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(NAPSA)—Tigers, gorillas and
panda bears—oh my! Not exactly
Dorothy’s traveling troupe of
friends, but these magnificent
creatures do have one thing in
common: they are all endangered. 

Every day, scientists at the
World Resources Institute estimate
up to 100 species become extinct.
That’s nearly 40,000 animals,
plants and insects that disappear
from the Earth each year. By help-
ing to raise awareness today about
the dangers that threaten their
survival, endangered animals—
even those in our own backyards—
can be around for generations to
come. 

For the fourth year, one hotel
company is stepping up to the
task by helping kids take a more
active role in protecting endan-
gered animals. Doubletree Hotels,
with help from the World Wildlife
Fund, is taking elementary school
students in the U.S. and Canada
on an educational adventure that
will help them save a life—
wildlife, that is—in the process. 

The education initiative is an
extension of the hotel’s Teaching
Kids to CARE program, a commu-
nity outreach initiative that pairs
hotel properties with local elemen-
tary schools and youth groups to
educate and empower children to
make a difference in their commu-
nity, state, country and even the
world. This fall, Teaching Kids to
CARE volunteers will help chil-
dren learn how they can save
endangered animals through envi-
ronmental understanding and
conservation. Thousands of stu-
dents nationwide will symbolically
adopt more than 1,000 endan-
gered animals.

For those parents and mentors
wanting to engage their kids,
nieces, nephews or grandkids in
raising awareness about endan-

gered animals, here are a few tips:
1. Adopt an Endangered

Animal—Organizations such as
the World Wildlife Fund allow you
to “adopt” an endangered animal
of your choice. Celebrate your
family’s contribution to wildlife
conservation by proudly display-
ing your symbolic adoption certifi-
cate in your home! 

2. ABC of Endangered Spe-
cies—Work with your children to
create an ABC Book of Endangered
Animals to be shared with family
and friends. Ask your children to
choose one endangered animal for
every letter of the alphabet (assist
them in their research by consult-
ing various educational resources)
and draw a picture to match. Com-
pile the pages into a booklet and
encourage your kids to showcase
their creation and knowledge of
endangered animals to classmates,
teachers and even elected officials.

3. The Zoo and You—Take
your children on a field trip to a
zoo. Talk to a zookeeper to find
out what steps the zoo is taking to
protect endangered wildlife and
how you and your kids can con-
tribute to the conservation efforts. 

4. Become an Endangered
Ranger—Endangered animals
don’t just exist in faraway forests

and jungles—some may exist in
your own backyard. Have your
children pledge to become “Endan-
gered Rangers,” the ultimate pro-
tectors of wildlife, and commemo-
rate their commitment with an
official pledge certificate and
badge that you and your children
create together. Encourage your
children to care for endangered
animals and their natural habi-
tats in your community by picking
up litter and planting flowers and
trees indigenous to the area. 

5. On the Prowl for Endan-
gered Animals—To help your
kids gain an understanding of the
importance of protecting endan-
gered wildlife, try this simple exer-
cise in your home: First, hide 100
dried beans around the room while
your children are outside. When
they come back in, ask your kids to
hunt for the beans. After a few
minutes of hunting, count and see
how many beans were found (they
likely won’t find them all). Repeat
the hunt two more times and count
each of the results. Discuss with
your children how each time they
looked for beans, they became
harder to find as even fewer
remained around the room. The
same is true with some animals on
Earth. Animals that are increas-
ingly difficult to find in the wild
are endangered animals.

Remember, “endangered” means
there’s still time. If we encourage
our children to think locally and
act globally, we can collectively
stamp out extinction. A small effort
from kids today may mean a
brighter, greener future for our
planet’s endangered animals.

To learn more about how to
protect endangered animals and
how you can make a difference,
visit the Teaching Kids to CARE
Web site at www.doubletree.com/
teachingkidstocare.

Kids Get Wild In Classrooms Across The Country

A fascinating program helps
youngsters learn about endan-
gered animals and how to protect
them. 

(NAPSA)—Publish or perish
may be true in academia, but it is
not true when it comes to scientific
and medical articles that have not
gone through peer review.

The nation’s oldest consumer
group is warning that a proposal
for the government to post scien-
tific and medical articles on the
Internet “is significantly likely to
backfire,” and could jeopardize the
quality-control process medical
research goes through before
being published.

The National Consumers
League (NCL) alerted members of
the U.S. Senate on December 1st
about problems with the Federal
Research Public Access Act of
2006, which would force medical
and scientific journals to turn over
some of their articles to the gov-
ernment for reposting on the
Internet.

In a letter from NCL President
Linda F. Golodner to Sen. John
Cornyn (R-Texas), the bill’s chief
architect, the group warned that
the measure “would transform the
peer review, quality control sys-
tem at the heart of today’s Ameri-
can medical research program
into an unfunded mandate.” 

A Risky Idea
“When it comes to developing

cures for cancer, heart disease or
diabetes, or addressing other fun-
damental challenges to the health
of our families and children, we
cannot afford this risk,” Golodner
wrote to Sen. Cornyn, along with
Senators Joseph Lieberman (D-
Conn.) and Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.),
who are co-sponsors of the bill.

Peer review is the process by
which medical and scientific
experts examine research to de-
termine its accuracy, and is used
to separate pure science from
“junk science.” The concern is that
if medical journals are forced to

give away their articles to the gov-
ernment, researchers and others
would read the free articles posted
on the Internet rather than pay
for a subscription to such journals.

“After having made the invest-
ment in quality control, the jour-
nal would be forced to have its
publication rights for the article
eclipsed by the federal govern-
ment long before recouping its
cost,” which has been estimated at
nearly $200 million per year,
according to industry sources.

Public May Be Chief Loser
The NCL is concerned that the

bill could put peer review journals
out of business, a move that would
lower the standards for medical
and scientific research. “The chief
loser, should these concerns mate-
rialize, would be the public at
large, the consumers who benefit
from scientific and medical re-
search,” warned the NCL.

The bill’s supporters want the
government to post medical and
scientific articles based on feder-
ally funded research on the Inter-
net. However, the costly peer
review and publishing process is
paid for by publishers of not-for-
profit and commercial journals,
not the government. 

Publishing Bill Puts Medical Research At Risk

The National Consumers League
warns that jeopardizing peer
review is a risk to “the health of
our families and children.”

(NAPSA)—If you’re consider-
ing buying a home, you may be
glad to learn that Steve Smith,
chief executive officer of The PMI
Group, Inc. and president of the
Mortgage Insurance Companies of
America, says private mortgage
insurance can mean more house
for less of a down payment.

**  **  **
You can find high-end Plat-

inum jewelry at sites including
Tiffany.com, ChrisAire.com,
KarenKarch.com and BlueNile.
com. The sites have become
favorite destinations for Valen-
tine’s Day shoppers. 

**  **  **
Businesses can use on-demand

signage printing systems such as
the Color Signage Solution from
OKI Printing Solutions to
instantly create signs, price tags
and flyers—and to reduce waste,
cut costs and react faster to com-
petition. Visit www.okiprinting
solutions.com/us.

**  **  **
To help reignite mutually bene-

ficial and rewarding relationships,
Ortho Women’s Health & Urology
has partnered with nationally rec-
ognized life coach Lauren Howard
to launch Pill Lo Talk, a series of
free, online guides available at
www.ThePill.com.

**  **  **
From Atkins to South Beach,

a Web site called DietTelevi
sion.com features a DietFinder
tool that generates weight-loss
program recommendations based
on factors such as favorite foods
and costs. It also provides expert
reviews and opinions from peo-
ple who have been on the diets. 

**  **  **
The recently opened National

Purple Heart Hall of Honor is the
first hall of its kind to recognize
Americans wounded or killed in
action while serving in the mili-
tary. To have a story or materials
of Purple Heart recipients consid-
ered for exhibition, call (845) 561-
1765.

(NAPSA)—Q: I have a Medi-
care Advantage Plan and it
covers prescription drugs. Do
I still sign up for Medicare
Part D?

A: If your Medicare Advantage
Plan (like an HMO) already cov-
ers prescription drugs, you may
not need to buy extra drug cover-
age. If, however, your Medicare
Advantage Plan only pays for a
small amount of your prescription
drug costs, then you may want to
find a plan with more coverage.
I’d suggest that you compare your
Advantage Plan to other Medicare
prescription drug plans (Part D)
and determine which plan best
meets your needs. If you have fur-
ther questions, you can reach a
Medicare counselor by calling
1-800-MEDICARE.

Q: What will Part D cost?
A: Medicare prescription drug

plans must provide, at a minimum,
a standard level of coverage. Pre-
miums will, however, differ by
plan. The estimated average
monthly premium for 2007 is $24,
according to the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS). The standard benefit
includes a $265 deductible, then
you pay 25 percent of the yearly
drug costs from $265 to $2,400.
(The plan pays the other 75 per-
cent of these costs.) Once you reach

$2,400 in total drug costs (not
including the premiums), there is a
gap in some Medicare plans. If you
have a plan with a gap, you will be
responsible for costs up to $5,451
in total drug costs for the year.
After you get through the gap, your
plan’s catastrophic coverage kicks
in and you will receive 95 percent
coverage. Those who qualify for
extra help due to limited income
and assets can receive help
through subsidies. These low-
income subsidies help pay for all or
part of the monthly premium and
deductible, as well as covering the
gap and lowering the prescription
co-payments.

Answers are provided by Sandy
Markwood, Chief Executive Officer
of the National Association of Area
Agencies on Aging.

Maximizing Medicare Drug Coverage
***

That is the saving grace of
humor: if you fail no one is
laughing at you.

—A. Whitney Brown
***

***
All I need to make a comedy is
a park, a policeman and a pretty
girl.

—Charlie Chaplin
***

***
There is nothing more miser-
able in the world than to arrive
in paradise and look like your
passport photo.

—Erma Bombeck
***

***
Humor is a rubber sword—it
allows you to make a point with-
out drawing blood.

—Mary Hirsch
***




