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(NAPSA)—From your uncle
who is obsessed with home
improvement to your sister-in-law
who just took up cooking, friends
and family can be as varied as
snowflakes. This year, many of the
most desired presents from Santa
will be high-tech gifts such as dig-
ital cameras, portable music play-
ers, PC games and photo-editing
software. But with the vast selec-
tion of makes, models, versions
and prices available, how do you
determine which one is the right
gift for the special people on your
shopping list? And how do you
find the unusual gift that speaks
to their passions?

Online resources such as the
Microsoft Windows Marketplace
(http : / /www.windowsmarket
place.com) help make gift-giving
easier by offering suggestions for
the perfect presents this season
based on the hottest trends. Easy
to navigate and loaded with great
gift ideas that are compatible with
Windows-based PCs, Windows
Marketplace allows you to search
its large selection of software by
each recipient’s passion and dis-
cover unique gift ideas.

The hottest gifts of the season
include the following:

• Digital cameras continue to
be the No. 1 holiday gift. The lat-
est are not much bigger than a
deck of cards and are ideal for
travelers, on-the-go parents or
anyone looking to capture life’s
special moments.  

• Another hot item for those
on your list who already have a
digital camera is a color photo
printer that provides the conve-
nience of a photo lab for glossy,
printed pictures “developed” right
at home.

• Entertain kids with hours of
their favorite songs with a
portable digital music player that
can play up to 50 hours of music,
allowing them to make the trip to
grandma’s house and back a musi-
cal journey. Or there are Portable
Media Centers, which can be used
to enjoy music or, on the built-in
screen, DVDs, recorded TV shows
or digital photos.

• For the truly hard to buy for,
Windows Marketplace allows you
to search by interest so you can
select gifts like a professional shop-
per. For example, recipes and cook-
ing software for the epicurean or
golfing games for those that love
golf—the number of choices is stag-
gering, and intuitive search capa-
bility makes them easy to find.

Holiday shoppers often end up
returning technology gifts
because they don’t work with
their personal computer or other
gadgets. Shoppers should look for
the “Designed for Windows” logo,
which means the products will
work with Windows-based PCs
and other technology. Also, you
can take some gifts for a “test
drive” at Windows Marketplace
by downloading samples of soft-
ware, shareware and other free
items.

Top Holiday Shopping Tips for Finding 
The Perfect High-Tech Gift

(NAPSA)—If you want to give a
holiday party that your guests will
remember, the one thing to remem-
ber is this: Involve all the senses.
Whether it’s a unique dish, tabletop
decor, or the aroma of the best cup

of coffee ever,
there are ways
to stimulate
your guests’
senses and cre-
ate a more
m e m o r a b l e
experience.

“One experi-
ence that stim-
ulates all the
senses is coffee,
which  most
people  over -

look,” says Francesca Abbracia-
mento, founder and president of
Francesca Events in New York
City. “Flavorful and aromatic, cof-
fee does it all. A finely grounded
bean such as Kona and a high-per-
forming machine like Krups are a
surefire way to impress your
guests.” Abbraciamento recom-
mends a few entertaining tips for
an unforgettable party:

Sight
Create a lush tabletop, using

several layers of fabric. From
antique lace to rich velvet, don’t
be shy about mixing textures and
colors. Create a centerpiece that
mixes flowers and vegetables,
such as roses and kale. Abbracia-
mento also suggests using colored
glassware, which can be pur-
chased at antique stores or at
Crate and Barrel. 

Taste
For Abbraciamento, coffee time

is one of the most fun moments of
her dinners. She notes that a
thermal carafe coffee maker is an
entertaining must-have. The
thermal carafe keeps the coffee
piping hot and fresh and you can
keep it on your tabletop. She rec-
ommends her favorite, the new
Krups thermal coffee machine at
Macy’s and Linens ’n Things,
which is not only functional but
has a sleek European design that
complements any tabletop.

Scent
Use fresh pine, either from

your backyard or your local tree
farm. You can slide a clipping into
napkin rings or use it as a center-
piece with unscented candles. She
suggests Sur La Table for a
diverse selection of napkin rings,
and also suggests brewing your
coffee with cinnamon or pepper-
mint to create a whirl of mouth-
watering aromas.

Touch
If you have wooden chairs,

Abbraciamento suggests using
seat cushions. You can either
make them yourself using a
favorite fabric or check out the
wide selection at Pottery Barn. 

Sound
Introduce your guests to a new

sound. Whether it’s a Caribbean
steel drum band or Balinese
music, Abbraciamento suggests
thinking outside of the typical tra-
ditional holiday or jazz albums.

For more information, visit
www.krups.com.

Holiday Entertaining With The Experts

Mouthwatering
aroma.

(NAPSA)—American soldiers
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan
are surviving what were once fatal
injuries thanks to high-tech body
armor and rapid medical care.
Recovering from those wounds,
however, can be a long process. 

That’s why the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) is working
closely with the Department of
Defense (DoD) to provide the best
possible care for America’s combat
wounded. 

Last year, VA authorized free
health care for veterans who
served in combat after Nov. 11,
1998, for any conditions they feel
are related to their service. That
eligibility extends for two years
after separation from the military
and includes National Guard and
Reserve members coming off
active duty. 

More than half of the U.S. mili-
tary personnel wounded in Iraq
have been unable to immediately
return to duty. Many have sepa-
rated from military service and
are receiving rehabilitation and
specialty care in VA hospitals.

Combat injuries often result in
limb loss. VA offers prosthetic ser-
vices at medical facilities across
the country. Physical therapists
help amputees master the latest
prosthetic devices, including com-
puterized legs with programma-
ble memories and myoelectric
arms that respond to the body’s
nerve impulses. Behind the
scenes, VA and DoD researchers
are collaborating on the next gen-
eration of artificial limbs with
embedded microprocessors, com-
posite materials and neural feed-
back systems. 

Spinal cord injury can change a
veteran’s life forever. VA’s network
of 23 spinal cord injury and disor-
der centers links with veterans’
hospitals and clinics throughout
the country to provide the special-

ized care and support these
injuries require.

VA’s comprehensive blind reha-
bilitation program incorporates
multi-disciplinary visual impair-
ment service teams and blinded
rehabilitation outpatient special-
ists at VA hospitals with 10 resi-
dential blind rehabilitation cen-
ters where blind and low-vision
veterans learn how to regain their
independence. 

Following the 1991 Gulf War,
VA and DoD established the
Defense and Veterans Head Injury
Program to provide evaluation,
treatment and rehabilitation ser-
vices for veterans who suffer trau-
matic brain injuries. The program
includes a brain injury registry
and regional clinical network, as
well as research support.

VA offers counseling for combat
veterans who experience difficul-
ties adjusting to civilian life at
206 Vet Centers located in com-
munities across the country.
These services include confiden-
tial sessions with an experienced
counselor and group therapy with
other combat veterans. 

For more information on VA
services for Iraqi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom veterans, con-
tact the nearest VA medical center
or clinic and ask for the combat
veteran coordinator, or call toll
free 1-877-222-8387 or visit
www.vba.va.gov/EFIF/ on the Web.

Surviving War is Just the Beginning

(NAPSA)—As computer chip
makers require more and more
robust memory for cell phones and
other mobile devices, they are
winnowing the field of technolo-
gies that are contending to help
them out. 

And Ovonyx’s phase-change
memory may be emerging as one
of the leaders.

The Ovonic Unified Memory
(OUM) invented by Energy Con-
version Devices (ECD Ovonics) is
being commercialized by Ovonyx,
Inc.—which grew out of a joint
venture between ECD Ovonics
and Tyler Lowrey, former chief
technology officer for Micron Tech-
nology Inc., Intel Capital, and cer-
tain investors. ECD Ovonics owns
41.7% of Ovonyx (31.4% on a fully
diluted basis after giving effect to
the exercise of stock options and
warrants). Now, OUM is into a
commercialization stage in a num-
ber of ways, including a contract
with BAE Systems, a joint devel-
opment program with STMicro-
electronics (ST), and a joint devel-
opment program with Intel Corp.

OUM is one of the most advanced
applications of the science of disor-
dered materials that was invented
and pioneered by ECD Ovonics co-
founder Stanford R. Ovshinsky.

Whereas conventional silicon
memory relies on the conductive
properties of silicon due to the
inherent order of its crystals,
OUM uses a layer of an alloy
called chalcogenide formed on reg-
ular silicon chips that can change
from a disordered or amorphous
state to a crystalline state with a
highly ordered atomic structure.
Such phase changes brought
about by bursts of electric current
can be used to generate the “1s” or
“0s” needed for digital products.
The technology is also versatile
enough to display not only fully
amorphous and fully crystalline
states, but also intermediate
states that someday may be used
to make multistate memories.

More Memory For Cell Phones And Mobile Devices

Picture Gift Tags—
Unique as Snowflakes!

by Eleanor Levie
(NAPSA)—Personalize your

packages with picture gift tags!
They’re fun and easy to make, and
even the youngest Santa’s Helper
will be able to “read” the tags and
help pass out holiday gifts. 

Preparation is simple. First,
copy digital photos of your family
into a standard software docu-
ment, so that each face measures
under 2”. Print them out on 8 1/2”
x 11” sheets of Fujifilm photo
paper. Next, cut them out. Make
tags by cutting 3” x 6” rectangles
from colored card-stock paper. If
you like, you can cut off the cor-
ners for a sharp, shipping-tag
shape. 

Family members choose the
right photos and use glue stick to
make a tag for each gift. Most 
kids can write or copy “To:” and
“From:” with red and green mark-
ers. Kids can add personal touches
with stickers, crayons or rubber
stamps.

Get the kids involved in craft-
ing gift wrap and gift bags too.
Gardening or package twine is a
natural and inexpensive alterna-
tive to ribbon, as well as a tie for a
gift tag. String bells for that extra
zing. And remember paper-cut
snowflakes? Your kids only need a
little help with folding and snip-
ping, and they’ll love unfolding
their masterpieces. With tissue
paper and child-safe scissors, your
grade-school youngsters will turn
out a blizzard-full of snowflakes.
Again, glue stick makes it easy for
kids to adhere their best ones to
bags and boxes.

There are many easy ways to
print your digital pictures. Learn
more on www.Fujifilm.com.
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***
In every person who comes near
you look for what is good and
strong; honor that; try to imi-
tate it, and your faults will drop
off like dead leaves when their
time comes.

—John Ruskin 
***

***
We don’t receive wisdom; we
must discover it for ourselves
after a journey that no one can
take for us or spare us.

—Marcel Proust 
***

***
The aging process has you
firmly in its grasp if you never
get the urge to throw a snowball.

—Doug Larson
***




