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by Richard Trumka
(NAPSA)—Our economy is

slowly rebounding from its col-
lapse but it’s still far from healthy.

We are experiencing a whole
generation of high unemployment,
and young people who expected
more for their hard work are
deferring their dreams. This gen-
eration is not building the employ-
ment histories and work experi-
ence it needs to succeed.

In the face of high unemploy-
ment and slow growth, out-of-
touch Republicans are throwing
tantrums and threatening to
harm our economy through a
series of manufactured crises.
They want Democrats to agree to
cut Social Security, Medicaid and
Medicare, cutting the safety net
out from under middle-class fami-
lies that have borne the brunt of
decades of slow growth and dimin-
ished opportunities.

This doesn’t even begin to touch
on the harmful effects of seques-
tration, which is just a fancy word
for a dumb idea. The across-the-
board cuts will cost 750,000 jobs—
defense facilities that aren’t
staffed, families with less money,
closed national parks and children
cut off Head Start rolls.

So what are we doing to reverse
course? Nothing. We’re actually
moving toward more fiscal auster-
ity, which will further weaken the
economy and cost jobs.

The consensus around fiscal
austerity doesn’t extend to asking
corporations and the richest 1 per-
cent to share in the sacrifice. If we
were really talking about things
we can’t afford, at the top of that
list would be tax breaks for corpo-
rations that ship jobs overseas,
tax breaks for hedge fund man-
agers, more tax breaks for corpo-
rations that hide their profits out-
side the country, and continuing

tax cuts for the top 2 percent. Just
closing one destructive loophole—
tax cuts for corporations that ship
jobs overseas—would be enough to
replace almost half the job-
destroying sequester.

Meanwhile, other countries
invest in workers and raise wages
to create demand. While we bicker
over whether we can afford to
invest in our crumbling roads and
bridges, strengthen our education
system and lead global innovation,
our competitors are moving ahead.

We can turn this around—by
investing in our nation, not calling
for brutal cuts to vital programs;
raising the minimum wage, not
allowing employers to lowball U.S.
workers; reforming our immigra-
tion system, not creating a second
class of workers without rights to
achieve the American dream;
allowing workers to join together
and bargain for better lives, not
continuing a generation of wage
stagnation. These aren’t new ideas
and they aren’t rocket science;
they just take the courage to lead.

• Mr. Trumka is president of
the AFL-CIO.

Our Best Days Can Be Ahead Of Us

Putting America back to work
doesn’t take genius, it takes
courage—the courage to repeal
sequester and protect our social
insurance system.

(NAPSA)—Fifteen years after
losing her sight, crafter Joyce Kane
can still enjoy a good yarn, thanks
to the free reading program of the
National Library Service for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped
(NLS).

Kane, 61, has always loved
crafting—sewing, knitting, quilt-
ing and more. When her children
were young, she owned a yarn
shop. Later, she was a regular at
craft shows and sold her work to
wholesalers.

But in 1998, Kane underwent
coronary bypass surgery and
awoke completely blind. Her doc-
tors were unaware that diabetes
had damaged her optic blood ves-
sels, which became starved for
oxygen during the operation.

With the help of a friend who
recorded a pattern, though, Kane
relearned how to knit. She would
knit all day, unravel much of her
work at night, and begin again the
next day until she was satisfied—
and had created a sweater.

“I got back to all the things I
was doing before,” says Kane, who
lives in Stratford, Connecticut.
“And I’ve learned some new
things, too.” Five years ago she
started Krafters Korner, which
offers classes by conference call
and e-mail to blind crafters.

Today, the NLS talking-book pro-
gram helps Kane and others keep
up with new ideas and techniques.

NLS, part of the Library of
Congress, offers a free reading
program for U.S. residents and
citizens living abroad who are
blind, have low vision, or cannot
hold a book because of a physical
disability. NLS patrons may
choose from tens of thousands of
books and dozens of magazines in

audio and braille. NLS also loans
the portable playback equipment
needed to read its audiobooks.
Computer-savvy patrons may
access books online through the
NLS Braille and Audio Reading
Download (BARD) service.

The NLS collection includes
dozens of books on the art—and
business—of crafting, from Kari
Chapin’s “The Handmade Market-
place: How to Sell Your Crafts
Locally, Globally, and Online” to
“Disney’s FamilyFun Crafts.”

When she’s not crafting, Kane
enjoys mysteries and thrillers
such as John Grisham’s “The
Racketeer” and Tom Clancy’s Jack
Ryan spy novels.

To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit www.loc.gov/nls or call
1-888-NLS-READ.

Talking Books Help Blind Crafters Keep Up

A free reading program that
serves blind and physically hand-
icapped people offers dozens of
books on the art and business of
crafting.

Your Right To Know
(NAPSA)—In partnership with

the federal government, deposi-
tory libraries take their mission of
protecting the public’s right to
know quite seriously. That’s why
for a century, they have been pro-
viding no-fee access to govern-
ment information with profes-
sional assistance.

Administered by the U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office (GPO), the
Federal Depository Library Pro-
gram takes as its motto: Govern-
ment Information at Your Finger-
tips: Federal Depository Libraries.

Government documents are
available on such topics as health
and nutrition; laws, statistics and
presidential materials; science and
technology; business and careers;
education; history; and world maps
at nearly 1,200 federal depository
libraries throughout the United
States and its territories.

In addition to historical publi-
cations dating back to the early
days of the republic, there is also
a network of librarians who can
facilitate access to materials.

Plus, the program also provides
access to federal government infor-
mation online through GPO’s Fed-
eral Digital System (FDsys) at
www.fdsys.gov. That way, anyone
can search or browse congressional,
presidential and federal agency
documents—and it’s all free.

To find a federal depository
library nearby, go to www.gpo.
gov/libraries.

Federal depository libraries
ensure free access to govern-
ment information and help peo-
ple with using those documents.

(NAPSA)—You can submit an
original recipe to the 46th Pills-
bury Bake-Off® Contest—bigger
and better than ever. Contestants
have a chance to win the grand
prize of $1 million. To enter a
recipe or vote for your favorite,
visit www.bakeoff.com.

* * *
New York Times best-selling

author and James Beard Award
nominee Jamie Purviance reveals
his Top 10 Grilling Do’s and Don’ts
in his latest cookbook, “Weber’s
New Real Grilling.” Purchase it at
www.weber.com.

Samuel Colt, inventor of the Colt revolver “the gun that won the
West” worked on the prototype in his father’s textile plant. Colt
once earned a living touring the country performing laughing gas
demonstrations.

Earl Tupper, of Tupperware fame, is believed to have gotten the
design for Tupperware’s liquid-proof, airtight lids by duplicating the
lid of a paint can.

Roy Jacuzzi, who is credited with inventing and marketing the first inte-
grated whirlpool bath in 1968, came from a family of inventors who are
credited with inventions in both aviation and agriculture, including an
agricultural pump.

George Smith claimed to be the first to invent the modern style lol-
lipop, in 1908. Smith named the treats after his favorite racing horse,
Lolly Pop.




