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(NAPSA)—Following a brutal
summer of drought in many areas
of the nation, America’s farmers
are getting some good news these
days out of Washington, D.C.
More than $13 billion is being
infused into the farm economy as
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) races to implement
the 2002 Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act. Payments began
in October.

Known widely as the 2002
Farm Bill, the new law passed by
Congress mandated farmer-
friendly changes to many current
programs, and created new initia-
tives that will better balance the
financial risks and rewards of a
career in agriculture for America’s
farmers and ranchers. 

“Our Farm Service Agency staff
has worked almost non-stop with
the rest of the USDA, and we’re
implementing this new Farm Bill
and all its promising programs at
a record pace. Assistance is
already on the way to many farm-
ers who need it most,” said James
Little, Farm Service Agency
Administrator. 

There are multiple examples of
the law’s historic impact. For one,
the 2002 Farm Bill allows farmers
to use a new—and most believe far
more fair—means for calculating
the bases and yields data: the size
of farms and how much is grown,
that are the building blocks for
payments. 

Also, the bill creates a new sys-
tem of countercyclical payments
that farmers receive when com-
modity prices on the market fall

below target prices. That means a
corn grower in Iowa won’t be left
empty-handed if corn prices at the
grain elevator fall too low. The bill
also creates new payment pro-
grams for dairy, wool, honey and
pulses, and it radically changed
the peanut program.

New Payment Programs
Direct and Counter-cyclical

Payments: Direct payments are
issued to producers regardless of
market prices and are available for
growers of barley, corn, oats,
oilseeds, peanuts, rice, sorghum,
soybeans, upland cotton and wheat.
Counter-cyclical payments are
available to farmers when commod-
ity prices fall below target prices.
Producers are eligible for counter-
cyclical payments only if effective
prices are less than the target
prices set in the 2002 Farm Bill.  

Dairy Program Payments
Payments have begun for the

Milk Income Loss Contract
(MILC) Program that compen-
sates dairy producers when
domestic milk prices fall below a
specific level.

Peanut Program
The Farm Service Agency has

made an overhaul of the peanut
program, replacing the market
quota system with a marketing
loan program. Sign-up for the
Peanut Quota Buyout Program
began Sept. 3, 2002, and pay-
ments are being issued. 
Apple Market Loss Assistance

Program
In the past few years a number

of factors have produced a serious
economic crisis threatening apple

growers across the U.S. That
affects every state in the continen-
tal U.S. and significantly impacts
the 36 states growing apples com-
mercially. The Apple Market Loss
Assistance Payment (AMLAP-III)
Program established in the new
farm bill addresses the situation
by setting new guidelines for pay-
ments to apple growers.

Conservation Payments
Producers continue to be the

best stewards of our land and the
new bill provides unprecedented
resources to allow cost-effective
conservation on private lands.  

Drought Assistance
The Bush Administration has

used every tool available within
its current authority to provide
disaster assistance to farmers and
ranchers experiencing severe
drought conditions. The Farm
Service Agency in Washington,
D.C., is working hard with its
offices in the states to implement
the Livestock Compensation Pro-
gram and get payments in the
hands of producers in counties
that have a Drought Disaster Dec-
laration that went into process on
or before Sept. 19.  

Crop Insurance Indemnity
Payments

Producers covered by crop
insurance have already begun
receiving their indemnity checks.
This year almost 80 percent of the
nation’s insurable acreage is
included in the program.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
any payment program, contact
your local FSA office or visit
www.usda.gov.

History-Making New Payment Programs Grow On Farmers (NAPSA)—As it works to keep
America's promise of a dignified
and respectful burial for every
veteran, the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) is also keeping its
promise to America that national
cemeteries will be maintained as
shrines honoring all who have
served in the U.S. military.

VA manages 120 national
cemeteries in the United States
and Puerto Rico, half of which
date from the Civil War. As the
median age of World War II veter-
ans approaches 80, demand for
national cemetery burial space
will soon peak. VA plans to open
new national cemeteries near
Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Sacramento,
Detroit and in southern Florida
during the next few years, and is
committed to bringing its older
cemeteries up to standards of
appearance characteristic of the
finest in the world.

“Each national cemetery is a
national shrine that expresses the
appreciation and respect of a grate-
ful nation for the service and sacri-
fice of her veterans,” Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Prin-
cipi said. “Our National Shrine
Commitment program will insure
that our national cemeteries rank
among the best in the world.”

VA surveyed cemeteries around
the world to develop standards of
appearance for national cemeter-
ies and Congress has allocated
funds for national shrine projects
throughout the system, such as
headstone repair, realignment and
cleaning.

Veterans discharged from mili-
tary service under conditions
other than dishonorable and ser-
vice members who die on active
duty are generally eligible for free
burial in a national cemetery.

VA provides a gravesite, grave-
liner, headstone or marker, Presi-
dential Memorial Certificate, U.S.
flag and perpetual care of the
national cemetery gravesite. It

also opens and closes the grave at
no cost to the veteran’s family.
National cemetery gravesites can-
not be reserved in advance, but
veterans and their families can
prepare in advance by discussing
cemetery options, collecting the
veteran’s military discharge
papers and by calling the desired
national cemetery to discuss
details. At time of need, a funeral
director or next of kin should con-
tact the national cemetery where
burial is desired.

The Department of Defense
(DoD) is responsible for providing
military funeral honors for veter-
ans upon request and funeral
directors can make arrangements
with local veterans organizations.
For information about the DoD
Military Funeral Honors Pro-
gram, write Military Funeral
Honors, 9504 IH-35, Suite 320,
San Antonio, TX 78233-6635, or
go to the military funeral honors
Web site at www.militaryfuneral
honors.osd.mil.

Information on VA burial bene-
fits is available at national ceme-
tery offices, from the VA National
Cemetery Administration Web site
at www.cem.va.gov or by calling
VA Regional Offices toll free on
1-800-827-1000.

Our National Cemeteries—
Shrines To All Who Served

(NAPSA)—Present perfect.
That’s what the people who get
your gifts may think if you heed a
few hints on wrapping, packaging
and mailing.

• Choose the right shipping box.
It should be slightly larger than the
items being shipped, to leave space
on all sides for cushioning. Use a
corrugated cardboard box rather
than a two-piece box with lid.
There are shipping containers
made for mailing specific items.
Look for mailing tubes, CD mailers,
video mailers and photo mailers. 

• Protect the present with the
proper materials. Keep fragile
items separate from each other and
away from the sides of the box. Use
enough cushioning so items don’t
move if the box is jostled. Bubble
wrap will not only protect the con-
tents of the package neatly, but it’s
fun to pop once the gift is opened.

• Beauty counts. You can elimi-
nate inconvenience and sloppiness
when wrapping gifts by using an
invisible tape that’s easy to han-
dle. One such is Duck brand One
Touch tape. It’s made for one-
handed use, so you can use one
hand to tape and the other to hold
down the paper. Also excellent for
one-handed use is the Multi-
Mount tape dispenser which
attaches and easily removes from
any smooth flat surface such as a
table or wood floor; it can stick to
horizontal or vertical surfaces.

• Seal the box properly. Postal
carriers will not accept packages
sealed with string, twine, masking

tape, electrical tape or cellophane
tape. Always use a tape designed for
shipping, such as EZ Start packag-
ing tapes. It meets U.S. postal regu-
lations, its superior strength holds
securely and it unrolls smoothly
and easily the first and every time.

• Label and address your pack-
age clearly. Put shipping informa-
tion on with a permanent, water-
resistant pen and always use the
complete address, including zip
code. If you’re not using a new box,
completely remove or obscure the
old address labels or box marking.
Write the shipping information on
an address label, on top of the box
but not over a seam or closure.
Apply EZ Start tape over the label
or handwritten address to protect
it from water. As an added precau-
tion, put a duplicate address label
inside the package and keep the
package tracking number to follow
up on delivery status.

For more wrapping, mailing
and shipping tips, see www.duck
products.com.

Show Your Gift For Packing Presents

It’s a wrap: a well-packaged
present can be easy to prepare.

(NAPSA)—To keep yourself
from being stranded on the side of
the road, know how to change a
flat tire or consider purchasing a
set of self-sealing tires such as
the Uniroyal NailGard. Uniroyal
designed its NailGard tire to
instantly and permanently seal
most nail, bolt and screw punc-
tures up to 3⁄16 of an inch.

Although many people may
advise others to “use common
sense,” few people may be able to
define exactly what common
sense means. The definition of
common sense and the ways its
use can change lives is found in
an illuminating new book, Words
of Common Sense for Mind, Body,
and Soul (Templeton Foundation
Press, $12.95). In this book,
Brother David Steindl-Rast, a
Benedictine monk, offers his
reflections on common sense: the
inner guidance we all have in
common and that alone enables
us to act in ways that make
sense.

(NAPSA)—Pyrex Portables®

Presents Jane & Michael Stern’s
Guide to Potluck Entertaining
covers tips for hosting and attend-
ing a potluck, as well as mouth-
watering potluck recipes from the
Sterns’ own kitchen, such as Trop-
ical Mango Salsa, Spicy Mahog-
any Chicken Wings, and Triple
Chocolate Brownies. To ensure
these and other delicious treats
make it to their destination safely
and without getting ruined, the
Sterns recommend the use of
Pyrex Portables® glass bakeware
with snap-on, no-spill lids and
insulated carrying cases with hot
and cold packs. To receive a free
copy of the brochure, send a busi-
ness-sized self-addressed stamped
envelope to: Pyrex Portables
Potluck, c/o MCVR, 15 Meridian
Road, Eatontown, NJ 07724.

This can be a good time to
make sure your home has a work-
able early warning system to
detect smoke or fire. That means
making sure your smoke alarms
are working and installed in the
right places. To maintain smoke
alarms properly, Hartford safety
experts suggest you test the units
each month. A free booklet called
Fire Sense: A Smart Way to Pre-
vent, Detect and Escape Home
Fires is available by writing to:

The Hartford, Fire Sense, 200
Executive Blvd., Southington, CT
06489 or by visiting www.thehart
ford.com/firesense.

If you are one of the many peo-
ple who count carbohydrates as
part of your quest for a healthy
way of life, the holiday season can
be challenging. With a little plan-
ning, low carbers do not have to
face even more challenges and
temptations during the holidays.
For helpful tips and free recipes,
visit the Web site at www.low-
carb-cookbooks. com or send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope
to Nancy Moshier, P.O. Box 338,
Garrison, MN 56450.




