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By Pasuya Wen-chih Yao
(NAPSA)—Universality of mem-

bership is a core principle of the
United Nations’ foundation. Following
admission of East Timor and
Switzerland, almost all countries of
the world have become members of
the United Nations. It is almost
unimaginable that there is one coun-
try with a population greater than
140 of these U.N. member states,
which is still barred from joining the
United Nations. 

A democratic country with 23
million people, Taiwan is the

world’s 17th lar-
gest economy
and 15th largest
trading nation.
Long committed
to providing hu-
m a n i t a r i a n
relief and shar-
ing its medical
achievements, it
plays a positive

and active role in the international
community. If peace, inclusiveness
and universality of membership are
the U.N.’s founding objectives, then,
without a doubt, Taiwan should be
a member of the United Nations. 

It is most regrettable that Tai-
wan’s international status does not
yet reasonably reflect its admirable
political and economic achieve-
ments. At present, not only the
United Nations but also its affili-
ated organizations adopt a discrim-
inatory policy of segregation by
shutting out Taiwan. Such “politi-
cal apartheid” has not only com-
promised the basic human right of
Taiwan’s 23 million people to par-
ticipate in the international com-
munity but, consequently, has also
created significant loopholes in
global networks of epidemic pre-
vention, security, and international
cooperation. This, in turn, causes
further serious damage to the
interests and benefits of all mem-
bers of the global community.

The people of Taiwan aspire to
have their own voice heard through

participation in the United Nations,
as well as to contribute with respon-
sible attitude to the international
community. At this historical
moment, as the United Nations cel-
ebrates the 60th anniversary of its
founding, U.N. member states
should re-examine without preju-
dice the issues of the right of Tai-
wan’s 23 million people to represen-
tation at and equal participation in
the United Nations, and should
seek reasonable solutions. Further-
more, given that the peace of the
Taiwan Strait is extremely impor-
tant to the security and prosperity
of the Asia-Pacific region and even
of the whole world, this situation
deserves the international commu-
nity’s collective concern. 

This is especially true after
China passed an anti-separation
law (so-called “anti-secession
law”), which threatens to adopt
non-peaceful means to resolve the
cross-strait issue, thus introduc-
ing unpredictable factors into the
region’s security. According to
Article 35 of the U.N. Charter, any
member state or non-member
state may bring any dispute or sit-
uation to the attention of the U.N.
General Assembly. 

The United Nations should not
automatically shun its responsi-
bility to safeguard the stability
and peace of the Taiwan Strait
merely because Taiwan has not
yet become a U.N. member. 

Instead, the United Nations
should allow Taiwan to partici-
pate and should act as an impor-
tant platform and a bridge for
maintaining cross-strait peace.
Long-term indifference to Tai-
wan’s existence by the United
Nations is not only unhelpful to
solving cross-strait issues but
could also sow seeds of conflict.
For this, the world would have a
higher price to pay. 

Pasuya Wen-chih Yao is minis-
ter of the Government Information
Office, Executive Yuan, Republic of
China (Taiwan).
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(NAPSA)—This winter, expect
a big shock when you receive your
heating bill. The U.S. Energy
Information Administration pre-
dicts that natural gas may
increase 71 percent over last year,
heating oil 31 percent and electric-
ity 17 percent. If these statistics
prove to be correct, Americans will
be looking for simple and inexpen-
sive ways to reduce energy costs. 

The U.S. Department of Energy
has some tips for lowering home
heating bills this winter. Prepare
your home early in the season to
ensure that doors and windows fit
tightly and that cracks that lead
to the outside are sealed. One of
the simplest ways to seal those
cracks is to use GREAT STUFF™

Insulating Foam Sealant by The
Dow Chemical Company. 

The average home has lots of
hidden holes, gaps and cracks
around window and door frames,
electrical outlets, plumbing lines,
under siding, in the basement and
many other places. Add them all
up and it is about the same as
having a 16-square-foot opening
causing potentially bone-chilling
drafts in the house. In fact, this
loss can account for 30 to 50 per-
cent of the energy used in most
homes. When people feel a draft,
their first reaction is to turn the
thermostat up!

“In light of the unsteady eco-
nomic forecast, many are wonder-
ing how they can cut costs, espe-
cially when it comes to their
energy bills,” said Janet Hansen,
marketing communications man-
ager for foam sealants at Dow.
She recommends a variety of
things you can do around the
home that will not only keep the
heat in, but could also save you
money throughout the winter:

• Close fireplace dampers
when not in use.

• Seal and insulate air ducts.
• Wrap your water pipes in

insulation.
• Add insulation to the attic,

basement and crawlspaces.
• Turn down your thermostat.
• Install a programmable

thermostat and set it for a lower
temperature when you’re not at
home.

• Close curtains at night and
open them during the day.

• Seal areas around base-
boards and doors.

• Wrap your water heater in
an insulation blanket.

• Clean and replace air filters
according to the manufacturer’s
schedule.

• Don’t let the kids “heat the
outside” by keeping the door open.

• Purchase an inexpensive
cloth or foam draft stopper to posi-
tion in front of doors.

• Put an extra blanket on beds. 
• Consider purchasing a new

energy efficient furnace.
For more information and

energy-saving tips, visit www.
dowgreatstuff.com. 

Homeowners Use Great Stuff™ To Cut Energy Costs

The average home has enough
hidden holes, gaps and cracks to
equal a 16-square-foot opening.

America’s First Cathedral
(NAPSA)—One of Baltimore’s

newest attractions happens to be
one of its oldest—the Baltimore
Basilica, America’s first cathedral.
The historic cathedral, built from
1806 to 1821, was the first major
religious building constructed in
America after the adoption of the
Constitution. 

Designed by Benjamin Henry
Latrobe, who served as the Archi-
tect of the Capitol under President
Thomas Jefferson, the Basilica is
one of the most significant archi-
tectural landmarks remaining
from the early 19th century United
States. 

After being restored to its origi-
nal design, the Baltimore Basilica
will reopen in November 2006.
Visitors will be able to go back in
time and experience the historic
cathedral just as it was intended. 

To learn more about this stun-
ning, historic building, visit
www.baltimorebasilica.org.

The Baltimore Basilica, built 200
years ago, is considered one of
America’s greatest buildings.

(NAPSA)—The 4-H community
of young people across America
mobilized immediately after Hurri-
cane Katrina, opening their hearts
and using their heads and hands to
raise money, house evacuees, pre-
pare packages and develop learning
activities to shelter, comfort and
build the confidence and spirit of
Katrina’s victims.

For example, with the help of
4-H youth, staff and adult volun-
teers, Georgia’s Rock Eagle 4-H
Camp provided warm meals, hot
showers, and a place to stay for
more than 600 New Orleans evac-
uees within days of the destruc-
tion. “It felt really good to help so
many people,” said Putnam
County, Ga. 4-Her Katy Crandall,
17. “One little girl was excited to
just get a pair of flip-flops.”

North Carolina 4-H members,
themselves recipients of hurricane
donations after Floyd, Fran and
Isabel devastated their communi-
ties, jumped at the chance to help.
They raised money and collected
donations that filled four 18-wheel
trucks with supplies.

“They were the first clean shirts
the evacuees had seen in more
than a week,” reported Mississippi
State 4-H Leader Susan Holder of
2,000 donated 4-H t-shirts.
Through the Mississippi Operation
4-H Relief campaign, 4-H youth
reached out to young people
affected by the storm with activity
kits, stuffed 4-H bears and more
than 800 letters. Cass County, Mo.,
4-Hers filled a school bus with
more than 60 bags of clothes, toys,
food and other necessities. 

A shelter was set up in the
Grant Walker 4-H Educational

Center in Louisiana even before the
hurricane hit. Hundreds of youth
from Louisiana and surrounding
states sorted and distributed neces-
sities and prepared learning activi-
ties for younger children. “At least
we can help make this difficult
time somewhat more bearable,”
said Debbie Bairnsfather, Lousiana
State University AgCenter regional
4-H coordinator. 

4-Her Lauren Mojica of Sonora,
Calif. set up her own relief project
by establishing a donation fund at
a bank, working with local busi-
nesses to collect items, and publi-
cizing her effort in newspapers and
radio spots. “Each one of us can
make a difference,” Lauren chal-
lenged other 4-H members. “Let's
show them what we are made of.” 

You can join the 4-H community
of young people across America
who are learning leadership, citi-
zenship and life skills. Visit
4husa.org to learn more about 4-H
and its Hurricane Katrina relief
efforts.

Katrina Mobilizes 4-H Community

North Carolina 4-H members Ven-
son Greene and Ashley Kirby pre-
sent President Bill Clinton with
packages for the Gulf Coast
region.

(NAPSA)—You can add some
zest to your brushing routine with
Crest Whitening Expressions
Lemon Ice toothpaste. It’s an icy
burst of lemon flavor that cools
your mouth and wakes your
senses.

The last of the log cabin presi-
dents, James A. Garfield, was
felled by an assassin’s bullets six
months after becoming president.
One of the bullets lodged near his
spine causing excruciating pain.
Doctors unable to locate the bullet
agreed to have Alexander Graham
Bell, the inventor of the telephone,
try to find the bullet with an elec-
trical device. Unfortunately he did
not succeed because the metal
bedsprings interfered with his
investigation. Learn more at
www.whitehousehistory.org.

Reducing nonroad emissions is
a critical part of the effort by fed-
eral, state, local and tribal gov-
ernments to reduce the adverse
health impacts of air pollution.
The Transportation Equity Act,
signed into law by President Bush
on August 10, 2005, contains
important nonroad provisions.
One is that states will be able to
use funds included in the bill for
Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality (CMAQ) programs to pur-
chase diesel retrofit controls for
construction equipment used in
federally funded highway pro-
jects. To learn more about diesel
retrofits and other government
programs designed to help reduce
air pollution, visit www.epa.gov.

A well-dressed table can make
your guests feel welcome during
the holidays, say experts at T.J.
Maxx, an off-price retailer with
over 780 stores in 48 states. Ideas
for an abundantly set table
include dishes and glassware that
act as a visual focal point. Table
runners can be adorned with
sparkling sequins and beading;
chair cushions should be over-
stuffed and inviting. A nice touch
are napkin rings and linens that
shimmer with embellishments.

People with a knack for giving
great presents generally say the
key is to pick a gift that is cre-
ative, fun—and personal. For
instance, if mom is an avid gar-
dener, you can visit the Web site
www.zazzle.com and “zazzle” a
picture from her prized vegetable
garden. The site lets people per-
sonalize holiday mementos such
as t-shirts, cards, posters, and
Customized Postage.

(NAPSA)—Keep it quick and
simple. That’s good advice when
school gets in gear. Here’s one of
Brook Noel’s (The Rush Hour
Cook) favorite tips for saving time
and keeping things running
smoothly. Look for appliances
that fit into your family’s needs.
For instance, the Whirlpool® g2
microven™ SpeedCook appliance
has a no-brainer kid’s menu with
preprogrammed menu items such
as chicken nuggets, pizza and hot
dogs.

Salsa with rich and silky avo-
cados from Mexico, paired with
chicken, fits perfectly in a healthy
lifestyle. For recipes and health
information, visit www.avocados
frommexico.com.




