be
Car Care Aware” consumer educa-
tion campaign promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, main-
tenance and repair to consumers.

Learn More
For a free copy of the council’s

Car Care Guide or for more infor-
mation, visit www.carcare.org or
call (240) 333-1088.

Potholes Pose Plenty Of Problems

Don’t let your car go to pot: If
you hit a pothole, have a profes-
sional check out the vehicle.

(NAPSA)—The latest designer
street drug sounds like a relaxing
spa accessory, but its effects can
be lethal. Not intended for bath-
ing, the synthetic drug known as
“bath salts” is snorted, smoked or
injected to obtain a high and has
effects that have been compared
with methamphetamine.
In addition to being sold as

“bath salts,” the drug is also sold
as “plant food,” “lens cleaner,” and
“insect repellant.” It has been sold
under a variety of brand names,
including Ivory Wave, Red Dove,
Blue Silk, Ocean Snow, Purple
Wave, Bliss, Tranquility or Vanilla
Sky. Although these products are
labeled “not for human consump-
tion,” the drug is specifically made
to be abused.

The Dangers of Bath Salts
Bath salts can cause seizures,

chest pain, increased heart rate,
elevated body temperature and
high blood pressure, as well as
agitation, paranoia, hallucina-
tions, and delusional thoughts.
Even though the dangers posed

by the drug have been widely
reported, the drug has become
popular because it does not appear
on a drug test and, in many areas,
can easily be purchased online and
in some convenience marts, head
shops, and gas stations.
Data from the American Associ-

ation of Poison Control Centers
(AAPCC) indicates that its use is
rapidly rising. In 2010, U.S. poi-
son centers received 303 calls
related to bath salts. As of October
2011, they have fielded more than
15 times as many calls—5,625—
on the subject.

Where Can You Get Help?
If you have questions about

bath salts, find the drug in your
home or suspect a possible expo-
sure, call your local poison center
at 1-800-222-1222. Poison centers
are ready to answer your ques-
tions about the drug or any other
product that could pose harm.
Poison centers are staffed by

nurses, pharmacists, doctors and
other specially trained poison
experts. Calls are free and confi-
dential, and help is available in
161 languages. Services are also
available for the hearing im-
paired. Post the Poison Help num-
ber, 1-800-222-1222, by your home
phone and program it into your
cell phone for quick access. If you
would like to learn more about the
Poison Help line, visit the Poison
Help Web site at www.Poison
Help.hrsa.gov, which is available
in English and Spanish.

Dangerous Street Drug Readily Available
Despite Lethal Effects

Call Poison Help 1-800-222-1222 if
you have questions about bath salts.
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Pigs can cover a mile in about 71/2 minutes when running at top
speed.

The most-used letter in the English alphabet is “E,” and “Q” is the
least used.

The typical hen will lay about 19 dozen eggs a year.

***
I want freedom for the full
expression on my personality.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***

***
Indolence is a delightful but dis-
tressing state; we must be doing
something to be happy.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***

***
I regard golf as an expensive
way of playing marbles.

—G.K. Chesterton
***

***
The weak can never forgive.
Forgiveness is the attribute of
the strong.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***

***
You must not lose faith in
humanity. Humanity is an
ocean; if a few drops of the
ocean are dirty, the ocean does
not become dirty.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***




