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State Criminal Justice Systems Are Changing For Youth
(NAPSA)—There is hopeful news

for young people held in the adult
criminal justice system. A number of
states are beginning to recognize that
youths have developmental differ-
ences from adults and in many cases
still possess great potential for reha-
bilitation. In addition, many states
are now taking these factors into
account at sentencing.

That’s the word from advocates
such as Jessica Sandoval, Vice Pres-
ident of an organization called
Campaign For Youth Justice
(CFYJ).

Sandoval says that over the past
eight years, 23 states have enacted
40 pieces of legislation to reduce the
prosecution of youths in adult crimi-
nal courts and end the placement of
youths in adult jails and prisons.

She points to a report from
CFYJ that documents four trends
in justice reform efforts across the
country:

•Eleven states (Colorado, Idaho,
Indiana, Maine, Nevada, Hawaii,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Texas, Ore-
gon and Ohio) have passed laws
limiting states’ authority to house
youths in adult jails and prisons.

•Four states (Connecticut, Illi-
nois, Mississippi and Massachu-
setts) have expanded their juve-
nile court jurisdiction so that
older youths who previously
would have been automatically
tried as adults are not prosecuted
in adult criminal court.

•Eleven states (Arizona, Col-
orado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illi-
nois, Utah, Virginia, Washington,
Ohio, Maryland and Nevada) have
changed their transfer laws, mak-
ing it more likely that youths will
stay in the juvenile justice system.

•Eight states (California, Col-
orado, Georgia, Indiana, Texas,
Missouri, Ohio and Washington)
have changed their mandatory
minimum sentencing laws to take

into account the developmental
differences between youth and
adults, and allow for post-sen-
tence review for youths facing
juvenile life without parole or
other sentencing reform for a
youth sentenced as an adult.

Said Carmen Daugherty, Policy
Director for CFYJ, “We now have
more evidence on what does work to
reduce juvenile crime, which is
rehabilitation and treatment over
incarceration. Public opinion
strongly favors rehabilitation and
treatment over incarceration and
judicial review over automatic pros-
ecution in adult court.”

CFYJ works to end the practice
of trying, sentencing and incarcer-
ating youth under 18 in the adult
criminal justice system.

For a copy of “State Trends—
Legislative Victories from 2011–
2013: Removing Youth from the
Adult Criminal Justice System,”
contact Aprill Turner at (202) 558-
3580 or aturner@cfyj.org.

To contact your elected officials
and share your opinions on your
state’s policies, visit www.house.
gov and www.senate.gov.
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Experts say that over the past
eight years, 23 states have en-
acted legislation to end the
placement of youth in the adult
criminal justice system.

(NAPSA)—Many veterans have
found that a sudden physical dis-
ability can change the course of
their life. However, that change
can often be as fulfilling as the
path the person was on before the
disability.

The Blinded Veterans Associa-
tion (BVA) credits these positive
life changes experienced by
blinded veterans, in large part, to
the modern, world-class blind
rehabilitation programs and ser-
vices of the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA). BVA has been a
major catalyst for these programs
since its founding in 1945.

An Advocate For Service
Soon after its founding, BVA

urged members of Congress to pres-
sure the Veterans Administration
(VA)—now known as Department of
Veterans Affairs—to establish
appropriate services for men and
women returning from World War
II who had been blinded.

When that effort stalled for a
time, the organization went to the
executive branch of government.
That action resulted in an execu-
tive order from President Harry S.
Truman in 1947 that required VA
to establish a residential Blind
Rehabilitation Center (BRC) at
the Hines, Illinois VA Hospital
just outside Chicago. Some 66
years later, at BVA’s urging, an
additional 12 BRCs now dot the
national landscape.

The VIST
Recognizing in the late 1960s

that many blinded veterans were
still experiencing the isolating
effects of blindness, BVA pressed
for greater help from VA.

The result was the establish-
ment in 1968 of the Visual Impair-
ment Services Team (VIST) con-
cept. VISTs employ full-time
Coordinators who identify eligible

veterans and encourage them to
take full advantage of a wide
array of VA benefits and services
offered by the Team.

VIST Coordinators invite and
encourage blinded veterans to come
in for an annual assessment of their
physical, social and psychological
needs and a review of their benefits
and potential benefits. They then
recommend the appropriate ser-
vices for veterans with vision loss.

BVA regularly honors outstand-
ing VIST Coordinators with Cer-
tificates of Appreciation at nearly
every national convention. This
year, for example, recipients were
Suzanne Bennatt of the Spokane
VA Medical Center and Edward
Richards of the Northport (N.Y.)
VA Medical Center.

Membership in BVA is open to
all legally blind veterans who
have served in the U.S. military.
It is not restricted to veterans
whose blindness is service con-
nected, nor must veterans be a
member of BVA to receive assis-
tance from the organization,
which is always free of charge.

For more information, call BVA
at 800-669-7079 or visit the Asso-
ciation’s website, www.bva.org.

Assisting Blinded Veterans Is Their Mission

Suzanne Bennatt received a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation for her
work as a VIST Coordinator. Here,
she is with BVA’s Executive
Director Al Avina and National
President Sam Huhn.

Photos For Free:
There’s An App For That

(NAPSA)—Photos on your
phone are fine, but many would
agree that getting top-quality
prints—at no cost—is even better.

It’s easy with FreePrints, a
new, free mobile app. Users get up
to 1,000 4x6-inch free photo prints
per year, which they can quickly
and easily crop and resize right in
the app.

Users simply tap to select any
picture from the mobile phone
gallery—as well as from Face-
book, Instagram, Flickr, Picasa
and more—and get free, profes-
sionally printed, exceptionally
vibrant 4x6 photos delivered in
just a few days.

Other print sizes—from 5x5 to
20x30—are also available at very
competitive prices and are printed
on deluxe glossy or premium
matte paper.

What’s more, all uploaded pho-
tos are automatically saved to
www.PhotoAffections.com, so it’s
easy to order photo cards, gifts,
announcements, invitations, wall
decor, custom photo smartphone
cases, canvas prints and more.

To try FreePrints, download
the free app from the App Store,
Google Play, Windows Phone
Store or Windows Store, or visit
www.FreePrintsApp.com.

Now there’s an easy way to
instantly order free photo prints
directly from your mobile phone.

(NAPSA)—Mozilla is a mis-
sion-based, nonprofit organization
dedicated to putting the power of
the Web in people’s hands. Firefox
is made and supported by a global
community of people who have
come together to create a better
Web for you and the future. Find
out more at www.mozilla.com.

* * *
Tried-and-true consumer tax

preparation programs such as
TaxACT make it easy to do your
own taxes and confidently claim
all your deductions and credits.
For more information and to file
your federal taxes free, go to
www.taxact.com.

* * *
The U.S. Army Educational

Outreach Program (AEOP) is an
effort to increase student interest
in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics education—also
known as STEM. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ecybermission.
com or contact eCYBERMISSION
Mission Control at 1-866-GO-
CYBER (462-9237).

* * *
Mrs. Smith’s® Original Flaky

Crust frozen pie has 0 grams of

trans fat per serving and comes in
six flavors: Apple, Dutch Apple,
Cherry, Peach, Pumpkin and Sweet
Potato. Learn more at www.mrs
smiths.com and (877) 756-4746.
Coupons and prizes can be found
on Facebook.

* * *
The Army Wounded Warrior

Program (AW2) supports the
Army’s most severely wounded, ill
and injured soldiers, veterans and
their families. To learn about the
Army’s Warrior Transition Units
(WTU) and how they help, visit
www.WTC.army.mil.

(NAPSA)—In a recent, national
survey, 63 percent of men with
advanced prostate cancer said they
are concerned or very concerned
about their ability to continue par-
ticipating in the activities they enjoy.
Eighty-five percent of caregivers
reported that caring for someone
with prostate cancer creates stress/
anxiety related to their patient’s
well-being. To learn more about
prostate cancer and caregiving
resources, contact CancerCare.

* * *
If you care for an older adult now

or anticipate taking on a caregiver
role, there are tools and resources
to help you at www.WhatIsSolutions
ForCaregivers.com and (877) 765-
4473. Learn about Medicare at www.

MedicareMadeClear.com, (877) 619-
5582 (TTY 711), www.Medicare. gov
or (800) MEDICARE.

* * *
Shire is a pharmaceutical com-

pany focused on rare diseases and
helps to raise awareness about hered-
itary angioedema (HAE) and the sup-
port available. Learn more at
www.shire.com and www.haea.org.

* * *
To remember stroke warning

signs, the American Stroke Asso-
ciation’s Together to End Stroke ini-
tiative teaches the acronym F.A.S.T.:
Face Drooping, Arm Weakness,
Speech Difficulty, Time to call 9-1-1.
Learn more at www.StrokAssociation.
org and 888-4-STROKE (888-478-
7653).

Certain cheeses including aged
cheddar, swiss and monterey
jack, are thought to help protect
teeth from decay.

It’s estimated that over three mil-
lion miles of dental floss are pur-
chased in North America each
year.




