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(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for homeowners who want their
home to be energy efficient and
still save money. There are simple
steps that can help them take con-
trol of their heating bills.

This can be important, since
the average family spends approx-
imately $2,200 a year just on
energy bills—nearly half of this
amount goes toward simply heat-
ing and cooling the home.

In some cases, taking control
of energy costs may mean replac-
ing an older furnace with a new,
more energy-efficient heating
system.

What Is Efficiency?
An efficiency rating tells you

what portion of the total energy a
furnace uses is actually delivered
to the home as heat. The higher
the efficiency, the better the fur-
nace functions. For example, a
furnace that is 80 percent effi-
cient delivers 80 percent of the
fuel consumed to the house as
heat.

Efficiency Ratings
A furnace’s overall energy per-

formance is typically expressed
as its annual fuel utilization effi-
ciency (AFUE) rating. The higher
the rating, the more efficient the
furnace and the greater amount
of heat it delivers for your heat-
ing dollar. When shopping for a
high-efficiency furnace, look for
one with a rating of 90 or higher.

For example, Luxaire offers
modulating gas furnaces with an
AFUE as high as 98 percent.
These compact units are ENERGY
STAR rated and offer variable-
speed technology for improved
comfort, reduced humidity, lower
sound levels and improved effi-
ciency. When you purchase a fur-
nace from Luxaire, a portion of
the sale goes to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of America.

Living Efficiently
There are other upgrades to

consider that will help to decrease
the amount of energy your home
consumes and increase the
amount you save. For example,
according to ENERGY STAR, in-
stalling a programmable thermo-
stat at the same time as your new
furnace will allow you to better
control the on-off cycles of your
heating system, causing it to work
less to maintain the desired tem-
perature. Plus, a programmable
thermostat alone can save you
about $180 a year in energy costs.

Talk To Your Dealer
Your contractor can help ana-

lyze your home and help you
select the Luxaire furnace that
best fits your needs by explaining
the efficiency features and prop-
erly sizing your new unit. He or
she can also help you take advan-
tage of tax credits that are avail-
able from many local utilities and
under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

To learn more, visit the Luxaire
Web site at www.luxaire.com or
call (877) 874-7378.

An Energy-EfficientWay to Save Money

Making a home more energy effi-
cient can mean more comfort and
increased savings.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
retirement, Americans are count-
ing on Social Security.

Two-thirds of recipients over
the age of 65 rely on Social Secu-
rity for more than half of their
total income, according to a
report, “Social Security: An Essen-
tial Asset and Insurance Protec-
tion for All,” released by the non-
partisan National Academy of
Social Insurance (NASI).

And it’s not just retirees who
benefit from Social Security’s pro-
tection. Although 69 percent of
benefits go to retired persons, 17
percent go to disabled workers
and their families and 14 percent
go to survivors.

A new poll released by NASI
and the Rockefeller Foundation
finds that 88 percent of Americans
say Social Security is more impor-
tant than ever as a result of the
economic crisis, and three-quar-
ters of Americans say it is critical
to preserve Social Security, even if
it means paying higher taxes to do
so. Americans are willing to pay
for Social Security because they
value it for themselves (72 per-
cent), their families (75 percent),
and for the security and stability
it provides to others in need (87
percent). The poll of 1,488 Ameri-
cans, conducted in July 2009 by
the Benenson Strategy Group,
sends a strong message about the
value that Americans place on
Social Security benefits—with
over 75 percent of Americans say-
ing that Social Security is or will
be an important part of their
retirement, and nearly half of
recipients stating that they would
be unable to afford food, clothing
or housing without it.

And the concern is not just with
solvency of Social Security, but

adequacy. Sixty-five percent of
Americans want to see an increase
in Social Security as a result of lost
savings, and 78 percent of Ameri-
cans are concerned about having
enough money for retirement.

With about 31 million Ameri-
cans expected to retire in the next
decade—many with weakened
retirement savings due to the eco-
nomic downturn—adequacy and
solvency of Social Security is an
urgent issue. And Americans want
action. Ninety percent want Con-
gress to act within the next two
years to preserve Social Security.

To learn more, visit www.nasi.
org or call (202) 452-8097.

Americans Value Social Security—
Willing To Pay For It

Nearly nine in 10 Americans say
Social Security benefits are
“more important than ever.”

Why Americans Are Willing To Pay
For Social Security

For Themselves

For Their Families

For Others In Need

72%
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***
Ideas are like rabbits. You get a
couple, learn how to handle
them, and pretty soon you have
a dozen.

—John Steinbeck
***

***
No race can prosper ’till it learns
that there is as much dignity in
tilling a field as in writing a
poem.

—Booker T. Washington
***

***
If aman looks sharply and atten-
tively, he shall see Fortune; for
though she is blind, she is not
invisible.

—Sir Francis Bacon
***

***
Teachers cannot teach alone;
students cannot learn alone;
education must be a family
affair.

—Lady Bird Johnson
***

***
Flowers are the sweetest things God ever made and forgot to put
a soul into.

—Henry Beecher
***

***
Earth laughs in flowers.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
I’d rather have roses on my table than diamonds on my neck.

—Emma Goldman
***

***
To be overcome by the fragrance of flowers is a delectable form
of defeat.

—Beverly Nichols
***

***
Inmy opinion, nothing occurs contrary to nature except the impos-
sible, and that never occurs.

—Galileo
***

***
Weather means more when you have a garden. There’s nothing
like listening to a shower and thinking how it is soaking in around
your green beans.

—Marcelene Cox
***

Scholars have identified more than 1,000 versions of the
“Cinderella” fairy tale. Versions developed in many countries,
including China, France, Germany and Turkey.

The four athletes to make Life magazine’s 1990 list of the “100 Most
Important Americans of the 20th Century” are Muhammad Ali, Billie
Jean King, Jackie Robinson and Babe Ruth.

The last Olympic gold medals
that were made entirely out of
gold were awarded in 1912.
Today’s “gold” medals are actu-
ally made of sterling silver and
covered with a thin coat of pure
gold.

The state flower of both Con-
necticut and Pennsylvania is the
mountain laurel. It’s actually a
type of evergreen shrub.

The Earth’s atmosphere is
only about 21 percent oxygen,
most of the rest is nitrogen.




