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(NAPSA)—Natural-fiber car-
pets, which offer consumers new
textures and styles, are spreading
in popularity, and are being used
both as area rugs (particularly
over hardwood floors) and as wall-
to-wall carpet. 

Because these carpets are con-
structed of natural fibers, how-
ever, they require special care.
Natural fibers are very absorbent,
so permanent discoloration can
occur. Knowing how these carpets
respond to cleaning can be very
helpful in deciding the most effec-
tive way to clean them. Here are
some tips on caring for natural
carpets from carpet cleaning
experts at Racine Industries, Inc.,
manufacturer of a dry extraction
cleaning system called HOST. 

1. Vacuum First—use one with
a brush and beater bar. If any tex-
ture change occurs, immediately
switch to suction only. 

2. Use HOST Cleaner—it’s a
soft, natural product that is envi-
ronmentally friendly, and contains
all the necessary cleaning ingredi-
ents. Carpet is clean, dry, and
back in service as soon as the
cleaning is done. It is best, in fact,
to use minimal moisture when
cleaning these fibers. 

3. Less is More—in the case of
natural fibers only, apply less
cleaner than instructed on the
package and do more brushing.

4. Clean Spots Immediately—
quick action is critical to proper
clean up of spots and spills before
they become permanent stains.
Absorb excess moisture from spills
with a white towel and cover the
spill overnight with the absorbent
HOST cleaner, then vacuum. For
dry spots, brush the cleaner
through spots, and then vacuum.

Use Minimal Moisture 
In Cleaning 

And for these specific types of
natural-fiber carpets, the dry

extraction cleaning experts also
offer this advice for use and
cleaning:

• Sisal, Coir and Jute—Do
not place where spills are likely to
occur; color may be affected by
any cleaning. In addition, water
spills can remove color on some
jute rugs.

• Oriental, Chinese and
Persian—Often made with wool
fibers, but some of these rugs are
also made with silk. When brush-
ing a silk rug, be aware of the tex-
ture; do not scrub aggressively.
Also be careful when vacuuming
near the edges, to avoid catching
the fringe. 

• Wool and Wool Berbers—
Shedding of the wool pile is nat-
ural, but aggressive brushing can
cause a carpet to fuzz. Extra care
is needed for wool Berbers that
have very fat yarns, because they
can be more susceptible.

• Cotton—Be careful brushing
a cotton carpet, as fuzzing can
occur.

Remember, natural-fibers thrive
with effective care.

For more information about
cleaning natural fibers, call 800-
558-9439 or visit the Web site at
www.hostcarpetcleaning.com.

Tips on Caring For Natural Fiber Carpets

SPREADING IN POPULARITY—
Natural fiber carpets are growing
in popularity, but they require spe-
cial care when cleaning.

(NAPSA)—Being close to fam-
ily and friends is important, espe-
cially when loved ones are miles
away. Technology, such as e-mail,
could have made handwritten hol-
iday cards a distant memory, but
today’s technology can actually
make holidays more personalized.
Homemade cards and gifts touch
the heart like no store-bought
item can. With the right tools,
anyone can create inventive cards
and gifts at home that will be a
hit.

A picture’s worth a 
thousand words

Digital cameras will be a hot
gift again this season, making it
easy to trade photos over e-mail.
However, when feeling nostalgic,
there’s nothing better than a crisp,
full-color photo of loved ones. 

A unique twist to holiday cards
is to feature a picture on the front
that includes both the sender and
the recipient of the card. If the
desired photo isn’t available digi-
tally, simply scan it into the com-
puter to make reprints. Digital
photos can be printed on a high-
resolution color printer, then
framed or made into personal holi-
day cards. For photo-quality print-
outs, an inkjet printer with a reso-
lution of up to 2400 by 1200 dots
per inch is ideal. 

One device that can help is the
PrinTrio™ by Lexmark, a high-res-
olution printer that also features
a color copier and flatbed scanner,
enabling a variety of creative pro-
jects. The PrinTrio is great for
consumers because it is easy to
use and less expensive than simi-
lar devices on the market. The
PrinTrio comes with easy-to-
understand photo editing soft-

ware, which can re-size or edit the
photo. The photo editing software
can also help create gifts. If a
loved one’s cherished photo is old
and tattered, simply scan the
photo to make it look like new. 

Pint-sized Van Gogh
Couldn’t get the kids to sit still

for a photo? Then check the refrig-
erator—most parents have their
child’s latest masterpiece hung
there. A child’s drawing makes a
unique holiday card. Using a
flatbed copier and scanner, the
pages from a favorite book or
other three-dimensional items can
be copied. This is ideal when mak-
ing color copies of an artwork that
includes glitter or pipe cleaners.
Scan the drawing into the com-
puter, and use the photo software
to edit out fingerprint smudges or
other blemishes. A creative say-
ing, such as “wishing you a color-
ful holiday,” will help complete the
theme.

It’s the thought that counts
A holiday gift doesn’t have to

be expensive to be special. There’s
no better way to capture the
essence of the holidays than to
create a card or gift from scratch.
Adding personal touches makes
gifts more meaningful, bringing
both sender and recipient closer
during the holidays, even if they
can’t be in the same place. 

For more information on the
P r i n Tr i o  a n d  c r e a t i v e  a r t s
and crafts, visit www.lexmark.com.

Make the Holidays More Special With 
Personalized Cards And Gifts

(NAPSA)—Do you know the
difference between Express Mail,
Priority Mail and Parcel Post? If
you wanted to send a gift to a
friend and receive confirmation
that she received it, would you
know how? If you’re like many
Americans, the answer to both
questions is “no”—but under-
standing different mail services
could save you time and money. 

The USPS has been improving
its service offerings for years and
now has a number of different
products that can meet almost
any mailing need. Yet many con-
sumers remain unaware of all
their mailing options. 

To help clarify, the USPS put
out a free booklet called “A Cus-
tomer’s Guide To Mailing.” The
publication provides clear, concise
tips on measuring packages and
ways to send important docu-
ments, as well as a list of the best
ways mail services can be com-
bined to meet specific needs. 

In addition, the booklet gives
advice on addressing mail (improp-
erly addressing a letter or package
can cause delivery delays) and it
gives a list of postage rates.

The booklet is part of the
USPS’s efforts to make the mail
service even more “user friendly.”
Additional efforts include making
stamps easier to buy. Currently
there are about 60,000 locations—
17,000 ATMs and over 40,000
supermarkets and drug stores—
that sell stamps. Consumers need
only look for a “Buy Stamps Here”
sign at participating locations.

The USPS booklet provides the
following tips on preparing a
package to be mailed. 

• The Box—Choose a box with
enough room for cushioning mate-
rial around the contents. Sturdy
paperboard or corrugated fiber-
board boxes are best for weights
up to 10 pounds. If you are
reusing a box, cover all previous
labels and markings with black
marker or adhesive labels.

• Cushioning—Place the cush-
ioning all around your item. You
can use newspaper, styrofoam
“peanuts,” bubble wrap or shred-
ded paper. Close and shake the
box to see if you have enough
cushioning. If you hear items
shifting, add more cushioning.

• Sealing—Tape the opening of
your box and reinforce all seams
with two-inch wide tape. Use clear
or brown packaging tape, rein-
forced packaging tape, or paper
tape. Do not use cord, string or
twine because they get caught in
mail processing equipment. 

For more information, visit
www.usps.com.

New Postal Guide Could Save Time And Money

Smooth Delivery—A new guide
explains how consumers can use
different post office services to
their advantage.

(NAPSA)—Filling a need for
dental patients who want to avoid
the dreaded shot of novocaine
before drillings is a new dental
tool that lets them eat and talk
normally right after their dental
appointment.

The new tool, called the Water-
lase™, harnesses the power of
water allowing dentists to tackle
any procedure that requires
drilling. Unlike earlier versions of
laser devices that worked only on
soft tissue, Waterlase works on
both hard and soft tissue. With its
HydroKinetic® technology, the
dental lasers can perform a vari-
ety of dental procedures, including
cavity preparation, caries removal
and tooth etching. Because it does
not cause heat or vibration in the
mouth, the Waterlase eases the
pain and anxiety of patients who
fear the vibration and high-
pitched whine of traditional tools.
In contrast, the new device makes
a gentle “tapping” noise. 

A spokesman for BiOLASE TECH-
NOLOGY, the company that manu-
factures the device, reports the
product was first introduced to
the marketplace in 2000 and is
already being used by 1,150
offices across the U.S. However, it
is still new in many communities. 

Dr. Dan McEowen, a dentist
with 19 years of experience, is
always looking for new tools that
will let him work smoothly and
keep his patients at Hillandale
Dental Partners comfortable.
This new tool helps him to serve

more patients in less time. While
the new device is expensive—
$50,000—he’s not charging more
for the work he does, yet he’s
making patients happier about
being in the dentist’s chair. 

“Recently, I finished seven fill-
ings, including removing some
gum tissue, on a 65-year-old
patient using no anesthesia,” says
Dr. McEowen. “She didn't have
any discomfort, and she walked
away amazed!” Dr. McEowen
points out another major benefit
of the new laser: patients can eat
and talk after dental work with-
out drooling. Drooling is often a
side effect of the numbness experi-
enced from traditional anesthesia.
The Waterlase is also good news
for children’s dental care, he adds.
“It eliminates the pain and noise
often associated with cavity fill-
ing—so we can anticipate a new
generation of patients who have
no fear of the dentist,” he says.

According to Leslie Charleton,
practice administrator at Hillan-
dale Dental, only a few other local
dental offices are using the Water-
lase. Yet more area practices may
want to adopt the new device as
Dr. McEowen shares his experi-
ence with fellow practitioners in
Prizm Dental Partners—a multi-
speciality partnership represent-
ing some 45 future-thinking den-
tists in Washington, Maryland
and Virginia.

More information about the
Wa t e r l a s e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t
www.prizmdentalpartners.com. 

New Device Brings Pain-Free Fillings

(NAPSA)—According to Greg
Patent, author of Baking in
America: Traditional and Con-
temporary Favorites From the
Past 200 Years (Houghton Mifflin,
$35), early Americans had to find
their own sources for yeast, such
as distilleries and breweries.
Compressed yeast cakes were not
commercially available until
1868, and dry yeast did not
appear until the 1940s. Today,
cooks have dry yeast, such as
SAF Perfect Rise Gourmet Yeast,
that is used by chefs and home
cooks alike to make a variety of
high-quality baked goods. For
recipes and tips, visit
www.safyeast.com.

Chili is a quick and easy meal
for parents to prepare as they
shuttle kids to sports practices,
music lessons, PTA meetings and
football games. Try serving a
Turkey Skillet Dinner made with
Hormel® turkey chili with beans,
or Spaghetti Olé made with
Hormel chili no beans. With prep
time less than 20 minutes, you
can serve a hearty snack or meal
to your kids as they come home
from school and daily extracurric-
ular activities. Hormel Foods has
been making its chili for more
than 50 years and maintains an
extensive online database, which
includes a variety of recipes from
appetizers and hors d’oeuvres to
dinner and other delights. For
easy-to-make recipes, visit
www.hormel.com.

***
The secret of making one’s self
tiresome is not to know when
to stop.

Voltaire
***

***
Never sell the sheep’s hide when
you can sell the wool.

—German adage
***

***
A wise man will make more
opportunities than he finds.

—Francis Bacon
***




