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(NAPSA)—What ’s sweeter
than a scooter, longer than a limo,
and bigger than a bus? “America’s
Sweetest Rides”—The Hershey’s
Kissmobile Cruisers. The “choco-
late lovers dream machines” are
driving across the United States
carrying the World’s Longest Her-
shey’s Kisses Plumes on their year-
long fund-raising tour to gather
signatures and donations in sup-
port of local children’s hospitals in
the United States and Canada
affiliated with Children’s Miracle
Network (CMN).

The public is invited to add
their signatures to the plumes by
making a dollar (or more) dona-
tion to the Children’s Miracle Net-
work. One-hundred percent of all
donations raised will go directly to
the children ’s hospitals in the
communities visited by the Kiss-
mobiles. At the conclusion of the
tour, the signature-filled plumes
will be presented as a gift to the
Children’s Miracle Network—with
sections of the plume to be sent to
all 170 CMN-affiliated children’s
hospitals across North America.

“We’ve enjoyed our relationship
with Hershey for more than 15
years and we are excited to have
their continued support to help
raise funds and awareness for
Children’s Miracle Network,” said
Clark Sweat, vice president mar-
keting at CMN.

During 2002, the Kissmobiles,
each accompanied by two “Choco-
late Ambassadors,” will visit over
100 major North American cities,
driving more than 100,000 miles.

The public will have an opportu-
nity to purchase postcards and
other collectibles at various retail-
ers and at local events—for a
modest donation to CMN.

“The Kissmobiles are very pop-
ular with kids of all ages,” says
Grace Thomas, marketing man-
ager, Hershey Foods Corporation.
“They create huge smiles and
memories that will last a lifetime.”

“Hershey’s Kissmobile visits are
enjoyed by both patients and staff
members,” said Malia Finnegan,
community relations/arts coordi-
nator for Children’s Hospital &
Health Center in San Diego.
“They enjoy learning more about
Hershey’s chocolate, having their
picture taken in front of the Kiss-
mobile, and receiving treats and
postcards from your Kissmobile
crew.”

The Kissmobile is equipped
with a 45-inch, big screen TV, a
DVD audio/video system complete
with “Kissmobile Kids Karaoke.”

Children visiting the Kissmobile
may play “The Great Kiss Race,” a
computer-animated racing game,
watch videos of how the Kissmo-
bile was created, and view the
magic of how Hershey ’s Kisses
chocolates are made. 

In addition to its technical wiz-
ardry, the Kissmobile also has the
capacity to store more than
230,000 Hershey ’s Hugs and
Kisses chocolates in a refrigerated
compartment—that’s almost a ton
of Hershey’s Kisses chocolates! 

CMN is an international, non-
profit organization dedicated to
raising awareness and funds for
children’s hospitals. CMN is affili-
ated with more than 170 chil-
dren’s hospitals and hospital foun-
dations in North America. Its goal
is to ensure that each hospital
provides treatment to all children
regardless of a family’s financial
status or ability to pay.

Hershey Foods Corporation is
the leading North American man-
ufacturer of quality chocolate, con-
fectionery and chocolate-related
grocery products and has a variety
of international operations. Her-
shey’s, Hugs, Kissmobile, Kisses,
the Conical Configuration and
Attached Plume Device are trade-
marks used by Hershey Foods Cor-
poration. Visit the Hershey Foods
Web site at www.hersheys.com.
For the Hershey’s Kissmobile Tour
2002 schedule and related ques-
tions visit the Kissmobile Web site
at www.kissmobile.com or call the
Hershey’s Kissmobile Hotline at
1-888-499-KISS.

“America’s Sweetest Rides”—Raising Awareness 
And Donations For Children’s Hospitals 

The chocolate lover’s dream
machines are carrying sweet-
ness around the country.

(NAPSA)—On January 31,
2001 the Austrian National Coun-
cil unanimously adopted a Gen-
eral Settlement Fund Law for the
comprehensive settlement of open
questions of compensation and
restitution for victims of National
Socialism. The General Settle-
ment Fund Law provides for the
disbursement of additional social
benefits (nursing allowance and
preferential pension rights) as
well as for the establishment of a
General Settlement Fund en-
dowed with U.S. $210 million.
These benefits were subject to the
requirement that all pending class
action suits filed in U.S. courts
against the Republic of Austria
and/or Austrian companies be dis-
missed or withdrawn.

However, on January 30, 2002,
as a humanitarian gesture to the
elderly victims of National Social-
ism, the Austrian National Coun-
cil passed an amendment to pro-
vide for the disbursement of these
additional social benefits notwith-
standing the still outstanding dis-
missal of the lawsuits as required
under the agreement. As of March
1, 2002, upon entry in to force of
the new amendment, the following
additional social benefits will be
provided:

1. Disbursement of nursing
allowances up to category 7 to vic-
tims of National Socialism living

abroad. Until now such persons
were entitled to an allowance cor-
responding to category 2. Persons
who between March 4, 1933 and
May 9, 1945 emigrated on politi-
cal grounds or grounds of religion
or origin and who now live abroad
as a consequence of such emigra-
tion will—under the requirements
of the Federal Law on Nursing
Allowance—be entitled to a
monthly payment corresponding
to the respective amount of nurs-
ing allowance up to category 7.

2. Extension of the preferential
right to retroactively purchase
pension rights for persons who
were born between January 1,
1933 and March 12, 1938.

P e r s o n s  w h o  w e r e  b o r n
between January 1, 1933 and
March 12, 1938 and had their
domicile in the territory of the
Republic of Austria on March 12,
1938 may—under the other
requirements of Section 502 of the
General Social Security Act—pay
contributions to the pension sys-
tem for the time of emigration at a
preferential rate. Contributions
may also be paid retroactively for
the time after March 31, 1959, for
a maximum of 180 months.

3. No requirement of citizenship
for pensions under Section 11 of
the Victims Assistance Act.

Persons who were refused an
official certificate because of lack

of Austrian citizenship after April
27, 1945 will be entitled to a pen-
sion according to Section 11 of the
Victims Assistance Act.

4. Abolition of the 6 years of age
limit in Section 1 (2) lit. f of the
Victims Assistance Act (forced emi-
gration).

The group of entitled persons
under the Victims Assistance Act
will be enlarged by abolishing the
minimum requirement of 6 years
of age of applicants at the time of
forced emigration on political
grounds, or grounds of race, ori-
gin, religion or nationality. Such
emigration must have lasted at
least three and a half years.

For further information regard-
ing benefits under the Victims
Assistance Act please contact: Amt
der Wiener Landesregierung Mag-
istratsabteilung 12, Referat Opfer-
fürsorge, Schottenring 24, A-1010
Wien; Tel. 43/1/531 14-85376.

For all other inquiries concern-
ing pension rights under the Gen-
eral Social Security Act and nurs-
ing allowances, application forms
for nursing allowances and old
age and survivors ’ (widow and
widower) pensions please contact
the nearest Austrian Embassy/
Consulate in the U.S.

Embassy of Austria, 3524
International Court, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20008 Tel. 202-895-
6719.

Austria Offers Additional Benefits 
For Victims Of National Socialism

by Mary Rowland
MSN Money

personal finance expert
(NAPSA)—Picking individual

stocks is tricky; buying individual
bonds can be expensive. That’s the
reason mutual funds were intro-
duced: To allow the small investor
to participate in the stock and
bond market for just a small ini-
tial investment.

A mutual fund pools the money
of many investors and uses it to
invest in stocks, bonds, money
market instruments and other
types of securities. Put together
by an investment company,
mutual funds are managed by a
professional who buys and sells
securities in an attempt to accom-
plish the fund’s pre-established
objective (i.e. long term vs. imme-
diate investment returns).

Think of mutual funds like
pizza. If you cut the pizza, you get
slices. Cut the mutual fund and
you get shares. If the pizza has
pepperoni and pineapples, the
slice will have a portion of those
toppings. Similarly, each share
gets a portion of the mutual fund’s
gains, losses and income, and each
share pays a portion of the fund’s
expenses. For example, if the fund
is trading at $10 a share, your
$1,000 investment will buy 100
shares. The share price of 410 is
called the net asset value, or NAV.

Every business day, the invest-
ment company calculates the value
of all the securities in the portfolio.
It deducts expenses, which include
management fees, administrative
costs, advertising expenses and bro-
kerage fees. What’s left is divided
by the number of shares in the
pizza to come up with the value of a
single share, or the NAV.

Now that you understand how
mutual funds work, here’s why
investors like them: Just like pizza
appeals to both meat and veggie
eaters, mutual funds appeal to both
stock and bond investors. Why?
Because it enables them to partici-
pate in either market—or both—for
just a small initial investment.

With more than 8,000 different
mutual funds, how do you deter-
mine which is right for you? Sim-
ply identify your investment
objective and match it with the
most appropriate fund objective.

For most investors who are just
getting started and feel intimi-
dated about picking individual
securities, mutual funds provide
the best solution; professional
management, instant diversifica-
tion and convenience.

Mutual funds also offer flexibil-
ity and variety. You can pick from
conservative, blue-chip stock
funds, funds that aim to provide
income with modest growth or
those that take big risks in the
search for returns. You can even
buy balanced funds, or those that
combine stocks and bonds in the
same fund.

Exactly how much money you
make or lose in a mutual fund can
change daily, as it all depends on
how many shares you own and
how well your mix of investments
performs.

To find out which funds are
right for you, visit the investing
section of CNBC on MSN Money
(http://money.msn.com), or check
out the comprehensive personal
finance management software,
Microsoft Money, which helps you
track investments and stay
abreast of market-moving news.

Mutual Funds 101

Building a good mutual fund
portfolio is a little like making a
pizza. The right mix of ingredi-
ents can mean delightful results.

Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health at www.dianet
ics.org.
CompTIA at www.comptia.org.
VUE at www.vue.com.
TechTV at www.techtv.com.
INNEROLOGY™ clothing at www. championforwomen.com.
WD-40 Fan Club at www.wd40.com.
The National Peanut Board at www.nationalpeanutboard.org.
Caswell-Massey has issued a Special Collector’s catalog at www.caswell
massey.com.
Olay at www.olay.com.
New York Life at www.newyorklife.com.
American Heart Association at americanheart.org.
The National Hemophilia Foundation at www.hemophilia.org.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
Set your expectations high; find men and women whose integrity
and values you respect; get their agreement on a course of action;
and give them your ultimate trust.

—John Akers
***




