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(NAPSA)—Many believe it
would be tough to find a better
pairing than Wisconsin’s autumn
scenery and the unobstructed
view from a motorcycle. Just ask
any of the 30,000 to 40,000 cycle
enthusiasts who take part in the
annual Tomahawk Fall Ride, now
in its 26th year. 

Held every September, this
rally raises funds for muscular
dystrophy and gives riders the
chance to tour two nearby Harley-
Davidson plants—as well as Wis-
consin’s picturesque Northwoods. 

Though Milwaukee’s Harley-
Davidson Museum won’t open
until 2008, enthusiasts can tour
the company’s Tomahawk facili-
ties as well as its plant in
Wauwatosa, a Milwaukee suburb. 

There, visitors are immersed in
company heritage with a Harley-
Davidson engine timeline—from
the classic Flathead to the con-
temporary Twin Cam 88. On the
factory floor, Sportster and Buell
powertrains take shape on the
assembly line and engines are
hot-tested to ensure they meet the
company’s standards. 

Prime fall-color viewing lasts
six to eight weeks in Wisconsin,
with colors peaking first along the
Lake Superior shoreline and
throughout Wisconsin’s North-
woods in mid- to late-September.
Here are a few of the state’s more
popular touring areas for both
motorcycle and auto enthusiasts:

The Hilltop Color Tour features
the state’s highest points. Driving
north on I-51, visitors can’t miss
Rib Mountain State Park. At its
peak, 1,940 feet above sea level, a
60-foot-tall observation tower pro-
vides a breathtaking vantage
point for seeing the Wisconsin
River Valley. 

Visitors coming from any direc-
tion may want to tour the Bayfield
Peninsula/Apostle Islands area.
The Apostles are a chain of 22
islands in Lake Superior off Wis-

consin’s northern tip. While 21 of
the 22 islands are a National Park
Service property and not accessi-
ble to motorcycles, Madeline
Island is reachable by car ferry
from the picturesque port town of
Bayfield. All of the islands can be
seen by tour boat. Both the islands
and the Lake Superior coastline
feature captivating sandstone
cliffs, sea caves, stunning rock for-
mations and historic lighthouses.

Motorcyclists may also want to
spend a day meandering along Wis-
consin’s Great River Road—High-
way 35. Recognized as a National
Scenic Byway, Highway 35 paral-
lels the Mississippi River for 250
miles from Kieler to Prescott, weav-
ing through nostalgic river towns,
lush wildlife refuges and numerous
historical sites. 

The Great River Road forms
the western boundary of Wiscon-
sin’s unglaciated area, a unique
topographical region that offers
some of the best riding in the Mid-
west, according to Peter Egan,
editor-at-large for Cycle World
and Road & Track magazines.

“The area bordered by Inter-
states 90/94 on the east and
north, the Mississippi River on

the west and the Illinois state
line on the south is absolutely
fantastic for motorcycle touring,”
says Egan. “It is very hilly and
rural, with winding two-lane
roads that cross creeks and
bridges, climb ridges, flow down
into valleys and roll through lots
of quaint small towns with biker-
friendly cafes.”

In addition to the Great River
Road, Egan recommends riding in
the Elroy/Kendall/Ontario area
(near Wildcat Mountain State
Park); touring down the Kickapoo
River Valley through LaFarge,
Viola and other small towns along
Highway 131; and cruising along
the Wisconsin River Valley on
Highways 14 and 60 in Sauk and
Richland Counties. He is also fond
of the rural highways and county
roads in Green and Lafayette
counties, including the trip from
New Glarus to Darlington. 

For more information about
driving tours, updates on peak
fall-color conditions and free
travel-planning guides,  visit
travelwisconsin.com or call the
Wisconsin Department of Tourism’s
24-hour, live-operated, toll-free
number, (800) 432-TRIP-(8747). 

Motorcycle Riders Flock To Wisconsin’s Fall Foliage 

Prime fall-color viewing lasts six to eight weeks in Wisconsin, with
colors peaking first along the Lake Superior shoreline and throughout
Wisconsin’s Northwoods in mid- to late-September. 

(NAPSA)—If summer weather
extremes have been at the root of
your lawn and yard problems,
take heart. Yard Doctor Trey
Rogers, Ph.D., offers some emer-
gency help for troubled areas and
tips on what you can do right now
to have a better yard next year.

“There’s always something you
can do to make your lawn and
yard look a little better,” says
Rogers, an internationally re-
nowned turf scientist who is the
Briggs & Stratton Yard Doctor. 

Here’s what to do now:
• First aid for a battered

lawn—By late summer or early
fall, your grass may be worn down
from foot traffic. When you fertil-
ize, give these areas one extra
pass with the spreader to help the
grass recover.

• Need green in a hurry?—
Hosting a family gathering or
open house? Apply a light dose of
urea (pure nitrogen fertilizer) and
water it in for near-instant green
in two to three days. It will last a
couple of weeks. 

• Prepare for the weed
war—Those most hated of weeds
—perennials like dandelions and
creeping Charlie—should be tack-
led in early fall for a better lawn
next spring. They are germinating
now and are easier to kill. Use a
broadleaf weed killer. 

• Raise your mower blade—
Give your lawn a break by letting
it grow just a little longer. When-
ever you mow, never cut more
than one-third the height of the
grass blade to help your lawn stay
healthy.

• A great time to seed—
Whether you are seeding an entire

lawn or fixing dead patches, late
summer and fall are great times
to do it. Rake off any dead grass,
loosen the soil and add a starter
fertilizer before you seed or add
sod. Keep the area moist until the
seeds sprout and the sod sets
roots.

• Plant trees and shrubs—
Fall is a good time to add land-
scape elements, and you will
f ind many of  them on sale.
Water trees and shrubs thor-
oughly and continue to water
until the first frost.

To learn more about how to
achieve a great yard, visit
www.yardsmarts.com.

The Yard Doctor knows his turf.
He’s part of the Briggs & Stratton
Yard Smarts program and has
fielded thousands of yard-care
questions from homeowners as
well as helped create playing fields
for the Olympic Games and World
Cup Soccer matches.

A Few Improvements Now—A Better Lawn Next Year

Lawn-Healthy Idea—Rake off any
dead grass, loosen the soil and
add a starter fertilizer before you
seed.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for parents and caregivers who
want to give infants, toddlers and
preschoolers a boost in developing
their language skills.

A new, free, educational Web
site has been created to be a fun
and interactive online reading
resource that features stories,
games, music and other engaging
activities for adults to experience
together with young children.

The site, called Leading to
Reading, is sponsored by Reading
Is Fundamental (RIF) and is orga-
nized into three easy-to-navigate
sections: babies and toddlers (ages
birth–2), preschoolers (ages 3–5),
and grown-ups. 

Motivational mascots Riffy and
Rita guide users throughout the
site with “click” and “hear” navi-
gation. Other features of the site
include:

• A wide selection of animated
and audio children’s stories;

• Finger play videos such as
“Itsy Bitsy Spider” and “I’m a Lit-
tle Teapot”;

• Interactive videos introduc-
ing children to age-appropriate
subjects such as animals, art,
geography;

• Nursery rhymes and lulla-
bies such as “All Around the Mul-
berry Bush” and “Twinkle, Twin-
kle Little Star”;

• Online coloring and doodling;
• Sing-along songbook;
• Grown-ups section featuring

expert Q & A, a video with literacy
tips and activities, book search,

and parent and caregiver journals.
“Since language develops far

more rapidly during the first five
years of life than any other time,
it is important that parents read
and interact with their young chil-
dren as often as possible,” said
Carol H. Rasco, RIF’s president
and CEO. “This site encourages
children to discover the joy of
reading at an early age.”

The Web site is designed to be
compliant with all Internet safety
guidelines and is advertising free.
A Spanish-language version of the
site, RIF Semillitas de Apren-
dizaje, is also available. 

Founded in 1966, RIF works
with children, their parents and
community members to make
reading a fun and beneficial part
of everyday life. RIF’s highest pri-
ority is reaching underserved chil-
dren from birth to age 8.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.rif.org.

Helping Parents Make Reading Fun

A new interactive Web site has
been created to help parents
encourage children to discover
the joy of reading at an early age.

(NAPSA)—First dates can be
nerve racking. There is so much to
think about—especially for guys.
Where are you going to take her?
What will you talk about? What
will you wear? 

With so much on your mind, it
can seem like the possibility of a
great first date is impossible. But
if you can harness up a little bit of
bravery and follow some of the
tips below, a great first date is in
your future (and hopefully a sec-
ond one, too). 

First, make sure to look
(and smell) your best. This will
help you to be confident and
poised throughout the date. 

As dating and love expert
David Coleman (a.k.a. “The Love
Doctor”) points out, “An easy and
effective way to show a girl you
care about your grooming and
appearance is to wear a sexy, mas-
culine cologne. English Leather
Black, for example, is a new, sen-
sual scent that no girl will be able
to resist.”

Next—don’t forget fresh
breath. You never know what you
may have for dinner or what
secret ingredients a dish may
have, including onions or garlic.
Don’t worry—just remember to
carry some gum or breath mints

with you. Then, you will be able to
enjoy your dinner and still have a
great-smelling conversation. This
is a sure way to start moving your
way toward a second date.

Lastly, leave your cell
phone at home. Coleman says
this will help you to stay focused
on your date. In return, it will
make her feel important and
comfortable. 

No matter who you’re with and
what you do, body language will
convey your feelings even before
you say a word, and nothing is
sexier than a smile.

So relax, indulge in some time
for love and make your next date
a sensational one to remember.

First Date Survival Tips

Show the girl you care that you
value grooming. Looking—and
smelling—your best will help you
feel confident on that first date.

***
You don’t live in a world all your
own. Your brothers are here,
too.

—Albert Schweitzer
***

***
Everyone needs help from
everyone.

—Bertolt Brecht
***

***
The service we render others is
the rent we pay for our room on
earth.

—Wilfred Grenfell
***

***
We cannot live only for our-
selves. A thousand fibers con-
nect us with our fellow men.

—Herman Melville
***

***
People that seem so glorious are
all show; underneath they are
like everyone else.

—Euripides
***




