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(NAPSA)—Understanding the
basics of a reverse mortgage could
save you some money.
For example, some banks offer

FHA-insured reverse mortgages
with lower fees. With the reduced
cost, senior homeowners may have
access to more tax-free loan pro-
ceeds to help secure financial
independence.
“This is great news for people

who are retired and want to
increase their monthly income.
Reverse mortgage loans can help
homeowners age 62 or over to
improve their monthly cash flow
and have real peace of mind,” said
Tim McDonald, head of Wells
Fargo’s Senior Products Group.
Reverse mortgage loan pro-

ceeds are paid to the senior home-
owner in a lump sum, for a fixed-
rate loan or a lump sum, monthly
payment, a line of credit or a com-
bination of the three for a variable
rate loan. 
Additionally, there are no

credit, employment or income
qualifications for the reverse
mortgage programs. Homeowners
must be at least 62 and own their
house free and clear or able to pay
it off with proceeds from the
reverse mortgage. 
Many seniors use the loan

funds to supplement retirement
income, meet unexpected medical
expenses, or make much-needed
improvements to their home.
“Social Security replaces only a

fraction of preretirement earn-
ings, so a reverse mortgage is a
popular choice for retirees looking

to secure financial independence,”
McDonald said.
McDonald added that with the

recent reduction in Wells Fargo’s
origination and servicing fees, on
average, customers can have up to
$9,000 in additional reverse mort-
gage loan funds made available to
them.
Reverse mortgages can be key to

ensuring that seniors have the
financial ability to age in place.
Studies show that 85 percent of
older Americans want to stay in
their homes for as long as they can.
Even modest homes have the poten-
tial to generate more than $600 in
monthly proceeds from a variable-
rate reverse mortgage—as long as
the senior lives in the home as his
or her primary home, keeps the
taxes and insurance paid and main-
tains the house to FHA standards. 
That amount of money can

make a big difference in the
lifestyle of someone in retirement.
The HECM is the most popular

reverse mortgage in America

today and is only available
through an FHA-approved lender.
The program has insured more
than 580,000 reverse mortgages
since 1989.
Wells Fargo attributes the

growth of reverse mortgage loans
to several factors, including that
seniors have greater awareness
and understanding of the reverse
mortgage loan product, and the
aging U.S. population—currently,
more than 34 million Americans
are over the age of 65. 
By 2050, it is projected that

86.7 million Americans will be 65
or older.
The loan amount for a reverse

mortgage is based on three fac-
tors: age of the youngest borrower,
value of the home and current
interest rates. 
Numerous consumer safeguards

are built into the program, includ-
ing mandatory HUD-approved
counseling, payment guarantees,
capped interest rates and ad -
vanced disclosures. 
A consumer-friendly website

with a reverse mortgage calcula-
tor has been created by Wells
Fargo to help seniors learn about
reverse mortgages, download free
educational materials, and calcu-
late an estimate of how much a
reverse mortgage could provide
them in retirement. Visit www.
wellsfargo.com/reverse. 
Not all bank and mortgage

companies originate reverse mort-
gages. Wells Fargo is the nation’s
leading retail originator of reverse
mortgages.

Reverse Mortgages Can Save Seniors More Money

Many seniors who want to remain
in their homes for as long as pos-
sible are finding out more about
reverse mortgages.

(NAPSA)—For many players,
the best games are the ones that
let them explore a fantasy world
and take part in great adventures. 
“Puzzle Quest 2,” the new puz-

zle adventure from Infinite
Interactive, is a fun game you
can play at home or on the go.
The entertaining adventure is
fun when played in small spurts
to wind down from a fast-paced
action game or in long stretches.
Its mix of puzzle gaming and role
playing serves as a great mental
escape for hardcore gamers,
while casual video game fans will
appreciate the adventure and
character development that
make the game deeper than an
average puzzle game. 
The game features a blend of

match-3 gem matching and fan-
tasy; it offers a rewarding journey
for players of all skill levels as
they make their way to reclaim
the once peaceful village of Ver-
loren from the evil clutch of the
demon Gorgon. 
In the game, players get closer

to the action with a more intimate
viewpoint of the world and can
choose from any of four character
classes—Sorcerer, Templar, Bar-
barian or Assassin—each provid-
ing interesting twists on class-spe-
cific mechanics for hours of
replayability. 

More Active Elements 
Unlike other puzzle games

where players execute gem
matches to simply score points,
“Puzzle Quest 2” uses gem match-
ing as a metaphor for action. This
version of the game available for
Nintendo DS and Xbox Live
Arcade for Xbox 360 features more
active elements that let players
use gems to build strength that
lets them: 
• battle monsters and villians
• attack with weapons or spells

• gain rewards and customize
characters
• break down doors and solve

puzzles
• use sidekicks to access never-

before-seen spells, and 
• actively equip shields to

wield in battle, making every
move meaningful. 
The game also features an

immersive fantasy universe with
vivid color, depth and life for a
much bigger sense of exploration.
The focus on battles drives play-
ers forward, allowing them to
progress through the story for a
much deeper adventure. 

Various Levels 
Designed to be easy to learn

but hard to master, “Puzzle Quest
2” adds rewards that let players
customize their character. Players
can also challenge each other with
multiplayer and online leader-
boards, experiencing new levels of
challenges with their customized
character. 

For More Information 
To learn more visit www.puzzle-

quest.com or www.facebook.com/
PuzzleQuest2. 

Puzzle Game Takes Adventure To New Levels

“Puzzle Quest 2” uses fantasy
characters and story as a way to
deliver more of the rewards and
mental escape that puzzle ga -
mers crave. 

(NAPSA)—Backyards nation-
wide will play host to fun, family
picnics. You can make your picnic
a Better-Than-A-Picnic Picnic by
following a few simple tips from
Cooper Munroe, blogger and co-
founder of TheMotherhood.com.
• Plan lots of fun, simple activ-

ities—sack races, bubbles, tug-of-
war, sidewalk chalk and kicking
soccer balls—but allow plenty of
time for free play, too. 
• Give back—choose a charity

that’s mean ingful to your family.
Call the organization to say you’d
like to do a service project or fund -
raiser for it at your picnic and ask
what the charity needs. Bring a
big box to your picnic to hold the
donations or get to work on plant-
ing flowers, painting shelves or
the like. 
• Let everyone in on the plea -

sures of picnic prep. Ask your
guests to each bring a side dish
such as fruit, baked beans or
potato salad, or a menu staple
such as hot dog buns or ketchup. 
• Great condiments can put a

fresh spin on traditional barbecue
fare. Set out ramekins of colorful
condiments such as jalapeños,
cherry tomatoes, mild and spicy
mustards, grilled and raw onions,
barbecue sauce and relish. 
• Bring drinks that are both

fun and refreshing: lots of lemon-
ade and iced tea, garnished with a
full slice of lemon, a sprig of mint
and a colorful straw.
• Don’t forget the ice; keep all

foods covered and be sure you
have enough plastic tablecloths,
utensils, napkins and paper tow-
els. Also pack a wet washcloth in a
plastic bag and a first-aid kit,
calamine lotion and sunscreen.
Bring a camera and ask someone
to take lots of pictures. 

• Create a simple menu
stocked with traditional grill
items, including hot dogs. The
only national, all-beef, kosher hot
dog with no fillers, by-products,
artificial flavors or colors, Hebrew
National considers its franks to be
“Better-Than-A-Hot-Dog Hot
Dog.” Said Munroe, “With Hebrew
National hot dogs, moms can
know they are feeding their family
something that’s better than just
a hot dog. It’s premium beef.”
To make those hot dogs exqui -

sitely caramelized on the outside
and done on the inside, control the
heat. Cook them on medium to
medium-low heat and always use
an instant-read thermometer to
test for doneness.
• Grill the sides—veggies of all

kinds—along with the meat.
Grilling gives vegetables a fra-
grant, smoky flavor. Try carrots,
eggplants, squash, bell peppers,
sweet potatoes, leeks and more.
You can toast or warm bread or
rolls on the grill, too.
• End the day with an interac-

tive dessert—decorate cupcakes or
have a sundae bar.
Get more tips and recipes at

www.hebrewnational.com.

Making Your Picnic Better

There are many ways to make
your picnics better than ever.

***
A verbal art like poetry is reflec-
tive; it stops to think. Music is
immediate; it goes on to become. 

—W. H. Auden 
***

***
Great music is that which pen-
etrates the ear with facility and
leaves the memory with diffi-
culty. Magical music never
leaves the memory. 

—Sir Thomas Beecham 
***

***
Truly fertile music, the only
kind that will move us, that we
shall truly appreciate, will be a
music conducive to dream,
which banishes all reason and
analysis.  

—Albert Camus 
***




