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(NAPSA)—Increasingly, par-
ents, teachers and administrators
are doing their homework when it
comes to finding ways to help chil-
dren perform better in school and
on state tests.

Consider these helpful hints
from The Princeton Review (TPR),
a test preparation company with
more than 20 years of experience
helping to raise students’ stan-
dardized test scores:

• Make sure you are aware of
the date your child will take his or
her state test.

• Ensure your child gets a
good night’s sleep before the test
and eats a healthy breakfast that
morning.

• Wish your child good luck
before he or she leaves.

• Ask about the test when
your child returns from school,
but don’t  overemphasize its
importance.

• Explore resources to help
your child prepare for the test.
Several education companies with
experience in preparing students
for college and graduate school
admission have developed educa-
tional tools for younger students.
Some offer discounted services for
parents, or free parent access with
a school-bought subscription. 

For example, the Princeton
Review K-12 Services offers a
suite of products designed specifi-
cally to help students excel on
state tests. Many schools across
the country use their online tool
Homeroom.com in the classroom.
You can also use it at home to help
reinforce skills your child learns in
school, pinpoint areas that need

extra work, increase test scores,
and improve your child’s academic
performance.

“The beauty of these products
is that they are designed to meet
the needs of students, teachers,
parents and administrators,”
says Stephen Kutno, VP of Edu-
cation Policy and Strategy at
The Princeton Review K-12 Ser-
vices. “With this software, each
person who has a stake in the
success of the student on state
tests has an ability to assist in
that success.”

Every school subscription to
Homeroom includes free parent
accounts; contact your child’s
school to find out if it uses the ser-
vice. To learn more, or to purchase
your own subscription to use at
home, go to www.k12.princetonre
view.com, or call 1-800-REVIEW-2.

Improve Your Child’s Test Performance

Online tools can help reinforce
the skills your child is learning in
the classroom.

(NAPSA)—Buying a new home
can be an emotional decision, with
passion for what is pleasing to the
eye frequently overcoming reason
and logic. Attributes such as inter-
esting floor plans, designer
kitchens and large master suites
often take precedent over the fea-
tures that make a home perform
better—energy-efficient construc-
tion, windows and equipment.

Selecting a home that has
earned the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) ENERGY
STAR® allows homebuyers to keep
their focus on the aesthetics while
their builder takes steps to
ensure better comfort and air
quality, minimal maintenance,
lower energy bills and a cleaner
environment.
Building smarter

ENERGY STAR labeled homes
meet stringent energy efficiency
specifications set by the EPA and
are independently certified by a
third-party expert.

During the past five years, the
number of new homes earning the
ENERGY STAR label has grown
exponentially, with newly con-
structed, ENERGY STAR labeled
homes available in all 50 states.

“Homebuyers who choose an
ENERGY STAR labeled home can
expect to save $200 to $400 per
year in energy costs,” notes Sam
Rashkin, national director of
ENERGY STAR for new homes.
“Even in areas where ENERGY
STAR labeled homes are slightly
more expensive to build, the
energy efficiency features pay for
themselves because of lower
monthly ownership costs.”

Homeowners Alan and Mari-
lyn Cable of Medina, Wis., were
pleased to discover the package
of benefits that their ENERGY
STAR home had to offer. “Our
ENERGY STAR labeled home met
so many needs. We wanted lots
of light, a tight house and low
heating bills.  We got exactly
that—ENERGY STAR really does
work!”

Making a difference each day
The benefits of owning an

ENERGY STAR labeled home extend
beyond what the homeowner sees
and feels every day.

The energy used in an average
home produces nearly double the
greenhouse gas emissions of the
average car. By reducing energy
demand, just one ENERGY STAR
labeled home keeps 4,500 pounds
of greenhouse gases out of the air
each year.

“We need to think beyond the
effect that ENERGY STAR labeled
homes have on our wallets,” says
Rashkin. “These homes are a smart
investment in our future. They pro-
vide a high-quality living space for
the families who enjoy them today,
while protecting our environment
for future generations.”

Last year alone, Americans,
with the help of ENERGY STAR,
saved about $50 billion on their
energy bills and prevented green-
house gas emissions equivalent
to that of 10 million cars. Look
for other products that have
earned the ENERGY STAR, includ-
ing lighting, appliances, home
electronics, windows and heating
and cooling equipment.

For more information about
ENERGY STAR and to locate a par-
ticipating builder in your area,
visit www.energystar.gov.

Homebuyers Building Comfort, Savings Into New Homes

New EN E R G Y STA R labeled
homes help save money on utility
bills, but also have a positive
effect on the environment.

(NAPSA)—As the season chan-
ges, many Do-It-Yourselfers worry
that fewer daylight hours will
mean an early end to home im-
provement. There’s a new line of
tools that may brighten their
days. A new circular saw, drill,
screwdriver, and jigsaw from Skil
Power Tools come with lights
built into the tools. The on-board
light illuminates dark workspaces
and helps improve accuracy dur-
ing home improvement projects.  

The new line of lighted tools are
designed to help Do-It-Yourselfers
achieve the efficiency and accuracy
that they demand for quality home
improvement projects.

The models include:
• Corded Drill—The 5.0 amp

model 6265 drill with grip sensor
activated LED light shines directly
where the bit meets the surface to
be drilled. The light source trigger
is located at the base of the handle
to provide precise target action for
more accurate drilling in low-light
conditions. ($39)

• Screwdriver—This rede-
signed screwdriver, offered in a
2.4 volt and a 3.6 volt version,
boasts a four-position handle and
flashlight-style front-end. The
light allows users to illuminate
dark work areas such as inside
cabinets, under tables and in clos-
ets. ($19-$29)

• Jigsaw—The 5.0 amp model
4580-04 jigsaw is one of the first
consumer jigsaws to provide light-
ing on the tool to illuminate the
work area. It’s excellent for fol-
lowing a close-cut line in a
garage, basement or when the
user ’s body blocks the light
source. ($69)

• Circular Saw—The 13-amp,
2.6 horsepower model 5700 offers
a powerful halogen SiteLight for
better visibility. The first on-board
consumer saw light, in conjunc-
tion with the patented AccuSight
line of sight systems, makes fol-
lowing a cut line easier in all
lighting situations. ($79)

“The added light gives people
more confidence when making
precise cuts and drilling targeted
holes,” said Kevin Walsh, Skil
Power Tools Product Manager.
“Not having enough light when
using power tools was a problem
continually heard from Do-It-
Yourselfers. Our on-board Site-
Light turns on automatically
through a grip-activated sensor,
illuminating the work space in
low-light areas such as cabinets,
closets, basements and garages.” 

Even when the sun goes down,
home improvement projects can
still shine on. These lighted tools
are available at home improve-
ment retailers just in time for the
holidays.

Home Improvement Light-ens Up

A new line of lighted tools can
illuminate your home improve-
ment projects.

(NAPSA)—Some of the oldest,
most historic homes in America
proudly stand on a raised floor
foundation. Any foundation can
settle, however, but a raised floor
makes leveling or repair a rela-
tively easy operation. Installation,
maintenance and modification of
utilities such as plumbing and
air-conditioning systems can be
simplified with a raised floor as
well. For free publications about
raised floor foundations and
treated Southern Pine lumber,
contact the Southern Pine Council
at Box 641700, Kenner, LA 70064
or visit www.southernpine.com.

Golfers looking to hit the links
can turn to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Tourism’s 2002 Wisconsin
Golf Guide. The 70-page, full-color
guide is packed with information
on Wisconsin’s lineup of public
golf courses including par,
yardage and directions to the
course. Free travel information
and guides, including the 2002
Wisconsin Golf Guide, are avail-
able by visiting the Wisconsin De-
partment of Tourism’s Web site
(travelwisconsin.com) or by call-
ing the 24-hour live-operated hot-

line, 1-800-432-TRIP/8747.
The National Book Festival

reminds Americans that there is
much that can be done to improve
children’s reading abilities, says
First Lady Laura Bush. Reading
scores in the 10th grade can be
predicted with surprising accu-
racy from a child’s knowledge of
the alphabet in kindergarten. For
more information about the
National Book Festival and
events, call toll-free (888) 714-
4696 or visit the Library of Con-
gress Web site at www.loc.gov.

How To Be An Action Hero
(NAPSA)—If you want to be

like James Bond or Charlie’s
Angels, a new book can show you
how. 

• Need to know who’s been in
your house? Use pencil lead and
clear tape to pick up fingerprints
and save them on index cards.
Then you can compare the prints to
those of your suspects.

• Worried
who might be in the
hall outside your
hotel room? Stand
on the hinge side.
Verify the other per-
son’s identity before
you open the door.
Compare the face on

the ID badge with the face in the
peephole. Try to get deliveries left
in the hallway, and don’t retrieve
them until the deliverer is gone.

• Need to perform the Jedi
Mind Trick? It’s really a technique
of neurolinguistic programming
called “mirroring.” As the name
suggests, you pretend the other
person is looking into a mirror—
you. For instance, sit in the same
position as your subject and use
similar metaphors and terminol-
ogy. Be subtle. Eventually, you can
take the lead.

The light-hearted but delight-
fully useful Action Hero’s Handbook
(Quirk Books, $14.95), by David
and Joe Borgenricht, teaches you all
these tricks and more from your
favorite action movies and TV
shows.

Five chapters show you how to
brush up your good guy skills, your
love skills, your paranormal skills,
your fighting skills and your escape
skills.

David Borgenricht is the co-
author of the Worst-Case Scenario
Survival Handbook. For more infor-
mation, visit www.quirkbooks.com.
You can find The Action Hero’s

***
Think like a man of action, act
like a man of thought.

—Henri Bergson
***

***
Time is a circus always packing
up and moving away.

—Ben Hecht
***

***
Don’t be “consistent,” but sim-
ply true.

—Oiver Wendell Homes
***




